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In 2008, the third survey of “Japanese Studieshim& was done by a
cooperative effort of Chinese Association for Jags@Studies, Institute of Japanese
Studies, Nankai University, and Japan FoundatioApril, 2009, the “Survey
Research Group” invited experts in various fielldapanese studies all over China
to meet at a symposium on “Retrospective and Pobispeof Japanese Studies in
China” in Beijing, sponsored by Beijing Center fmpanese Cultural Exchange of
Japan Foundation, for an assessment of recentagemeht of Japanese studies in
China. Based on the basic data from the thirdesuand reference from the
assessment of experts at the symposium, this pgeto provide a quantitative
analysis and a synoptic overview on developmentcamicknt situation of Japanese
studies in China since 1997 in comparison withsiagond survey.

I. Change of Research Teams and Configuration of Reurces

Because of more strict limits and lesser informagources, Information from 8
provinces and regions such as Jiangxi,Anhui,Haaizhou,Yunnan,Xingjiang,
Tibet and Qinghai and special areas such as TaiM@amgkong and Macao have not
been included in the survey. By April of 2009, thevey had received valid
guestionnaires from 104 research institutions g@é2lresearchers, 37 institutions
and 168 researchers are lesser than those ofdbedsseurvey because of more strict
limits and lesser information sources. This stiagsbasically reflects the reality of
research institutions, but little below the reahthber of researchers. Generally
speaking, institutions have been over 100 and relsess have been over 1000 is now
the present situation of Japanese research te@mima. The survey shows that there
have been remarkable changes in structure of i@dssarof Japanese studies and in
configuration of resources in China in the decade.

I. Research Teams of Professional Rejuvenation with Hiner
Degree and Diversity of Knowledge Structure

The professional rejuvenation is the most importevielopment of Japanese



studies in China in the decade. The first genamadf experts of Japanese studies in
new China has done substantial performance andthddnts home and abroad, but
most of them are retired and some of them even pasged away. The second
generation of experts of Japanese studies traiefnleothe Great Cultural Revolution
has still very active in terms of academic researuth writing, but most of them have
retired. It is the third generation of expertslapanese studies graduated in the
1980s after the Great Cultural Revolution thaheslbackbone of Japanese studies in
China currently. The fourth generation of expeftdapanese studies is emerging in
various fields of Japanese studies. So, genespHgking, professional rejuvenation
is one of the most remarkable characteristics s¢asch team of Japanese studies in
China either in comparison with the other generatior with those in other countries
in terms of age structure. For example, the agetsire now i9% below 30, 26%
between 30 and 39, 30% between 40 and 49, 22% éetd@and 59, and only 7%
over 60 (including retirees), which is a decliné86f6 in comparison with the second
survey when there were 452 over 6be of the problems resulted from the
rejuvenation is that there will be a shortage tdrtain terms of age structure due to
the close of university during the Great CulturabvBlution. There will be only a
few serving experts over 60 after most of the sd@@neration experts are retired.

Another characteristic of research teams in theesuis that most young
scholars have got higher degrees. There wereShbcholars in Japanese studies
with Ph.D. degree according to statistics a deegdeand the number is sevenfold in
this survey, reaching 370. Major institutions apdnese studies in China have most
or all of their staff with Ph.D. degree. This dmnent in terms of education
degree shows that staff of Japanese studies irm@hmore professionalized and its
overall quality and comprehensive strength have lgeeatly increased in the decade.

There is a remarkable trend of diversity of knowledtructure shown in the
third survey. Educational backgrounds of servixieets are much more different
from those of the first and second generations.e vidst majority of scholars under
the age of 40 have long-term or short term educairaesearch experiences in Japan.
They have a better master of Japanese and sorhemofdare even good at more than
two foreign languages. There are even some contp@alents with various degrees
of other fields of sciences. So there are manygacholars who are trying to
approach Japanese studies with new theories asggutives of modern western
humanity and social sciences and they have doradlertworks on new perspectives,
new approaches and field expanding in Japanesestildnks to increasing
improvement of academic research conditions.

Il. Distribution of Researchers

Researchers of Japanese studies in China are mankyng in four major



systems: university, research institution of sloet@ences, governmental research
institution and social media. Not taking into asebof individual researchers in
society, among all the researchers of JapanesestndChina, around 70% are
professional researchers and teachers at univeesi@arch institution and special
college(Less than 100 are teachers mainly doirgarel among the 811registered
researchers of Japanese studies at universitiesiaurvey. 10% are researchers at
Chinese academic of social sciences and proviao@lmunicipal academics of
social sciences, 10% researchers working at rds@asttutions of relevant national
ministries, province and city, and 10% researchrersedia system such as press
and publication.

Researchers are distributed into different field3apanese studies in the order
according to their proportion in number, Japanasguage and literature (43%),
Japanese history (18%), Japanese economy (14%neksppolitics and foreign
relations (12%), Japanese philosophy and thoudfj,(Bapanese education (2%),
synthetic Studies of Japan (2%), and others (4%).comparison with the second
survey, there is an increasing number in languagditerature and a decline in those
of history and economy, and there are not manygdgsmm other fields. The direct
reason for the increase of scholars in languagdit@ndture is the increasing demand
for teachers of Japanese language and researdliesamese studies due to the rapid
increase of Japanese language section at university

Geographical distribution of research force id #té same, mainly concentrated
in the three municipalities directly under the cahjovernment, Beijing, Tianjin and
Shanghai, and the northeast region with an increbsesearch force in North China,
East China, South China and Central China, but irentathe same in relatively
weak region of northwest China.

[ll. Organizational Configuration of Human Resources

Research resources include researcher, reseaiifieiaesearch materials,
professional academic periodicals, research fugtds, Among them, researcher is
no doubt the core resource. In modern societgfofmation explosion and research
specialization, it is hard for an individual resgeer to undertake a large research
project. So, itis a worldwide challenge to fitng tbest way to realize a highly
efficient configuration of human research resources

In China, there are three patterns of organizatiomafiguration of human
resources in Japanese studies: first, substaesiahrch institution, less than 10 in
China(For example, Institute of Japanese StudiesieSe Academy of Social
Sciences, Institute of Japanese Studies, Tianjad@my of Social Sciences, College
of Japanese Studies, Nankai University, Centeddpanese Studies, Fudan University,
Institute of Japanese Language and Culture, Zhefizangshang University, Institute
of Japanese Studies, Institute of Japanese Stinbethieast Normal University,

Institute of Japanese Studies, Liaoning Universiy,),and may be around 20 if



sections of Japanese studies in synthetic resesstitutions are included; second,
nominal research institution, which is actuallyaihontal association, a organization
of colleagues in the same field without fixed stafiny research centers are such
kinds of organization. some of them are very famans active home and abroad
such as Center for Japanese Studies of Beijingddsity, but most of them are not
very active in terms of academic activity; thir@tional and regional specialized
association, 7 national associations of Japanades{ such as Chinese Association
for Japanese Studies, China Japanese History AassogiChinese Society of
Japanese Economic Studies, Chinese Associatialafianese Philosophy, Chinese
Association for Japanese Literature, Chinese SpfoetHistory Studies of
Sino-Japanese Relations and Chinese Associatidtigtorical Studies of Resistance
War Against Japany, provincial and municipal associations, more thalh of
researchers of Japanese studies joining at leastfdhem as they providing
platforms for national academic exchanges in hgldnnual academic conference as
well as symptoms of special themes in Japanesestpdriodically.

During the period of the second survey from thedi@d 980s to the middle
1990s, various institutions of Japanese were eskedal like mushrooms. But in the
last decade, only a few new institutions of Japarstsdies were set up. There are
still many provinces and autonomous regions thatatdave any kind of
organization of Japanese studies.

Another notable phenomenon is that national anthnedjstudies such as
Japanese studies can't find their “legal” positiofixed catalogues of academic
disciplines simply because of their nature of carpciences since the late 1990
when reforms of higher education put emphases tegrative construction of science
and systemic management of specialized college. a iesult of the reforms, all
those substantial research institutions of intéonat issues set up in higher education
in 1964 according to the instruction of the Stateiqil were affected to some extent
because that research strength was diffused amaaiasgional function was weakened.
To be specific, except a few unusual examples aadhe Center for Japanese Studies
at Nankai University which was upgraded as antinstiand its authorized staff was
enlarged, Beijing Research Center for JapaneseeSthds developed steadily, and
the Institute of Japanese Language and CulturgiafigeUniversity, was moved as a
whole to Zhejiang Gongshang University,among ingbhs of Japanese studies that
were well recognized for sound foundation in acadesincles, research institutions
in Fudan University, Jilin University, Hebei Uniggty and some others were
integrated into specialized college in terms of aggment, and many researchers of
the staff in Institute of Japanese Studies in Neasih Normal University and Institute
of Japanese Studies in Liaoning University wertuddd into different specialized
colleges and their full-time researchers were reduo less than 10 from more than
30 or 40 in their peak periods, even though thept Keeir organizational
independence.

[I. Changing Research Approaches and Hot Issues

At the turn of the century when the world was chaggthere were great



changes in the subject and the object of Japamedies in both China and Japan.
Making a striking contrast with Japan which was ilong-term economic decline and
political turbulence, China was walking away frortoag period of backward

position thanks to her continued and rapid econgrowth. Elevation of
international status of China and expansion ofriggat to speak resulted in several
changes in approaches and hot issues of Japandsssst

1. A Subtle Change from “Learning Experiences” to Drawing Lessons”

During the 20 years from implementation of refonna @pening-up policy in
China to 1996, scholars were driven by motivatind awareness of learning from
Japanese experience and there were enduring iisterelkapanese economy and
culture. But in the last decade, although thereewgéll interests in Japanese
economy and culture, there was a subtle change‘leaming experiences” to
“drawing lessons”. For instance, in this periodiofe, research focuses were on
negative issues such as hysteresis and refornrpah@&ae economic system and
non-performing loans since the WWII rather thanghbsitive experience of Japan’s
economic catch-up after the WWII. It is not diffitto see that there are great
changes in detail explorations of Japanese thaugthtulture from new approaches
to Confucianism in Japan, Japanese values, liflsstyiterprise culture, and political
culture, resulting in more objective and dialectitical works and less subjective and
positive praiseful ones.

Due to reasons known, overwhelm new hot point wadysof Sino-Japanese
relations in that period of time no matter from goynt of view. Related to the hot
point of study, there were many explorations asgwises in wide range of areas
such as collection and classification of historiwaterials of Japanese invasion of
China such as Nanjing Massacre and 731 units débacwar legacies of chemical
weapons, comfort women and slave labor, issuepanisse politicians’ visits to the
Yasukuni Shrine, cooperation and competition betw@lina and Japan in
international community and east Asian area, dsonsof “New Thinking” of
Japanese diplomacy, and Japan’s right deviatiomandnalism as well as other
issues tough to handle.

2. “Outsiders’ Intrusion” into and Public Participa tion of Hot Point Studies

It is really a “new phenomenon” worthy noting s@dlgi in Japanese studies
during this period of time that “outsiders” aretfinding into” Japanese studies and
there are active “grassroots” Japanese studiesme $murnalists and scholars of
international politics who don’t work mainly on daese studies join the large-scale
discussion of Sino-Japanese relations and evengpiagjor role for a while. The
proposal of “New Thinking toward Japan” is a “blbcister” that they threw at the
circle of Japanese studies, which had a shockipgaton the academic circles,
governments and the public in both China and Japamother characteristic of this



period of time is the active participation of thedpc in the discussion of hot issues of
Japanese studies. Blog on internet is somethingiseng suddenly in recent years
that has a significant influence on Japanese studi€here are various columns rich
in content on personal blog, which provides a platfto send message to the public
and to exchange public opinions in forms of seriacesdemic articles, comments on
internal and external policies, as well as comm@&sdan all social levels and life in
Japan in order to encourage more public concerdamdnese issues. lItisa
delightful phenomenon showing that the monopolya€e of Japanese studies by
experts and scholars in China has been brokeridhtdiders” “intrude into”
Japanese studies and there is a rise of activesgrats” Japanese studies.

It is also important to note that discussions dfissues are not only carried on
by traditional media such as newspaper and jounuiaalso by new ones in terms of
academic website, TV talk-show and discussion hal $eessage and opinion to the
public directly and rapidly, which were unimaginalmh the past. Development of
modern media technology facilitates spreading aatihg up of hot issues and places
heavy social responsibilities on researchers ak wel

lll. Research Deepening and Representative Achieveants

In the last decade, there was a great progresgtietic research of Japan in
politics, economy, society, culture, foreign redat and other specific fields, resulting
in many in-depth and distinctive academic achievemas followings.

[. Improvement of Synthetic Research Capacity

Between the establishment of New China in 19491896, there were just only
5 versions of general history of Japan written Imn€se scholars, and there are 8
new ones in the last decade. Moreover, there argymMmonographs of periodical
history as well as those on politics, diplomacyreamy, thought and culture, and
literature. Those books have laid the solid basddpanese studies as a whole with
their characteristics of full and accurate materiahreful textual criticism, new
perspectives and unique arguments in particular.

It is an important mark of synthetic research cédpac have huge series of
research work published. A decade ago, it was d#figult to organize such kind
of a series of Japanese studies compiled and pebldue to shortage of
professional force and funding. But in the lastaitke, several huge series of
Japanese studies compiled by Chinese scholarspublished. They ar€entral
Library of Chinese and Japanese History Studidsch was edited by Chinese
Academy of Social Scienceldankai Series of Japanese Studetited by Institute
of Japanese Studies of Nankai Univers8gries of Japanese Studiedited by
Center for Japanese Studies of Fudan Universibyary of Chinese and Japanese
Culture Studiesedited by Institute of Japanese Language andifeuttf Zhejiang
Gongshang UniversitySeries of Sino-Japanese Cultural Exchandpch was



edited by WANG Xiaogiu and Osamu ONIWA, etc. Thensiatal of such huge
series has been far more than any periods of titaethe establishment of the new
China, showing the remarkable improvement of syimthiesearch capacity of Japan
in China.

Il. Deepening of Monographic Study

Monographic study is a basic measure of depth ewel bf Japanese studies.
Among monographs published in large number dutag period of time, there are
many masterpieces of breakthrough experiment aaretical innovation.

In the hot research fields of contemporary Jageeretare also many influential
monographs and articles dealing with issues sugaiyg politics, political change,
political system reform, political right deviatiodiplomatic strategy and policy,
Japan-US relations and Sino-Japanese relatiolapselof bubble economy and
long-term depression, economic systemic and stralateforms, industrial
development and enterprise evolution, as well esida tradeReminiscences written
by ZHANG Xiangshan, SUN Pinghua, LIU Deyou and XIAX@anggian.,etc, who
had the experience of taking part in the reconson®f Sino-Japanese relationship
after the second World War bequeathed valuablerisi data for the Sino-Japanese
relationship research.

There have been fruitful achievements in solid Bagadies of Japanese history
with breakthroughs in several special topics, whatlract worldwide academic
attention. In ancient Japanese history, SHEN Reatath WANG Jinlin’ researches
contributed much towards formation of ancient JaganNation and Japanese’
spritual structure. In modern and contemporaryohiss$, lots of research works,
especially dealing with the Japanese modernizagioth Japanese militarism have
been found. In the field of special history, YE \@@&study on Japanese literature and
Japanese culture, YU Xinchun'research on Sino-Jsggadiplomacy during the 1911
Revolution,WANG Xiaoqiu'study on Sino-Japanese wal exchange showed the
depth and level of Japanese studies in China. WAy and his team is another
characteristic academic highlight in “Book Roadudst of Sino-Japanese ancient
cultural exchange from a cultural interaction perdive based on basic data
collection and examination.

More access to this information book will help ytuunderstand the details
because research results such as the above mehéim®o numerous to enumerate.

lll. Translation Work and Collection and Collation of Basic Data
Thank to the improving Sino-Japanese relationshgpexpanding cultural
exchange, it becomes an obligation for Chinesearekers of Japanese studies to

attract more people to concern and understand JApanone of the important means
is to translate and publish works about Japan gl abroad.

In nearly every field of Japanese studies, thezaraany works translated into
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Chinese, including masterpieces done by Masao MARMX, Takeshi UMHARA,
Junnosuke MASUMI, Makoto IOKIBE, and In@NITOBE. A broad array of
literary masterpiece is introduced into China amasiof $seki NATSUME'’s novels
have Chinese versiorShinese readers are very familiar with Japanesenmsrsuch

as Yasunari KAWABATA, KenzabarOE and Yukio MISHIMA. Haruki
MURAKAMI “ Tornado” has been very strong ever since the 1398sorical novels
such ageyasu TOKUGAWA, Hideyoshi TOYOTOMI and Nobunag# @btten by
Souhachi MURAOKA become top sellers as soon aswesg introduced into
Chinese book market. Works about Japan writtendrgfiean and American scholars
were also translated into Chinese and publishéatge sum. For example, although
Benedict'sThe Chrysanthemum and the Swpublished by the Commercial Press
has been reprinted for 16 times, there are stk versions translated and published
in recent years. Development of translation isamy necessary for Japanese
studies but also provide soul food for the puldicibhderstand Japan.

Collection and collation of basic data have beagpmssed mainly in the field of
Sino-Japanese relations with the hardworking oh€se scholars. It is influential in
terms of data supply for further study.

In the field of Sino-Japanese cultural exchangeirgpdata of more than 1.08
million documentary references, YAN Shaodang RaG€ang Han JI Shan Ben Shu
Lu (Catalogue of Chinese Rare and Uncommon Works Sioi@par) in 3.5 Million
Chinese characters edited and published in 20Qhelfield of study of the Japanese
invasion of China and the Sino-Japanese War hestotinere are extraordinary
achievements of basic data collection and collatidfor instancetistorical
Collection of the Nanjing Massaceglited by ZHANG Xianwen becomes the most
comprehensive and authoritative basic data of #ugiNg Massacre study by
collecting materials and testimonies from thredgpaf China, Japan and the West in
30 million Chinese characters in totélloreover, several albums of materials of the
Anti-Japanese War, the Japanese invasion of Chishgerm warfare, forced labor
and other issues have been published.

VI. Expanding of Research Horizons

Due to the end of the Cold War and developmentalfalization, China and
Japan both change greatly in terms of internatiplaade and role in the resulting
balance of global politics and economy. These ceaihgve introduced new themes
and topics accordingly. In China, Japanese stuaiegxpanding to various
directions such as “Japan in the world, Japangioral relations, Sino-Japanese
relations in the world and the region and othessd many new research fields and
topics are developed and there are achievemestsme of the new fields. In the
field of Japan’s foreign relations, focuses havenbehanged from traditional topics
like Japan’s relationship with China, USA, RusSiauth Korea and North Korea to
new areas such as Japan'’s relationship with UN,AMEEU, Middle East, Latin
America in terms of regional and national relationtast decade and there are many
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new works including some pioneering scholarshipcivhiay a solid foundation for
further research and academic development.

IV. Problems and Prospects of Japanese Studies irhiDa

Although great progress has been made and mangvachents have been done
in Japanese studies in the last decade, problethshatienges do still exist in many
aspects which are worthy of attention and reflectio

First, basic theoretical research needs to begitiened. Instant-success-oriented
research and a “follow the herd” phenomenon stibts due to various reasons that
resulted in many “research achievements” of intotidn and repetition and only a
few academic masterpieces of empirical discovergpcanalysis and theoretic
innovation have international influences. Therefarris still an important task for
China’s Japanese studies circles to introduce @moademic research works in the
light of truth-seeking and spirit of scientific iowation in order to explore internal
logic of historical development in the near future.

Secondly, allocation of resources is not ratiomalggh. Most researchers of
Japanese studies are mainly work in the three majmicipalities of Beijing, Tianjin,
and Shanghai and other cities in northeast Chimdiftee poor situation in terms of
research has not been improved fundamentally umaber of provinces and
autonomous regions. The professional researchidepanese studies scattered in
different colleges are “working lone” in most casesthat it is an issue needed to be
considered that how to maximize research capaliitintegration to do large-scale
research project in the future.

Thirdly, international academic exchange needsetdeveloped. Thanks to
economic improvement and open-up to the outsidédwtirere are more academic
exchanges in various forms of international excleaangd cooperation frequently than
ever before. However, exchange levels are stilbegond those of view and
information exchanges, there are not many accepbekis of cooperative research
and both sides are still talking in their own laages. In order to further academic
exchange and cooperation, emphases should be bty qual content rather than on
guantity and forms in terms of future academic exges.

Of course, there are uncertainties in ternfeais and hot topic of Japanese
studies in China for the next period. But I'd liteesuggest following as possible
concerns.

Concerns may be focused on topics such asaffenése and their national
characteristics, experiences and lessons of Japaalsrnization, Japan's foreign
attitude and its foreign strategy and policy imisrof basic research needed to be
deepened.



In current research on follow-up countermeasui®ot topics” may include
study of contemporary Japan’s political trends necoic trends, ideological trends,
social changes, etc. Research on Japan’s foreigtions will be expanded into
more fields in order to take Japan’s policy andoacin any region and country
around the world into consideration of cooperaaod competition between China
and Japan as China’s concern and research topics.

Nevertheless, China’s Japanese studies still lasgavay to go for Chinese
researchers of Japanese studies to shoulder tbeihirgesponsibilities of healthy

development of Sino-Japanese relations as wellalsl\weace and progress.

(Translated by Zhangiwég)
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The Research Outline of Chinese Politics and Diployron Japan

(1997—2008
Xu Wansheng

The “politics” and “diplomacy” discussed here reftw the politics and
diplomacy in a narrow sense corresponding to histeconomics, military, society,
etc. The time span and material range of resedrgcts mainly covered the journal
articles and academic works published by Chinebkelars in mainland from 1997 to
2008.

During the period, with the rapid development ofir@se Reform and Opening
Up and the cooperation between China and Japanyeswarch in politics and
diplomacy has become the most dynamic field in @kidapanese studies.

1 The Summary of Studies in Japanese Politics

In the field of Japanese politics studies, Chingdaolars mainly focus on the
Development of Political Situation, Political Systeand Its Reform, Party Politics
and Political Right-deviating Tenden@esides a large amount of published journal
articles, there are also some academic writindgagéf academic value, indicating that
Chinese scholars have begun to form their own #imat system of Japanese politics
in some aspects.

1.1 Development of Political Situation

“Development of Political Situation” has always hea major field which
Chinese scholars do a longitudinal study on Jamapebtics. The research results in
this field are concerned much with the currenttpal situation and often focus on
the hotspot issues. They pay attention to the aisalgnd prediction of the future
political orientation, embodying the evolution loist of Japanese politics in a certain
degree.

In the research field of “Development of Politic&ltuation”, most upfront
research results put emphasis on the introductiohamalysis of the development of
political situation. For example, “The Analysis General Election and Political
Trend in Japan” by Lu YiJapanese Studie®o.1, 1997), “Political Trend in Japan
after General Election” by Ma Junwé€igntemporary International Relations
No0.2,1997), “The Analysis of the New Political Stture in Japan——focus on the
Political Trend after the Disintegration of New HRter Party” by Gao
Hong@apanese StudiedNo.2, 1998), “The Japanese Political Situatioterathe
Disintegration of New Frontier Party” by Wu Jingvdrid Outlook No.2, 1998), etc.

Since Koizumi Junichiro was in power in 2001, soscbolars have paid more
attention to the basic features and characteristficthe development of political
situation. For example, “Junichiro Koizumi Whi&nd Transformation of Japanese
Politics” by Wu Jinan Japanese Studies Foruxm.2, 2005) indicated that the
Koizumi Junichiro Cabinet had exerted great infeeeion the transition of Japanese
politics; “Abe Administration's Political Attributend Its Policy Choices” by Gao
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Hong (apanese StudiedNo.6, 2006) explored the Abe Administration's ippl
choices on the basis of the analysis of its “nedigsm” and strategies.

Besides, Chinese scholars intensify their researchPolitical Figures” in the
development of political situation. In this fielthe representative idapan's New
Generation Statesmahy Wu Jinan (Current Affairs Press, 2002). Bas&dhis
personal investigation in Japan with substantité dallected, the author analyzed the
situation in which Japanese politicians of new gatien surge, introduced one by
one the new political figures in the two major goll parties and made a scientific
conclusion for their common features.

The academic writings relevant to “Development ofitiRal Situation” in this
period mainly include the following one¥apan Standing in the Entrance of the New
Centuryedited by Wu Jinan (Shanghai Education Publishingd¢,1998)Japan in
Hesitation by Liu Jiangyong (Tianjin People's Publishing Hq@660), Japanese
Politics, Economics and Diplomacy in Post-Cold VEaa by Liang Yunxiang and
Ying Xiaoyan (Beijing University Press,200®/allowed Japaredited by Xue Jundu
and Lu Zhongwei (Current Affairs Press,2001gpan’s Crisisby Liu Xiaofeng et al
(People's Press, 2001), etc. Among th&ontemporary Party Politics in Japan:
Development of Political Situation since 199)sLiu Xiaolin (China Social Press,
2004) makes a detailed exploration of the evoludnJapanese internal political
situation after the Cold War.

1.2 Political System And Its Reform

The “Political System” referred here is the oneainbroad sense, including
“political institutions”, “political structure”, et

The general researches about the Japanese polystéém take the two
academic writings by Wang Xinsheng as the reprasegst One of them,
Contemporary Japanese PolitilGconomic Daily Press, 1997), gives a deep arglysi
of Contemporary Japanese Politics that covers govental process and political
institution and demonstrates various aspects ofl#panese politics by the order of
governmental process in Japan. The other Mwglernization of Political System
and Economics—Further Probing into the “Japan Mddébocial Science Academic
Press, 2002), focuses on discussing the interacthationship of post-war Japanese
political system and economic modernization, analyzthe formation, function,
variation and end of “The 1955 System” and its uafice on the economic
development. The two works push Chinese scholasgarch on Japanese political
system to a new height.

At the same time, during the evolution of Japamesdgical system after the Cold
War, “Political Reform” is absolutely one of theykeords. Hence, Chinese scholars
have paid more attention to the reforms in elet®ystem, administrative system, etc.
in Japan and the influence of the reforms on tipadese political system. The journal
articles in this field mainly include: “Small Cortsiency System and the Objective of
Japanese Bipartisan System” by Gan FeNgrtheast Asia ForumNo0.3,1998),

“ Study on the Innovation of Election System in tHeuse of Representatives in
Japan” by Zhang Qinpe Nprtheast Asia ForumNo0.2,1999), “The Analysis of
Japanese Central Government Innovation” by Xu Wamgh Journal of
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Contemporary Asia-Pacific Studi@$o.10,1999), “New Election System and Political
Innovation in Japan” by Song Changjudogrnal of Contemporary Asia-Pacific
Studies N0.3,2000), “Exploration of Theory on the Innawat of Japanese Political
System—— Analysis of Policy Report of Forum on fCeiving Japan in the
Twenty-first Century” by Gao Honglapanese Studigblo.5, 2000), “A Comparative
Analysis of Japan's Political System Reform” byHdipeng Japanese Studigblo.5,
2005), “Trends of the Evolution of Japan's PolitiSaucture” by Jin XideJapanese
Studies No.1, 2006),etc. Beside$wo Trans-century Innovations in Japadited by
Zhang Jian and Wang Jinlin (Tianjin Academy of &b8ciences Press, 2000he
National Strategy in Japan of the Twenty-first Geptoy Li Hanmei (Social Science
Academic Press, 200, conomy, Politics and Social System of Japanese &itifed
by Dai Xiaofu and Hu Lingyuan (Shanghai Universtty Finance and Economics
Press, 2002)Changing Japanese Politics and Diplomaeglited by Bao XiaQin
(Shishi Publishing House, 2004). In all the acadaewrtings mentioned above, some
chapters discuss the political system innovationJapan after the Cold WaFhe
Administration Innovation of Japan in the New Ceytedited by Wu Jinan (ShiShi
Publishing House, 2003) gives a detailed introductof the background, guiding
ideas and implementing process in all fields of le&v administrative innovation in
Japan since the end of 1990s.

Relevant to “political institutions “, there aresalsome academic writings that
focus on the introduction and analysis of Japarpediical system. For instance,
Study on Japanese Constitutitty Song Changjun (Current Affairs Press,1997),
Contemporary Political Systems in Each Country—aapg Liu Xiaolin (LanZhou
University Press, 1998 he Modernization of Japanese Politlmg Yang Xiaocheng
(Northeast Normal University Press, 199Bhe Civil Service System and the Political
Process in Japarmy Zheng Lizhi (Shanghai University of Finance dbcbnomics
Press, 2001),Congress of Japanby Yang Jianshun (Huaxia Press, 2002),
Contemporary Japandited by Zhang Jian (Tianjin Academy of Sociake8ces Press,
2005),Japanedited by Sun Shulin and Han Tieying (Social SaeeAcademic Press,
2005), Japanese Politics and Foreign Relatiobg Xu Wansheng (People's Press,
2006), Japanese Judicial Review System of Constitutignbiit Zhao Lixin (China
Legal Publishing House, 2008), etc.

1.3 Party Politics

“Party Politics” has been a key field in Japanesktipal research during the
recent years. Plentiful and substantial achievesieawe been gained in such fields as
Political Party System, Liberal Democratic PartygRee, Japanese Communist Party,
etc.

A number of scholars have published high-qualitgksoon the field of Political
Party System in the last ten yeadPsirty Politics and Modernizatioby Lin Shangli
(Shanghai People's Publishing House, 1998) anatireestructure and function of the
Japanese Political Party System from a politicaspective and “is a comprehensive
and systematical work in studying Japanese Patfitid3ovhich is creative, original
and valuable”(Zhen Zhiyu's words},he Outline of Japanese Party SysteynGao
Hong (China Social Science Publishing House, 2084¢)lores the development
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prospect of Japanese Political Party System inetiity years of the 21Century
while putting emphasis on the realignment and nggrgg process and real political
struggle among different Japanese parties afterCibld War. Study on the Ruling
Party Status of the Liberal Democratic Party of dapby Xu Wansheng (Tianjin
People's Publishing House, 2004) defines the esseintThe 1955 System” as “The
Ruling Party Status”, which is the first systemailtiand theoretical study on Japanese
Party Politics and Political Party System, and psoprofoundly into the formation,
transformation and other elements of the RulingtyP&@tatus of the Liberal
Democratic PartyPolitical Ecological Analysis of Japanese Partyst®ynby Zhang
Boyu (World Affairs Press, 2006) does a systembstiady on the post-war Japanese
Political Party System from the perspective of jocdi ecosystem.

Besides, with the collapse of “The 1955 System'taficformation of Japanese
Party Politics after the Cold War” has become ohdahe concerns for Chinese
scholars. The representative journal articles is field mainly include: “The Social
Elements in the Transformation of Japanese Pdlifeaty System” by Gao Hong
(Japanese StudigdNo.2, 1999), “Several Problems Relevant to Jagarfeolitical
Parties in the New Century” by Gao Hondapanese StudigsNo.4, 1999),
“Non-party Social Stratum and the Transformatioapan's Political Party System”
by Xu WanshengJapanese Studiedlo.2, 2004), “On Japan's ‘Cooperation between
LDP and Comeito’ in the ‘Post LDP Period™” by Xu W&heng Japanese Studies
No.1l, 2005), “Political Fund and the Transformatioh Japan's Political Party
System” by Xu Wanshenddpanese Studigblo.1, 2007), “Transformation of Japan's
Political Party System” Li YingJournal of Contemporary Asia-Pacific Studié®.5,
2007), “House of Councilors Election and the Transfation of Japan's Political
Party System” by Xu Wanshendgfpanese Studigblo.1, 2008), etc.

The research field of “Liberal Democratic Party Reg’ takesParty Politics in
Post-war Japarby Wang Zhensuo (People's Press, 2004) as thesmyative. By
taking a chorological approach and a narrative wéycombining history and
argument with an emphasis on empirical evidendas, ook studies the rise and
decline of the long-term LDP regime, and the causfethe development and the
domestic and foreign policies of the regime. Thsloto some degree fills a gap of
the study of the history of Japanese politicaliparin Mainland China. In addition,
Xu Wansheng publishes “On LDP's Faction PoliticsPast - Cold War Japan”
(Japanese StudiedNo.2, 2006), “On the Privatization of Japan’s tabsSaving
System and the Liberal Democratic Party RegimBu(nal of PLA University of
Foreign LanguagesNo.2, 2006), “On ‘Koizumi Innovation’ and the Restruction
of Japan's Liberal Democratic Partyhternational Forum,No.3, 2006) and so on.
He also analyzes and discusses in a deep way tir@adtions between the internal
mechanical structure of Liberal Democratic PartygiRee and the external social
changes after the Cold War

Besides the Liberal Democratic Party, Chinese schotepresentative works in
the research of other Japanese parties are mamliplowing onesThe Theory and
Practice of “Japanese Socialism” of the JapanesenBuwunist Partyby Cao Tianlu
(China Social Science Publishing House, 2004),ua ¢e force in studying Japanese
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Communist Party, which focuses on analyzing thet-p@s theory and practice of
“Japanese Socialism” of the Japanese Communisy, Risstovers the common laws,
summarizes experience and lessons, and predictsfutbee development;The
Development of Defending Constitution and Pacificig. Study of the Socialist Party
of Japanby Hua Guiping (People's Press, 2005), which plewia systematic study
on the security policy of the Japanese Socialisty®eom multiple perspectives. This
book “makes up the blank and insufficiency of Ckmeacholars’ studies on Japanese
Socialist Party and its security policy, with imtgort theoretical and practical
implications”(Wang Zhensuo’s words). In additiohgtjournal articles in this field
mainly include: “A Preliminary Study on the Japamd3emocratic Party” by Gao
Hong (Japanese StudiedNo.l, 1997), “The Adjustment and Background oé th
Guiding Principles of Japanese Communist PartyZbgng Boyu Japanese Studigs
No.6, 2003), “New Developments in Japan's SociahBaatic Party after the Cold
War” by Zhu Yansheng Gontemporary World & SocialismNo.2, 2005), “An
Analysis of the Political Innovation of the JapameSommunist Party” by the
Research Group of “Japanese Communist Party,” iegtute of World Economics
and Politics in Chinese Academy of Social Scien&sific Journal No.6, 2005),
“The Political Innovation of Japanese Communist tyParby Wu Guangyi
(Contemporary WorldNo.7, 2005), “Japanese Communist Party after Ccda”\iy

Xu WanshengJapanese Studies ForyMo.2, 2008), etc. From all those articles, we
can see that Chinese scholars intensify their stugin the Japanese Communist Party
owing to the continuous route adjustment of Japa@Esnmunist Party after the Cold
War and the role as an opposition party.

1.4 Political Right-deviating Tendency

“Political Right-deviating Tendency” is a basic gmdent of many Chinese
scholars about the Japanese political tendency #iee Cold War. Their studies
endeavor to reveal changes in strengths of vanpalitical forces in Japan and the
value orientation of political transition, combigirwith the studies on “Political
Conservatism”, Nationalism and statism, argumentscbnstitutional amendment,
Right-wing forces, etc.

With the subject of “Political Right-deviating Tesncy” or “Political
Conservatism”, Chinese scholars have published marks with a focus on the
background, performance and influence of politragtht-deviating tendency in Japan.
The two representative academic writings dree General Conservatism of Japan
after the Cold Waiby Lu Yaodong (China Social Science Publishing $&2004),
which explores deeply the formation, developmernt eauses of the general Political
Conservatism in Japan under the background of @saimgthe distribution of power
among political parties in Japahhe New Conservatism and Political Right-deviating
Tendency in Japan after the Cold War Zhang Guangyu (Beijing University Press,
2005), according to which New Conservatism andtiealiRight-deviating Tendency
in Japan has developed into a new stage afteralee\War and become a national and
state act in the form of socialization, legalizatand policy by Japanese major parties
and the regime. At the same time, there are mangng articles published in this
field. For example, “Study on Conservative TrendPist-war Japanese Politics” by
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Li Genan {apanese Studie®No.3, 1999), “On Japanese Present Political Tecyle
towards Right-deviation” by Liu Changmifr@¢rum of World Economy & Politics
No0.6,1999), “Causes of the Right-oriented PolititsJapan and Their Influence” by
Chen Jingyan Japanese Studies Forumlo.4, 2000), “The Development of New
Japanese Conservatism after the Cold War” by Zmshkang Contemporary World
& Socialism No.5, 2001), “The Evolution of Right Deviation &pan Politics and Its
Background” by Liu Xinghualfternational Data InformationNo.12, 2005), “On
the" Conservative Trend" of Japanese Politics” byakyjy Dahui (Teaching and
Research, No.12, 2005), etc.

Besides, a part of research results discuss “PalliRight-deviating Tendency”
from the perspective of “Nationalism”, “Conservatis or “racialism”, etc. and then
reveal the ideological essence of Japanese politndency towards right-deviation.
For exampleStudy on New Nationalism in Post-war JaganSun Zheng (People's
Press,2005) makes a systematical study on the afeaeht of New Nationalism of
post-war Japan by historical sequence, and artnaesNew Nationalism is one of the
most important thoughts of Conservatism Politicpast-war Japan and endeavors to
explore the interactive relationship of politicavelopment and the development of
New Nationalism. It is worth pointing out that soseholars advocate to use “Ethnic
Conservatism” for summarizing the mainstream paditideas in Japanese political
circle after the Cold War and trying to satisfy fhractical demands in theory research,
with the representative articles of “On ‘the Naabi©Conservatism’ in the Mondern
Japanese Politics” by Tong Shenlpganese StudiedNo.3, 2004), “Contemporary
Japan's Nationalistic Conservatism: Its Formati@oncept and My Answer to
Puzzles” by Zhang Jinshalapanese Studiehlo.3, 2007), etc.

Chinese scholars also concentrate on the studiesright-wing forces,
understanding of history, and tendency of constiiii amendment and so on as the
specific phenomena of “Political Right-deviatinghdency”.

In the research field of right-wing forces, there awo academic writings as the
representativeStudy on the Japanese Right-wing Forces after Wadd// by Sun
Lixiang (China Social Science Publishing House, 3)0Qvhich descries different
stages of the development of right-wing forces iostpvar Japan, compares
right-wing forces of Japan with those of Germamg analyzes the social basis of the
development of post-war Japanese right-wing foaes the negative influence on
China; Study on the Japanese Right-wing FortgsBu Ping and Wang Xiliang
(China Social Science Publishing House, 2005), ijhafter a brief review of the
historical evolution of right-wing campaigns in psar Japan, provides a careful
study of the relationships between right-wing aggans and right-wing forces and
reveals the close relationships between right-warges and politics in Japan. The
two works push the research of Japanese right-farggs to a new height. Besides,
Chinese scholars publish a large amount of jouartadles. For example, “Right-wing
forces in Japan” by Yuan Yunhubnternational Data InformationNo.1, 1997), “The
Historical Inspection of Japanese Right Wing's d@reh Thought and Organizations”
by Lin Xiaoguang (The Journal of Studies of China's Resistance Waiinsg Japan
No.1, 2002), “Japanese Right-wing Forces and Timémence on Japanese Internal
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and Foreign Policies” by Tong Shentgapanese Studighlo.6, 2005), etc.

As for the issues of understanding of history ame@ tdevelopment of
constitutional amendment, Chinese scholars crédidize wrong understanding of
history in Japan that denies the Aggressive Wad, slttow concerns about to the
tendency of constitutional amendment. The journ&tlas in this field mainly include:
“Japanese History Textbook Controversies” by JideXiJournal of Contemporary
Asia-Pacific StudigsNo.5, 2001), “Article Nine of Japan's Constitati@and Its
Orientation” by Guan YinChina Social Science§o.4, 2002), “The Thinking and
Choice of Japan’s Road of National Development: ém@ent on the Mid-term
Report of the Constitution Investigation Commitiefethe Lower House” by Gao
Hong Japanese StudiefNo.1, 2003), “The Right Forces in Japan and thstary
Textbook Issue” by Sun Zhichangiétory TeachingNo.1, 2003), * The Amendment
of the Japanese Constitution Forecasting Japamgd-&olitical Orientation” by Sun
Lingling (Japanese StudiedNo.3, 2005), “Japan’'s Revision of Its Constitatiand
Conservative Nationalism” by Sun Linglingournal of Contemporary Asia-Pacific
Studies No.3, 2007), “The Tendency and Influence of Cibuison Revision Politics
in Japan after the Cold War” by Xu Wanshedagurnal of Contemporary Asia-Pacific
StudiesNo.6, 2008), etc.

Besides,Study on the Perceptions of War in the Japanedigéidab Circle after
WW// by Wang Xiliang (Social Science Academic Press52@Xpounds thoroughly
the evolution of the war perceptions in post-wgralese political circle, reveals the
source of the long-term existence of the problemceming war responsibility, and
points out the basic reasons why the problems efwar settlement are prolonged.
Analysis of the Problems of Japanese Textleubted by Zhang Haipeng and Bu Ping
(Social Science Academic Press, 200R)e Truth of Japanese History Textbooks
Storm by Su Zhiliang(People’s Press,2001) aRevealing the Inside Story of
Japanese Textbook Probletmg Wang Zhixin and Liu Qi (World Affairs Press, @)
give specific statements of Japanese Textbook &mbland criticize the recessive
behaviors of Japanese government in the problemsimirical perception.

In summary, this survey of the state of Japanes$iicab research by Chinese
scholars in this period indicates that while gr@ettievements have been made, there
are some weak points. For example, the researtdh $ieould be broadened, and
studies in local politics, civilian politics, eta@ in short supply. Although a large
number of journal articles about certain hotspsties (e.g. “Political Right-deviating
Tendency”) are published, the subjects of thosesetheare highly repetitive with
similar perspectives, and their substances arellysiiaited to a description of
phenomena. With no doubt, there is much room leftifnprovement in Japanese
political research for Chinese scholars.

2 The Summary of Studies in Japanese Diplomacy

In the field of Japanese diplomacy, publicationsdbynese Scholars concentrate
on diplomatic strategy, Sino-Japanese relationsarsse-USA relations and other
foreign relations. A great number of academic pations appear in the field of
Sino-Japanese relations. Together they accountlfout 40 percent of the total
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academic publications about Japanese diplomacy.
2.1 Diplomatic Strategy

After the Cold War, due to the accelerated prooéSsipan in becoming a political
power, Chinese scholars have always paid attertbothe general tendency of
Japanese diplomatic strategy and tried to anakgzeonnotation, characteristics and
tendency, etc. The representative journal articldbis field include: “Geo-diplomatic
Strategy of Japan in Pursuit of a Political Powley”Ma Yuan World Economy &
Politics, No.7, 1997), “On Trans-century Diplomatic Strateg Japan” by Zang
Zhijun (Pacific Journa) No.3, 1999), “Brief Analysis of Japanese Forefjrategies
and the Strategy towards China” by Sun Chedgpénese StudiesNo.5, 2000),
“Discussion on Japanese Foreign Strategies afeeCtiid War” by Jin Xide \orld
Economy & Politics No.11, 2001), “A Strategic Invention or A Lack of
Strategy—Analysis of Japanese Diplomatic Strategye 21st Century” by Jin Xide
(Japanese Studieblo.1, 2003), “Japanese Diplomatic Strategy dfterCold War” by
Liu Shilong Qapanese StudiedNo.5, 2003), “The Evolution and Developmental
Orientation of Japanese Foreign Strategies” by We (International Politics
QuarterlyNo.1, 2004), “Analysis of the Features and Trendagfanese Diplomacy in
the New Century” by Li Jianmin (International Foruhio.4, 2004), “Developmental
Tendency of Japanese Diplomatic Strategies in tee NCentury” by Jin Linbo
(International StudiesNo.4, 2004), “An Analysis of the Foreign Policy die
Koizumi Cabinet” by Zhou Yongshengagpanese Studie®No.5, 2006), “The Initial
Achievements and Prospects of Abe Diplomacy” byXide (Japanese Studighlo.6,
2006), “On Japan's ‘Values Oriented Diplomacy”’ lby YongjiangJapanese Studigs
No.6, 2007), “ The Choice of Japanese Diplomacythia 2f' Century” by Jin
Xide(International Politics Quarterlyjo.1, 2008), etc.

At the same time, many research results focus pioerg Japanese diplomatic
strategy from a certain perspective. There areethmain aspects: first, because
“East-Asia Cooperation” is a big subject that isefd by Japanese diplomatic strategy
after the Cold War, some research results focudapanese diplomatic strategy in
Asia. For instance, “Japan’'s Proposed East Asiann@mity in Perspective” by Sun
Cheng (International StudigsNo.5, 2002), “East Asian Cooperation and the drein
Japan's Asian Diplomacy” by Lu Guozhorigefce and Developmentio.1, 2003),
“A Preliminary Analysis of Japan's ‘East-Asian Coomity’ Strategy” by Liu
Jiangyong Japanese StudiedNo.3, 2004), “Expansion from Southeast Asia to
Asia-Pacific’—An Analysis of Japan's Regionalismtire Cold War Era” by Wang
Shaopu Ipiternational ReviewNo.5, 2004), etc. Second, some research results fo
on Japanese diplomatic strategy from the perspeativ culture. For example,
“Culture and Japanese Diplomacy” by Shang Huipdagdnese Studieblo.3, 2003),
“A Discussion of Japanese Diplomacy from the Calt&erspective” by Liu Yana
(Northeast Asia ForumNo.5, 2003), “Trends of Postwar Japan's Stratddyultural
Diplomacy” by Ding Zhaozhon@Japanese Studie®No.1, 2006), “Japanese Culture
and Japan's Diplomatic Dilemma” by Li WeJo(irnal of Contemporary Asia-Pacific
Studies No.12, 2007), “Japan’'s Cultural Diplomacy” by Wongmei (apanese
Studies No.5, 2008), etc. Third, with the emergence af-traditional security, global
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problems and other new elements in the interndtjooletical practice, some research
fruits also show the new content in Japanese diglierstrategy. Although the
research fruits are in a small amount, they emkibdynew research direction in a
certain degree. For example, “The Global Problemd dapanese Big-Country
Diplomacy” by Lin Xiaoguang Japanese Studie®No.3, 1999), “Counter-terrorism
Diplomacy’ and Japan's Strategies” by Wang S@Gantemporary Internal Relations
No.12, 2001), “On Japan's Public Diplomacy andLitsitations” by Liu Guohua
(Japanese Studies ForunNo.4, 2006), “Tentative Analysis of ‘Human Rights
Diplomacy’ of Japan” by Li BaojunGontemporary Internal Relation®o.4, 2007),
“Japan's Public Diplomacy in the International Neaditional Security” by Li
Guangmin Northeast Asia Forum No.5, 2008), “The Strategic Intention and
Characteristics of Japan's Environmental Diplomacpy Cai LiangThe
Contemporary WorldNo.6, 2008), etc.

The academic writings in the research field of ‘Dipatic Strategy” mainly
include the followingsJapan-US Axis and Economic Diplomacy—Transformatio
Japanese Diplomachy Jin Xide (China Social Science Publishing Houk298),
which reveals deeply the features and laws of p@st-Japanese diplomacy and
explores its future directionsStudy on Shigeru Yoshida Diplomatic ThoulgitXu
Siwei (World Affairs Press, 2001) provides a casedyg of Japanese diplomatic
strategy by examining the formation, developmentl amgnificance of Shigeru
Yoshida diplomatic thought from a historical perspes; Study on Post-war Foreign
Strategy of Japaby Zhang Yali (Zhejiang People's Publishing Hou®)2), which
discusses systematically the evolution of Japarfeseign strategy;Japan and
East-Asia: A Changing Agey Sun Cheng (World Affairs Press, 2005), focuses
Japanese foreign strategy in East Asia on the bésisanges of domestic situation in
Japan;Japanese National Strategy and Its Diplomacy istEsiaby Shen Haitao
(Jilin People's Publishing House, 2006), which uéses profoundly Japanese
diplomacy in Northeast Asia on the basis of probimjo national strategic
adjustments of Japadapanese Politics and Diplomacy in the Early Twédirst
Century by Jin Xide (World Affairs Press,2006), which foegsson analyzing the
adjustment tendency of Japanese foreign stratedyerearly 21 Century and the
evolution of foreign relations on the basis of thieucture changes of Japanese
domestic politicsThirty Years for Japanese Diplomacy—from Takeo Bako Yasuo
Fukudaby Jin Xide (Qingdao Press, 2008), which discugpsefoundly the evolution
disciplines and the influence on Sino-Japanesetiorlaof Japanese politics and
diplomacy during the thirty years from Takeo Fuktol¥asuo Fukuda Cabinet, etc.

Il. Sino-Japanese Relations

Based on China’'s demands of its own national isterethe research on
Sino-Japanese relations undoubtedly is given pginmaportance by Chinese scholars
in the field of Japanese studies. Their great attenand much exploration of
Sino-Japanese relations not only coincide with ghesent situation of the mutual
dependence relationship between China and Japtalsoureflect China’s flourishing
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in the related professional disciplines such asri@tional politics and international
relations to some extent.

In the research field of Sino-Japanese relationslie$, the description and
summing-up of the bilateral relationship evolutisra kind of fundamental research
work and a threshold of the advancement in the -Sapanese relations studies.
Chinese scholars attained new achievements kegumog with the times in this
aspect:Collection of Sino-Japanese Relations after NY\1©Q71-1995, edited by
Tian Huan (China Social Sciences Press, 1997), tesijhe bilateral official treaties,
agreements, joint statements, parley bulletin, gowent officials conversations,
editorials representing or reflecting official pomn, comments and news reports, all
of which influence and affect Sino-Japanese relatidevelopment, and the book,
collecting totally 628 published documents, is aseatial information collection for
studies on Sino-Japanese relations history sincellW&an Huan, Sino-Japanese
Relations after WWI[(1945-1995), (China Social Sciences Press, 208@puands
Sino-Japanese relations development progress ailsdatcording to time sequence,
with an emphasis on major historical events andlykd and true evidences. The book
attempts to reveal experience and lessons in tbkitewn of Sino-Japanese relations
and the promising future of Sino-Japanese relati¥nsZhixian, in hisThe 30-Year
Sino-Japanese Relations (1972-2Q02urrent Affairs Press, 2002), for the first time
in Chinese scholars, utilized the materials regeoplened for the public concerning
the negotiations between the two nations for reggotheir diplomatic relation and
peace treaty to systematically analyse the newachkeristics of Sino-Japanese
relations development after the Cold War. Shi Gwgfain his The Postwar
Sino-Japanese RelationgThe Contemporary World Press, 2003), discushes t
evolution of the postwar Sino-Japanese relations. Jlanmin, History of
Sino-Japanese Relations after Cold War1989-2006jnéCEconomics Publishing
House, 2007), focuses on analysis on the new deasistcs of Sino-Japanese
relations development based on exposition of Sapadese relations development by
phases since the Cold War. Feng Ruiyun, et. AalHistory of Sino-Japanese
Relations, VIIJ (Social Sciences Academic Press, 2006), on thses k& history
phases of contemporary Sino-Japanese relationspuagp the evolution of
Sino-Japanese relations characterized by “advanteasea whole”, and so on. In
addition, a group of former diplomats who partitgmh in the restoration of the
Sino-Japanese diplomatic relations, have publisioedks, such as Zhang Xiangshan,
On Sino-Japanese Relatioffhe Contemporary World Press, 1998), Sun Pinghua,
My Experience (World Affairs Press, 1998), Liu Deyoulime Trip—The
Sino-Japanese Relations | Experienc@dommercial Press,1999), and Wu Xuewen,
Sino-Japanese Relations | Experienc@/orld Affairs Press, 2002). These books
possess highly important historical value for thelg of the Sino-Japanese relations.

Besides “chorological”’ studies on Sino-Japanesstiogls, more academic works
focus on analysis and forecasting of the presenatson of Sino-Japanese relations,
which can be called “synchronic” researches. Fetaince, Feng Zhaokudialogue:
Beijing and Tokyp(Xihua Publishing House, 1999), Jin Xidepdn Diplomacy and
Sino-Japanese Relations—the New Trend in 19QUsrld Affairs Press, 2001), Wu
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Jinan and Chen Hongbimhe Theory of “Bottleneck” of Sino-Japanese Relatijo
(Current Affairs Press, 2004), Feng Zhaokui andCirang,Report on Sino-Japanese
Relations (Shi Current Affairs Press, 2004), Liu Jiangyor®f) Lectures on
Sino-Japanese Relation@€hina Renmin University Press, 2007), etc. Amtmgm,
Jin Xide, Sino-Japanese Relations—Sino-Japanese RelatioB6higears after the
Resumption of Diplomatic Relatign®Vorld Affairs Press,2002), attempts to base the
study on the logical starting point and the hist@ripremise of Sino-Japanese
relations, to review and summarize the 30-year e@pee and lessons since the
resumption of Sino-Japanese relations, and to e#d® deeply the realistic
characteristics and the future directions of Siapahese relations. Liu Jiangyong,
China and Japan: The Changing Relations of “Coldlittally While Warm
Economically”, (People’s Press, 2007), studies mainly the cditt@ary phenomena
of “cold politics but warm economy” in the Sino-d@ese relations in the early 21st
century, their causes and related major issues,tlamdapproaches to solving the
problem on the ground of a forecasting of the gandimension of the relations.
Meanwhile, Chinese scholars publish large quastibiejournal papers about studies
on current Sino-Japanese relations. For exampégJivuechun, “Sino-Japanese
Relations in the New Era”)r{ternational StudiesNo. 4, 1997), Huang Dahui, “New
Setup in Chinese- Japanese Relationship and Jafamgtegy against China”,
(Teaching and ResearchNo0.8, 2000), Feng Zhaokui, “Strategic Thinking on
Sino-Japanese Relations{World Economics and PoliticsNo.11, 2000), Lu
Zhongwei, “The Key Lies on Enhancing Mutual Undansting-My Opinion on
Sino-Japanese Relations DevelopmentCorftemporary International Relations
No0.12,2000), Jin Xide, “An Analysis of the Phenomerof “Cold Politically While
Warm Economically” in Sino - Japanese Relatiodsip@nese StudiedNo.5,2004),
Wu Jinan, “Some Thinking on Breaking the Deadlo@étween China and Japan”,
(Japanese Studiedlo.1,2005), Liu Jiangyong, “On Japan's Straté&yientation and
the Prospect of Sino-Japanese Relatiorfsdydign Affairs ReviewNo.3,2005), Wu
Yin, “Reciprocity and Equilibrium: Trends of SinoJapanese RelationsJgpanese
Studies N03,2006), etc.. In addition, during the 2002-@Qferiod, the Institute of
Japanese Studies of Chinese Academy of Social &sdms successively conducted
three surveys of public opinion (the survey resguiblished inJapanese Studies
No.6, 2002, No.6, 2004, No.6, 2006,) thus offelimigrmation about the perceptions
by regular Chinese citizens of Japan and the Sapa+lese relations.

On the ground of *“chorological” and *“synchronic” searches on the
Sino-Japanese relations as a whole, some scha@exandown their researches into
specific topics, and analyze Sino-Japanese rekafiom a certain perspective. For
example, Liu Tianchun, et allapan’s Policies to China and Sino-Japanese Raiatio
(People’s Press, 2004), focus on Sino-Japanesaorslafrom the perspective of
Japan’s China policy. Zhang Yaowdaiwan Issue in Sino-Japanese Relatjons
(Xinhua Publishing House, 2004), reveals the caofséTaiwan Issue” and its
development in Sino-Japanese relations through ysisal of diplomatic
correspondence and historical materials. Ling Xieog, apan's Official
Development Assistance (ODA) for China and Sin@adape RelationshipWorld
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Affairs Press, 2003), with the emphasis on Jap@D# to China, further expounds
how Japan takes advantage of ODA to influence Sapanese relations under the
framework of its national strategy and discusses&$ countermeasures. Lu Yi,
How Far is China and Japan Mutually Understandingck Other?(World Affairs
Press, 2006), analyses the development of the Xipanese relations from the
perspective of the mutual understanding of theipslaf the two nations, with a focus
on the disagreements on the major issues like #redMnvading China, visits to the
Yasukuni war shrine, Japan’s ODA to China, natigedurity and military build-up.
Finally, the book proposes some suggestions onneenaent of mutual trust and
understanding.

Meanwhile, in order to promote the sound develogmeih Sino-Japanese
Relations, Chinese scholars pay attention to thsputés under Sino-Japanese
Relations Framework such as issues on understamdihgstory problems, Taiwan
Issue, the Diaoyu Island Dispute, East China Seaelsetc., and publish large
guantities of journal papers. For instance, Fengokhi, “Major Factors at Work
behind China-Japan Ties"Céntemporary Internal RelationdNo.9, 2001), Tang
Chongnan, “The Key Lies on Correctly Understandiamgd Treating History”,
(Contemporary International RelationsN0.10.2003), Zhang Jingquan, “Some
Understandings about Sino -Japanese Dispute onyDidands”,(Northeast Asia
Forum, No.2,2005), Bu Ping, “Considerations on How toderstand the History of
Sino-Japanese Relations"Cqntemporary China History Studjd®.5,2005), Sun
Bingbing, “On The East Sea Dispute and Energy catjpm between China and
Japan”,Pacific JournaJNo.6, 2005), Zhu Fenglan, “China-Japan Disputer dast
China Sea and Its Resolution in Prospect¥dutnal of Contemporary Asia-Pacific
StudiesNo0.7,2005), Wang Shan, “Japan's Energy Policy bm& In the Perspective
of the Oil Dispute in East China Se&gntemporary International
RelationsNo0.12,2005), Chen Yongming, “Japan’s Reinforceroétis Relations with
Taiwan: Causes and Influencedggrnal of Contemporary Asia-Pacific
StudiesNo0.2,2006), Wu Jinan, “Readjustment and Impactagfan's Taiwan Policy in
the New Century”’Taiwan Research QuarterlyNo.3,2006), etc. Especially on the
studies on the cognition of historical issues, €sescholars once argued about “new
thinking of the diplomacy to Japan”. For exampld)i ¥ihong, Sino-Japanese
Rapprochement and Diplomatic RevolutioBStrategy and Managemerito.2, 2003,
Zhang Haipeng, “On the Problem of Historical Stedef Modern Sino - Japan
Relation”, (The Journal of Studies of China's Resistance Waainsyg Japan
No.1,2004),etc.

Compared with the past, it is worth paying closerdton that two new trends
appeared in Sino-Japanese relations studies ipehisd.

The first is to discuss Sino-Japanese relationsi fthe perspective of Japan’s
domestic politics. For exampldapan’s Movement toward "Ordinary Country " after
the Cold War and the Development of Sino-JapanesiatiBns (China Social
Sciences Press, 2005) by Li Jianmin, studies tine-3apanese relations from the
point of view of the Japanese domestic politicihvai focus on changes of Japanese
national strategies in general and the movemenarvan “Ordinary Country” in

22



particular. Huang Dahui, in hidapan’s Policy to China and its Domestic Politics
(The Contemporary World Press, 2006), takes adgarméa combination of political
and historical research methods to discusses ailsi¢he influence and effect of all
Japanese domestic actors of political behaviothenmbrmalization of Sino-Japanese
relations. The book is a masterpiece of studiesx@amalization of Sino-Japanese
relations. Zhai Xin, in hiKenzo Matsumura Group and ChinéSocial Sciences
Academic Press, 2007), identifies Kenzo Matsumwa@u@s interactions with China
as a diplomatic channel of the Liberal Democratcty regime to connect China.
This judgment is supported by evidences from theu@s policies and activities
toward China before the normalization of the dipddim relations. Huang Dahui,
Japan's Power Building-up and Sino-Japanese Relsti®ocial Sciences Academic
Press, 2008), discusses the tendency of Japanggkdrfor the status of big political
power and its impacts on Sino-Japanese relations.

The second point worth of attention is to explomSlapanese relations from the
perspective of multilateral relations. For exampl@hang Yunling, The
China-US-Japan Relations in Transitig@hina Social Sciences Press, 1997), Liu
Jianfei, Hemies, Friends or Partners—Evolution of China-pah Strategic
Relations (1899-1999), (Central Party Document Press, 2000), Zhang Ygnlin
Partners or Opponents—Transformation of the Reteatiof China, US, Japan and
Russia (Social Sciences Academic Press, 2001), Lu NaighEhe 50-Year Relations
of China, US, and Japan, The Contempojdporid Press, 2001), etc.. Liu Jianfei
and Lin XiaoguangThe Strategic Relations of China, US and JaparhenEarly of
the 21st Century(Central Party School Press,2002), from the matsge of trilateral
interaction, systematically analyzes the bilatemall trilateral common interests,
contradictory of China, US, and Japan, and the |ldpuweent trend of trilateral
relations. Ren XiaoThe Trilateral Relations of China, US and Japd#hejiang
People’s Publishing House, 2002), focuses on aisatysthe evolution of China, US
and Japan on the basis of theoretical explanafitimedrilateral relations. Lian Degui,
The Evolution of US-Chinese Relations and US-JagmnRelations 1949-1972
( World Affairs Press, 2006), analyzes the trilateelations of China, US and Japan
from a macro-perspective, expounds in detail théeipal contest among China, the
United States, and Japan on the “Taiwan Issue” ft&40 to 1972, and attempts to
reveal the characteristics of the relationships ranahe three countries.
Sino-Japanese Relations in the 21st Cenedited by Jin Xide (Chongging Press,
2007) intends to examine Sino-Japanese relatiotiseirearly 21st century from the
dual perspectives of the bilateral relations arerégional cooperation. Zhu Ning, in
his Sino-Japanese Geo-strategy and East Asia Rdénmdé€Zhejiang People’s
Publishing House,2007), makes an analysis of Sapaidese security relations on the
level of China-US-Japan trilateral relations on liasis of analysis on Sino-Japanese
relations on the bilateral level, and it also makesnalysis of China and Japan in the
strategic environment of East Asia.

Especially in the research field of the trilatehtions of China, US, and Japan,
besides the academic works, Chinese scholars aldesip a large amount of journal
papers. For example, Wu Xinbo, “Seeking for the aBaéd Development of
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China-Japan-US Relations¥Morld Economics and PolitictNo.2,1999), Shi Yinhong,
“The Triangular Relationship of China, US and Jap#fistorical Retrospect, Case
Comparison and Conceptual AnalysisVdrld Economics and PoliticsNo.1,2000),
Yang Bojiang, “The Trilateral Relations between 1@hi America and Japan in the
General Trend”,Contemporary Internal Relation®o.3,2002), Xai Liping, “On the
Trilateral Relations between China, US and Japath@ 21st Century”,Pacific
JournalNo.1,2004), Lin Xiaoguang, “Analysis of Interestugture in Sino-Japanese
Relations And Triangle Relationship of China, U.&d Japan”,(Peace and
DevelopmentNo.4,2004), Wang Jisi, “The Development Trend ofateral Relations
from the Power Comparison of China, Japan and US8iternational Politics
Quarterly, No.3,2008), etc..

[ll. Japan-US Relations

In the research field of the Japanese diplomacidbs Sino-Japanese relations,
Japan-US relations with the US-Japanese Securigngement as the core, is among
the bilateral relations to which Chinese scholag plose attention. Furthermore, in
the background of intensification of Japanese-AocagriSecurity Guarantee System
since the Cold War, Chinese scholars further intgrtbeir efforts to study the
connotation of “Japan-US Alliance” and Japan’s nmegsat toward a great power and
its influence on the securities of China and surdog regions.

Recent representative works include: Liu ShilongS-Japan Relations
(1791-2001) (World Affairs Press, 2003), which combines thedges of history and
international issues, and takes the past and gregaation of Japan-US relations as
the object, and discusses the historical cycleaphd-US relations development. Liu
Yan, Interpretation on US-Japan Alliance after the CaMar and its Influence on
Sino-Japanese Relatign€hina University of Political Science and Lave§s, 2008),
which makes selective analysis of the influenceaan-US Alliance evolution on
Sino-Japanese relations development, based orp#uifis explanation of Japan-US
Alliance evolution after the Cold War, etc..

Journal articles on Japan-US relations can be edividto three categories. Firstly,
some focus on the “redefinition” problem of Japa®-Blliance. For example, Yang
Bojiang, “Analysis of the Mid-Term Report on Japdrs. Amendment of Defense
Alliance's Directions”, Contemporary International Relation§lo.7, 1997), Jin Xide,
“Redefinition of US-Japan Alliance and its Futureedd”,(\World Economics and
Politics, No.7,2000), Wang Gonglong, “A New Recognitiontio¢ "Redefinition" of
Japan-U.S. Alliance”Japanese StudiedNo.5,2002), etc.. Secondly, some examine
the trend of Japan-US Alliance. For example, ReanXtOn US-Japan Alliance in the
1990s”, American Studies QuarterlyNo.4,2000), Xu Wansheng, “The Three Major
Trends of Japan-US Alliance Relationship after t@eld War”, Journal of
Contemporary Asia-Pacific StudieN0.10,2000), Lu Guozhong, “The Development
of Japan-U. S. Relationship after Sept.1Pedce and Developmento.2, 2002),
Zhu Fenglan, “The Adjustment of Japan-US Alliancéera the Cold War”,
(International Forum No.5, 2005), Xu Wansheng, “On the Transformatunthe
US-Japan Alliance: From the Post-Cold War to 9.(lhternational Forum, No. 6,
2005). Liu Xing, “On the Vitality of US-Japan Adince”, World Economics and
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Politics, No.6, 2007). Thirdly, some concentrate on theemél influence issue of
Japan-US Alliance. For example, Yang Bojiang, “Thensolidation of US-Japan
Alliance: Japan’s Strategic Springboard for the t2Century?”, Contemporary
International RelationsNo0.6,1999), Xu Wansheng, “Japan-USA Alliance dadan's
Military Power Building-up”,Journal of Contemporary Asia-Pacific Studies
No0.4,2004), Wang Chuanjian, “USA- Japan Alliancel alapan's Policy Towards
Korea Peninsular after the Cold Wardp(irnal of Contemporary Asia-Pacific Studies
N0.9,2005), Liu Jiangyong,“The Transformation of -U&an Alliance and Its
Influence on China”, Iternational Review No0.1,2006), Wu Huaizhong, “The
Japan-U. S. "Realignment” Consultation and the Re#adent of Japan's Security
Strategy”, {apanese StudiedNo.4, 2006), Zhang Jingquan, “The Influence of
Forming Alliances upon the Rise and DevelopmentaoCountry--A Historical
Analysis of Japan as an ExampleJapanese StudiefNo.3, 2006), Xu Wansheng,
“US-Japan Alliance and Japan’s Expansion of Armanefter the Cold War”,
(International Politics QuarterlyNo.1, 2008), etc..

In addition, as mentioned above, many researchewehients are about
Japan-US relations under the trilateral relatidnSluna, US and Japan. Here we will
not go further on this point.

IV. Other Foreign Relations

In the research field of other foreign relationshir@se scholars’ academic
achievements involve Japan’s economic diplomagyada diplomacy to Southeast
Asia, Japan’s UN diplomacy, Japan-Russian relatidins relations of Japan and
countries in Korean Peninsula.

Economic diplomacy is the important mainstay ofalepdiplomacy after WWIL.
Since the mid-1900s, Chinese scholars have obtaoet: new achievements in the
research field of Japan’s economic diplomacy, aafigdocusing on the systematical
studies on “official development assistance”, resgl in a consensus of the
“politicizing” trend of economic assistance. Thenesentative academic works in this
field include: Zhang JiarRostwar Japan's Economic Foreign Relations(195221,97
(Tianjin People’s Publishing House, 1998). This lb@ystematically expounds the
formation of the postwar Japan’s economic diplomacyccordance with Japan’s
three mainlines to US, Southeast Asia, Western eurdin Xide,Japan's Official
Development Assistancgsocial Sciences Academic Press, 2000), witlrékelation
of postwar Japan’s ODA basic content and charatiesi as its main objective,
discusses Japan’s ODA theory, history, and imporaents following in order and
makes selective analysis of some advanced thealretgties and Japan diplomacy. In
addition, the representative journal papers incluga Wansheng, “On Japan’s
‘Strategic Assistance’ after WWII”,North East Asian ForumNo.3, 1999), Lin
Xiaoguang, “An Analysis of Japan's Official Devetopnt Assistance Policy”,
(Contemporary International Relationdlo.2, 2003), Zhu Yansheng, “Japan’s ODA
Policy in the 21st Century and Japan’s ODA PolmyChina”, (nternational Forum
No.2, 2004), Wang Shan, “A Brief Analyses of Japd&mergy Diplomacy toward the
Middle East”, Contemporary Internal RelationsNo0.3,2004), Wu Jinan, “An
Analysis of A New- round Energy Diplomacy of Japaf€ontemporary International
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Relations N0.10,2007), Li Xiushi, “An Analysis on Japan'siéEgy Diplomacy”,
(World Economy StudyNo.11,2007), etc..

The representative academic works in the reseatth df Japan’s diplomacy to
Southeast Asia, include: Qiao Linshenggpan's Foreign Policy and ASEAN
(People’s Press, 2006), which studies war indemamty Japan’s returns to Southeast
Asia, Japan’s economic, diplomatic, security pebgiJapan’s regional cooperation
policy, and argues that Japan’s policies to ASEARnwfrom an emphasis on
economy to both economy and politics and finallyptaitics only. Deng Shichao,
From Hostility to Amity: ASEAN-Japan Relations ssm&/WII, (World Affairs Presg
expounds the developing process of the mutual ioekttiip between Japan and
ASEAN after WWII by phases. Moreover, the repreagwe journal papers include:
Wang Gonglong, “Japan’s Diplomatic Policy to ASEAN the 1990s”, Japanese
Studies No.4, 1997), Ji Xide, “Formation and Evolution &pan’s Diplomacy to
Southeast Asia”, Journal of Contemporary Asia-Pacific Studid$o.7, 1998), Jin
Xide, “Transition of Japan’s Diplomacy to Southedstia—from Fukutaism to
Hashimotoism” Journal of Contemporary Asia-Pacific Studiék.7,1998), etc..

In the research field of Japan’s UN diplomacy, ifygresentative academic works
include: XiaogangJapan's UN Diplomacy after the Cold W@world Affairs Press,
2002), Lian Huixin,Studies on Japan’s UN Diplomadyfianjin Academy of Social
Sciences, 2007). And the related journal papeifsidec Ding Shichuan, “Reasons of
Japan’s Enhancement of Diplomacy to UN since théd Gbar”, (International
Review No.1, 1997), Sun Cheng, “Japan's Pursuit of PeemaMembership of the
UN Security Council”, Contemporary Internal Relation®No.8, 2001), Li Jianmin,
“Japan's Normal Nation Object and its DiplomacyiN”, (Journal of Contemporary
Asia-Pacific Studied\o.7, 2004), Zhang Senlin, “A Cause Analysis gfalds Aim to
Become a Standing Member of UNSCJapanese Studies ForyiMo.1,2005), Zhang
Senlin, “A Cause Analysis of Japan's Aim to Becartgtanding Member of UNSC”,
(Japanese Studies ForyNo.1,2005), Huang Dahui, “Japan’'s UN Diplomaceratihe
Cold War”, (Teaching and Research, No0.3,2008),etc..

In the research field of Japan-Russian relationth wie core of Northern
Territory Issue, the representative work is Li Ybog Russo-Japanese Relations
(World Affairs Press, 2007). Besides, there areoasitlerable number of journal
papers, for example, Lu Guozhong, “The Background ®&evelopment of the
Warming-up Japan-Russian Relatiof®®ace and Developmentlo.4,1997), Wang
Qinghai, “The Important Adjustment of Japan’s Diplatic Policy to Russia”,
(Contemporary International Relation®N0.10,1997), Liu Guiling, “The Strategic
Adjustment of Russo-Japanese Relations toward 1ls¢ Qentury”, Contemporary
International Relations N0.12,1997), Xia Yishan, “The New Development of
Russo-Japanese Relationghtérnational StudiesNo.2,1998), Wang Qinghai,“The
Origin, Development and Trend of Northern Territdssue between Japan and
Russia”, East European Russian &Central Asian Studids.3,1999), Lin Xiaoguang,
“Japan-Russia Relations at the Turn of the 21sttu®¢h (Japanese StudieNo.5,
2001),etc..

The representative journal papers in the reseaetth 6f the relations of Japan
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and the countries in Korean Peninsula include:Zbiying, “Retrospect and Prospect
of Japan-Korean Relations”Céntemporary International Relation®lo. 9, 1997),
Ding Yingshun, “The Adjustment of Japan’s Policykorean Peninsula after the Cold
War”,(Journal of Contemporary Asia-Pacific Studiddo.2,1999), Lin Xiaoguang,
“The Post-War Development and Trend of the Relatigm between Japan and
Korea”,(International Forum No.2,2000), Zhang Yushan, “The Current Situatod
the Future of the Relation between Japan and N¢otkea”, (Northeast Asia Forum
No. 1,2003), Wang Shaopu, “The Basic Features paddan Korean Policy Frame
After Cold War”, World Economy StugWo.5,2002), a Dianjun, “Japan-North Korea
Relationship and North Korea Nuclear Issudlpitheast Asia ForumNo.2,2005),
Liu Shilong, “Japan- U.S. - ROK Cooperation and Muglear Issue on the Korean
Peninsula”, Japanese Studieblo.2,2006), etc..

In addition, Chinese scholars’ concerns in Japdip®macy involve the relations
between Japan and the countries or regions of ,ltldeaMiddle East, Central Asia,
Europe and Africa. For instance, Li Fan, On Jap&awbcy to the Middle East after
WWI1(1952-1996), (Tianjin People’s Publishing Hous2000), Pan Dechang, “On
Diplomatic Activities between the Heads of Europ&wountries and That of Japan”,
(Japanese Studies ForyumNo0.1,2002), Luo Jianbo, “Japan's Post-Cold War
Diplomatic Policy to Africa”, [nternational ReviewNo0.1,2003), Cheng Chuanlin,
“Japan’s Diplomacy in Central AsialJournal of Contemporary Asia-Pacific Studies
No. 1,2005), Hu Shisheng, “Warming of Indo - Jag@Relations in the Perspective
of Koizumi's Visit to India”, Contemporary International Relationslo.5,2005), Jin
Xide, “The Evolution of Japan's Policy towards &ldle East”, (Japanese Studies
No0.4,2006), Zhao Jieqi, “What Is Japan's Intenabfarrying Out ‘the Diplomacy of
Drawing India Over to Its Side” Japanese Studieblo.6,2006), Zhu Yongbiao, “An
Exploration of the Causes of the Closely Tied Japad Central Asia’(Japanese
Studies N0.2,2007), Shen Xuhui, “From Aid Diplomacy ta&egic Diplomacy: An
Analysis of the Evolution of Japan's Central Astadign Policy”, Japanese Studies
No0.2,2007), Bai Ruchun, “The Development of JapBokcy towards Africa—From
the Viewpoint of Japan’s ‘International Conferenceon  African
Development™,(Japanese Studieblo.5,2008),etc.

In conclusion, Chinese scholars have made greanaes in the filed of Japan’s
diplomacy, but there are some weak points. For @kanidespite an increase in the
number of academic works on Sino-Japanese relatlmre is too much about
comprehensive studies compared with the insufficieematic studies; the research
achievements of Japan’s other foreign relationslirera wide range of subjects, but
there is a lack of solid academic works for many lssues. Undoubtedly Chinese
scholars’ research on Japan’s diplomacy will makeaigr progress in the wider
viewpoint.

(Translated by Ke Huanhuan, Zhang jinzhe)
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Status of Research on Japanese Economy in China

during the last decade(1997-2008)

Mang Jingshi

Two major basic factors effect the study of the Japanese economy in
China: One is the dynamic change in the actual economy, the other is the
development of economic theories. The former aspect influences the
Japanese economy research in China far greater than the latter one, also
reflects the “current situation research” feature in the economic research
field. During the past ten years, Japanese economy has oscillated
between depression and recovery. Economic system reform has made
considerable progress. In 1997, caught in the dilemma of fiscal reform and
demand stimulation, the Hashimoto Cabinet decided to raise the
consumption tax. Unexpectedly, the policy made the depression worse, and
in Japanese economic circles, this policy was called the "policy of
Depression". In the following Asian financial crisis, the Japanese financial
industry suffered greatly, ultimately forming an long-term depression in
postwar. The depression maintained until the end of 2004. The automatic
growth rate of Japanese economy eventually recovered, but was still very
weak. In this long-term depression, the Japanese economy underwent
profound structural changes, especially in fields like enterprise, labor,
social security, finance and public finance. This dynamic evolution of
Japanese macro-economy, as well as the institutional and structural
changes through this period, form the background of the Japanese
economic research in China. Actually, the field of Japanese economy
research in China has been very broad during the past decade, covering
nearly all respects of the Japanese economic dynamics mentioned above.
However, from the aspect of academic resource allocation, the Japanese
economic research community in China is mainly focused on the formation,
reasons and impact of Japan’s bubble economy and on the experience and
lessons we learned from the prolonged depression after that. Another
related topic that intrigued this research community is the economic
reform that took place since Japan fell into the long-term depression. In
addition to the more traditional research fields such as finance and
financial policies, there has been study of public finance and fiscal policies,
enterprise system and the employment system, Japanese social security,
the progress of high-tech industries, technological innovation system, and
the recycling economy.
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Researches on Bubble Economy and Long-term Recession

Since the bursting of economic bubbles in the 199@panese economy has
been under long-term downturn and recession, ameders deflation has occurred
after entering the Z1century. China’s scholars researching Japanessoeso are
fully aware that this is the most serious econoreimession Japan has experienced
after World War II. Reasons and lessons for thigeHaeen widely analyzed, mainly
not from technical perspective, but from more macopic ones such as relationship
between government and market, as well as econpuiicies and systems etc.
Studies by Wang Luolin, Yu Yong-ding and Li Wei ageite influentiat, while
equally important analytical work has also beemrriedrout by Tian Zhongjing, Chi
Yuaniji? and Zhou Zehorig

According to these studies, Japan’s long-term emomaecession, which is
reflected in its serious economic downturn, isrégult of multiple factors, including
interactional, domestic and policy etc. The mospontant one, however, is due to
Japan’s development model and economic system.hén 19980s, the Japanese
economy had been awesome even for the U.S., ansloticalled Japan Model was
once regarded as a successful example for govetrapemnated “overtaking
economy”. But, as the Japanese government failedcdovert its excessive
intervention in time and made some substantiallpngr decisions at a critical
moment, the bubble economy was henceforth formeith Wursting of the bubble
economy, Japanese economy stepped into a seveee cri

The shortcomings and negative role of Japan’s iagistconomic system is
particularly reflected in the following aspect: @nda “government-dominated”
system, an “iron triangle” of government, officiahd financial authority has been
formed gradually, and at the same time excessiwk avusive intervention on
economic activities have also been conducted by dgbgernment, including
government regulation, administrative direction aofticial “airlanding” etc. In a
modern market economy, economic intervention byginernment is necessary, but
should not be in so extensive and even unnormatitent that damages, restrains and
distorts the functions of market mechanism. Unaablg Japan is facing a third
system innovation since the Meiji Restoration, andrently it is performing a

! wang Luolin, Yu Yongding, Li Wei: “Japanese Econoim the 1990s”, The Journal Of World Economy, N6. 1
2001

2 Tian Zhongjing, Chi Yuaniji: “The Restrictive Facsaand Prospects of Economics Growth in Japan”, The
Journal Of World Economy, No. 8. 2008

8 Zhou Zehong: “Government Intervention in Crises:|&gfons on the causes of Japan’s Economic
Crisis”,Contemporary Economy Of Japan, No. 1. 2003
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compulsory institutional transformation.

It should be noticed, nevertheless, while pointg the severity of Japan’s
economic recession and the shortcomings of its@oansystem, China’s Japanese
economy researchers are very clear-minded to weaty from the perspective of the
Japanese government’s policy orientation, Japaapjgoaching the U.S. Model,
without abandoning its own features, but instegolaing a new development path.
Although its economic development in the 1990s hedly frustrated, Japan remains
the second largest economic power in the worldthedargest in Asia, which means
that the huge potential of the Japanese economylshever be underestimated.

A meaningful direction for China’s Japanese econamgearchers is to use
China’s reform and development as the backgrounthémoretical thinking to analyze
the experience and lessons from the Japan Modeathwisi to be blamed for the
formation of bubble economy and long-term recesdr@presentative scholars in this
field include Ma Jiantang and Yang Zhengfyeiho think that: first of all, a good
environment should be created for reform so thainemic questions can be
addressed in the process of development. The Jepa@oyernment wants to get out
of economic difficulties through reform, but forbibadvancing reform under
economic recession and tight environment will itegdly intensify economic
downturn and may even hinder the smooth progressioneform; secondly, in
economic opening-up, the strategy for economic ld@weent which is dominated by
domestic demands must be adhered to since all stongiants of the world are
based on domestic markets and demands. In 1983atfenese government decided
to adjust its economic development strategy atna tivhen Japanese Yen appreciated
and export pressure rose, by switching to a domeftimands-driven economic
growth. But in reality, domestic demands were nmbddted and economic downturn
gradually worsened since then; thirdly, attentibowdd be paid to controlling fiscal
and financial risks. Japan’s huge financial dedia@nd bad creditor’s rights make
macroscopic regulation by the government almosossjble and have become a big
obstacle for the nation to shake off recessiondeatlop healthily; finally, economic
viability and corporate competitiveness should beproved. The Japanese
government’s structural reform and economic regar@r program, mainly through
reducing government intervention, enhancing cofgorandependency and
accelerating technological innovation, aims to ¢feathe model of economic growth
from government-dominated to domestic demands-drie@d thereby improve
insufficient viability of the business community.

4 Ma Jiantang, Yang Zhengwei: “Japan’s Economy: CetepRecession, Unbreakable Long-standing Habit,
Profound Lesson”, The Journal Of World Economy, Na2002
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After the bubble economy collapsed, Japan’s baditorés rights increased
continuously and imposed increasingly prominentatieg influence on the Japanese
economy. How to deal with bad creditor’s rights draes a top priority for the
Japanese government to set down countermeasurgstailjge economic crisis and
has also attracted the attention of many Chinesearehers of Japanese economy. As
a result, a number of research fruits have beeerrgted, covering extensive aspects
such as the reasons, scale and influence of Japad'screditor’'s rights and the
policies, measures, means and effects of the Japa@yozyernment in dealing with bad
creditor’s rights etc. For example, researches g\ uolir?, Li Xiao®, Li Wei’, Fu
Junwefl and Chen Horig® etc. are some representative papers in this area.

These researches examine in details the measukes fay the Japanese
government to deal with bad creditor’'s rights, #xample, enactingfhe Law
Regarding Emergency Measures for Professional Houwseancing Firms
establishing special organizations to purchaset joiaditor’s rights, improving the
deposit insurance system, infusing public fundgngjthening the financial regulation
system, reforming the traditional financial systend boosting the competitiveness of
financial institutions etc. These researches alsanimously summarize Japan’s
experience and lessons in dealing with bad creslitayhts. They point out that, bad
creditor’s rights must be dealt with in time ancidevely to avoid accumulation of
such rights and consequential increase in the afodéaling; while dealing with bad
creditor’s rights, information asymmetry should betused to cover data/information,
information disclosure and transparency shouldnioeeased, relevant legislations be
formulated, and financial oversight be strengtheeda matter of fact, all of China’s
major banks also have the problem of bad assedsth@nratio of risky loans in some
commercial banks is even very high. These studieshe Japanese government’s
experience in dealing with bad creditor’s rights Bfina’s Japanese economy
researchers are of quite active meaning for Chioay facing similar questions, to
take corresponding measures to ensure healthyafeaeht of the banking sector and
to maintain financial stability. A related area tesearches said above is the
reorganization of Japan’s banking sector aftertthieble economy collapsed. Zhang

5 Wang Luolin: “The Bad Claim Problem of Japan’s FitiahInstitutions”, International Economic ReviewoN
5-6. 1997

5 Li Xiao: “Dealing with The Housing Finance Professls Problem and The Institutional Transformagiahese
Market Economy”, The Journal Of World Economy, N01994

” Li Wei: “Japan’s Bad Claim and “The Overall Finardvitalization Program
Politics, No. 10. 1998

8 Fu Junwen: “Bad Claim in Japan’s Banking and Thet®wis to It", World Economy Study, No. 1. 1999

9 Li Wei, Chen Hong: “Japan’s New Measures to De#h\Biad Claim”,Studies Of International Finance, No. 3
1999

10 Chen Hong, Li Wei: “Japan’s Administrative Measuaes Operation Key of Dealing with Bad Claim”,
International Economic Review, No. 7-8. 1999
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Darondg® and Wu Deli&? etc. have examined and introduced in details toegss,
scale and pattern of Japan’s reorganization dfatking sector in mid and late 1990s,
provided valuable information and summarized suebrganization as well as
features of the banking sector’s new pattern whigh been formed consequently.

Generally speaking, forming and bursting of bubbhaB inevitably lead to
economic fluctuations, but the Japanese economy dudfered an uncommon
long-term recession and the reasons for this aite gomplicated, not totally clear
even for now and remaining to be further inveséidatA shared opinion, including
among the international academic community, is thatitutional factors are the
fundamental and decisive reason. As mentioned alibige opinion is also held by
Chinese researchers of the Japanese economy. Hovexysanation for Japan’s
long-term recession is more directly related tcedffevaluation of the Japanese
government’s economic policies. According to reskas by Ma Jiantang and Yang
Zhengwei, since bursting of the bubble economyadapmacro regulation which is
based on deficit financing policy, not only fails activate economy apparently, but
instead has accumulated tremendous fiscal anddialarisks, leaving basically no
room for macro regulation to play its role; whil@r the perspective of monetary
policy, too many bad creditor’s rights result irodked transmission mechanism of
monetary policy and failure of the zero interese gaolicy. According to Liu RdF, in
the process of stimulating economic recovery inlatmration with expansive
financial policy, monetary policy seems not to [selass due to the “liquidity trap”,
but rather is used to explore the efficacy of mofigictions and seek a subtly
effective workability in a seemingly inoperable spaso that zero interest rate and
loose monetary policies will play certain role imimtaining a stable financial system
and supporting economic recovery.

Studies on Japan’s Economic System and Structuraldétorm

After completing its transformation into industrietonomy and becoming an
economic giant, Japan has begun to adjust its ewscnaevelopment strategy,
economic growth model and economic system. Dueotmihg of the bubble
economy and consequential prosperity of the vire@dnomy, this adjustment is
delayed and various shortcomings have appearettiaétdubble economy collapsed,

11 Zhang Darong: “Basic Formation of Japan’s BankingdRewination Pattern”, Intertrade, No. 6. 2000

12 Wu Delie: “The Background, Effects and Revelatiorthef Japanese Banking Recombination”, Studies Of
International Finance, No. 1. 2000

13 Lju Rui: “Japan’s Currency Policy in the Proces&oing Out of the Depression”, Japanese Studies1No.
2007

32



henceforth leading to an era of big reform for Jegp@&conomic system. Under the
realistic background of China’s economic systenomef by which the nation’s
planned economy is changed to market economy, apeform of its economic
system and structure has become a topic of utnorstecn to China’s researchers in
Japanese economy, which has more or less beerdtag@émost all of them.

For studies on Japan’s economic system reformpétessary to understand the
features which distinguish Japan’s economic sy$tem others and its modern origin.
Japan’s economic system completely differs from Almglo-Saxon one, and some
characteristic studies have occurred on the b&siss According to Jiang Ruipifig
for example, modern Japanese capitalism in esssrac&ind of corporate monopoly
capitalism and the Japan Model should be definedodel of corporate monopoly
capitalism, which is reflected in all major aspeofsmodern Japan’s social and
economic structures such as corporate governarcetlge, macro operational
mechanism, relationship between distribution amtistebution and models of saving
and accumulation etc. With regard to the origimafdern Japan’s economic system,
there are also some characteristic researchesexamnple, Feng W& reviews the
opinions of some Japanese scholars such as OKetakiji, Okuno Masahiro, Victor
Koschmann and Yamamura Kozo etc., thinking thaicbi@atures of modern Japan’s
economic system were formed during the period oftima controlled economy,
while core elements of the “total war system” wkept after World War Il and have
constituted the prototype of Japan’s postwar ecana@ystem. According to Yang
Dongliang'®, wartime is just an important stage for the fororatof postwar
economic system and some elements of wartime edoneystem have crucial
influence on the postwar system, but essentiabmiffce exists between the two and
they should not be confused. In addition, Yang aldends rejective criticism against
the “1940 system”.

China’s Japanese economy researchers are also dwllye of the timeliness of
Japan’s economic system which has been formed wettain historic conditions,
and this is reflected in relevant researches oranlsg'institutional fatigue” and
institutional analysis of Japan’s economic recessiBepresentative researchers
include Chi Yuanji, Li Xiao, Tian Zhongjir§ and Zhou Zehor§, whose analysis
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starts from key components of Japan’s economiaregiuch as wage system based
on seniority, main bank system and lifetime empleginsystem etc., believing that
with the ending of Japan’s rapid economic growtth economic system shows many
shortcomings and enters ‘“institutional fatigue”, ieth badly needs reform and
innovation. Yu Bingdiao’s researth summarizes Japan’s economic and social
systems as composing of bureaucracy-based incanpbefirket competition
mechanism and conservative, out-of-date political&d system, which are analyzed
respectively, and draws the conclusion that Japaetmomic system has fallen into
“institutional fatigue” and that revitalization cée realized only by transformation of
industrial structure and innovation in economicteys According to An Garfg
relational transactions are the reasons for thardagracle and the nation’s economic
recession; when the market mechanism is unsoufatioreal transactions drive the
taking-off of the Japanese economy, but when theak@&hamechanism gets
increasingly developed, relational transactionsehawore become a factor that
restrains Japan’s economic development and inrberesult in declining economic
efficiency as well as economic recession; changragsactions from relational to
non-relational is the key for Japan’s economic vecy

Ultimately, understanding Japan’s economic systeh jadging its timeliness
must be based on researches over the nation’snredbrits economic system and
structure. In this regard, China’s Japanese econmesgarch community has devoted
considerable efforts and published plenty of regdeaesults, which are mainly
reflected in research activities as follows.

Studies on “Economic Reform” by the Koizumi Cabinet

According to the research by Jiang Ruigignitiation of the economic reform
plan by the Koizumi Cabinet has a profound econobackground, wherein most
mentionable are three problems puzzling the Japasmmomy — bad creditor’s rights,
financial deficit and institutional rigidity. Althagh Koizumi’s economic plan exactly
aims at these problems, there are many obstacleaagdthe process of actual
implementation, which has already had many negatiffects. According to He
Yiming's research work, the policy indicators set by Japanese Prime Mnis
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Junichiro Koizumi in a bid to reconstruct the Jagsmeconomy have become a hot
topic both in Japan and internationally. Japaned®mals have high expectations for
the Koizumi Cabinet’s ability in reining the econgiand the international society has
equally high anticipation, though the Japanese @ognstill faces a number of
difficulties. The new cabinet stresses on a “resglveform”, but whether can these
reform measures put the Japanese economy on tkedfalisciplined recovery still
remains to be proved as time passes. Research &ygZAugud® evaluates the
performance of the Koizumi Cabinet’s economic nefopointing out that in the first
two years since Koizumi’s inauguration, the Japaresonomy still shows no sign to
get out of difficulties, and main reasons for stmal reform generating no effects are:
contents of the structural reform are not recoghiag the Japanese people; actual
operation is mostly done at economic policy lewehjle overall consideration and
long-term planning at the height of economic systeform is absent; in the process
of actual implementation, relations between refand development and between
reform and stability are not properly handled, mgtead a radical route has been
pursued. Similar researches also include the wgrkZbang Jifenff, who gives
relatively complete analysis of the Koizumi Reforftom such perspectives as
background, content, theoretical foundation andundgrstandings etc.

Studies on Japan’s Postal Privatization

In 2001, the Koizumi Cabinet put out the idea dfambund structural reform,
and a core element of the economic reform was ppstatization. From October 1,
2007, Japan's postal community was privatized ifdgar operations which are
engaged in post, insurance, savings and postaltsassanagement businesses,
respectively. Japan’s postal privatization has beca much interest to China’s Japan
researchers. According to Yao Haitian's stutfieguring the low growth period of the
Japanese economy when there are no significantkthreaghs in science and
technology to substantially drive further econohéwelopment, promoting growth by
exploring economic potentials has become a top ripriofor the Japanese
government’s long-term economic policies. The postform put forward by the
Koizumi Cabinet since its inauguration is just anbediment of this administrative
orientation. The ultimate purpose of Japan’s postfbrm is to dig out Japan’s
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economic potentials through privatization of itssf@ system, which is a means to
reform ownership and operational model. In resesschy Zhao Xumé? and by
Yang Hu&’, the background for Japan’s postal reform, basiwiples, organizational
system after the privatization, key indicators ftdre level of privatization
implementation and problems existed in postal piresion etc., are analyzed.

Studies on Resistance, Limitation, Influence and Edct of Japan’s

Economic System Reform

As pointed out in Fan Chun’s resedftlin the last 15 years great changes have
occurred to internal and external environment c# thapanese economy, which
imposes extensive and profound influence on themateconomic system. Although
the Japanese government energetically promotesuiirmtal reform, it has met a
serious of deep-rooted problems and consideraldistaeace and the reform can
hardly go ahead. As a result, to solve the conttaxti between rigid system and
environment, not only powerful politics should te&ied on to plan reform direction,
but an incentive mechanism driving the reform sticalso be designed, as well as
progressive approaches and economic methods betaisstdivate creativity in the
private sector. In Pei Guifen’s studigsthrough analyzing the “structural reform” by
Murayama, Hashimoto and Koizumi Cabinets, it isnpail out that the Murayama
Cabinet only envisions the reform and does not idewa specific implementation
plan; the Hashimoto Cabinet's reform plan getsrtgbt sticking point of structural
problems, but due to inadequate understandingeo$itiiation and underestimation of
difficulties, the reform is given up halfway; theokumi Cabinet seems more
determined to reform, but as a matter of fact @®onm considerations do not go
further than its predecessors. Such a reform plagmowt any results can hardly be
recognized and supported by the Japanese in the rlom while the outbreak of
terrorism events and the recession of world econamakes the reform even more
difficult, so that the Japanese government has therochoice but turning from
structural reform to overcoming deflation despitattthe prospect for “structural
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reform” is not so optimistic either. Based on Faonyming’s resear¢fl Japan’s
adjustment is merely economic and industry strectadjustment, which is less
important than adjustment in such aspects as systemght and culture etc. and the
root cause for a “sick” Japanese economy liesergtivernment-dominated economic
system where competition is incomplete. It is algiten that, adjustment of Japan’s
economic system and structure is just in its begmrand has not yet entered a
substantial stage, while economic transformationotsstarted at all. Japan not only
needs to seek new points of growth at micro lelet,to adjust strategies at macro
level. According to Feng ZhaoKdj in the 1990s when Japan’s bubble economy
collapsed, the Japanese government starting frenMiirayama Cabinet has actively
adopted multiple reforms including loosening regjalaetc. to alleviate the situation
of economic recession. Besides, he also reviewegrbgression of Japan’s economic
reform and problems existed from the Hashimoto @&tbio the Koizumi Cabinet
(1996-2006). Wang Dexun’s stutlygives a relatively complete analysis of Japan’s
new measures for regulatory reform: establish “speegions for structural reform”;
introduce a system for “market-based experimentatieo that some of the
government-monopolized public service projects @mmitted to bid-winners that
are advantageous in terms of cost and servicetytlatough fair competitive bidding
between public and private enterprises, so as poawe the quality and cut the cost of
public services and to provide more business oppii¢s for the private sector;
develop an evaluation system for “regulatory infloe analysis” which is more
scientific, i.e. security and economical efficienmythe regulation can be quantified.
The regulatory reform has achieved some effects ianstill being improved at
present.

Studies on Japan’s Fiscal and Financial Systems artblicies

Japan'’s fiscal and financial systems and policiesoae of the key research areas
for China’s Japan economy researchers and a traditione as well. In the last
decade, however, some new elements have been #&woldbdse researches due to
adjustment of Japan’s economic policies and dynathanges in its real economy,
including: aging and fewer children of the Japansseety, changing of the social
security system and resulting increase in fiscaldén, expansive fiscal policy
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implemented during long-term recession, reform afblig investment system
(particularly fiscal investment and funding), asliwas malfunction of monetary
policies during long-term recession, the Japanemsion of financial big bang
implemented by the government, full developmenthef capital market, challenges
facing the banking sector under an indirect finahsystem, collapse of the main
bank system, and changed relationship between lzantkenterprise etc.

Studies on Japan’s Fiscal System and Policy

During Japan’s long period of economic recessitmfiscal situation worsens,
while at the same time fiscal deficit to GDP andigderm debts to GDP ratios keep at
alarmingly high. Countermeasures for fiscal recatsion and reform of fiscal
structure by the Japanese government have attradtiedattention of China’s Japan
economy researchers. According to researches byovigding and Li WeF, main
reasons for Japan’s worsening fiscal situationuithe! rising investment in public
projects as a result of economic stimulation, iasnegly high payment of principals
and interests for national debts, and increasethlssecurity expenditures due to an
aging society etc. On the basis of this, the astlaoralyze the long-term trends for
Japan’s fiscal development, saying that Japan fadé the problem of a more and
more aged population and the Japanese economtidgated to keep growing rather
slowly. In addition, the objectives for fiscal restruction and measures taken by the
Japanese government are also introduced systeihatiRalevant to such fiscal
reconstruction by the Japanese government, Japsfiosn of its tax system, fiscal
investment and funding system and financial ingtis is also of concern to China’s
Japan economy researchers. According to Pang Baiaesearclf, in the 1990s of
long-term recession, Japan’s demands for consumpdiod private equipment
investment are not so responsive to large and-laltge public investments, which
already see their driving functions and multiplyiedfects apparently declining,
because the structure of public investment is diseoted from that of Japan’s
economic growth; declining of expected residenbime makes it difficult for public
investments to drive consumption, and similarlypphing of expected economic
growth makes it difficult for public investmentsdave private equipment investment;
and lastly, too many invalid and useless investmdrave lowered the marginal
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efficiency of public investments. Based on Japassgerience, whether public
investments can drive economic growth depends mdy on the efficiency of
investment itself, but also on the inherent rel&idetween public investments and
private consumption and equipment investment as$ agekthe structure of national
economy growth. Xie Shengfeng's stddlyutlines two transformations of Japan’s
fiscal investment and funding before and after ‘thhébble period”, indicating that
during the long-term recession, due to prominenicsiiral contradiction and high
fiscal deficit, Japan’s government investmentsttatchieve designed effects and as a
result of this the Japanese government has cortlueterm of its fiscal investment
and funding system. Nevertheless, transformatiodagfan’s fiscal investment and
funding also brings a series of problems, e.g.imgsmore public bonds will have
influence on both long and short-term interestgatethe financial market, and the
Japanese government’s debts will become known fi@den. Studies by Li Yutan
and Yuan Yinghu¥ analyze the historic process, discuss the basiteljnes and
introduce the final results of reorganizing polfayancial institutions by the Japanese
government. At the end of 2005, then Japanese Rvimister Koizumi removed the
opposition from various ministries and departmentset down the framework for
reforming policy financial institutions, namely @grating these policy financial
institutions by privatizing Japan’s policy investmeanks and the Shoko Chukin
Bank. On the basis of this, implications from Japamorganization of policy
financial institutions are summed up. Cui JinghuasearcH introduces in details
Japan’s reform in 2006 of individual income taxspmration-relevant tax system,
land and housing tax system as well as tobaccoligndr taxes, pointing out that
implications from Japan’s experiences are: actiaelyancing decentralization reform
by means of taxation; paying attention to the dgwalent of small and medium-sized
businesses in tax system reform plans; paying taterio a fair tax system when
simplifying it; tax preferences should mainly bedinect preferences to support
technological progress.

The mechanism, functions and effects of expansisealf policy on Japan’s
economic recovery are another area in which Chida&¥n economy researchers are
very interested. Studies by Zhou Yuhong and Suheéhiook back on the history of
Japan’s implementing expansive fiscal policy arstaés the serious consequence of
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Japan’s public debts and such policy: excessivésdeigger off fiscal crisis, which
intensifies economic recession; on the other hasdnomic recession triggers off
fiscal crisis, which intensified the burden of debtessons learned from Japan
include: misjudging of economic fundamentals; ppheeans are too simplistic; basic
orientation of policies is totally wrong; effectivaipport from monetary policies is
neglected, as ithe 1980s Japan’s domestic policies merely reliadnmnetary
policies, while fiscal policies were too conservafi after the bubble economy
collapsed, monetary policies almost played no raled the Japanese government
simply relied on expansive fiscal policy. In thenwdy Sun Jianfu and Ma Weihotlg
Keynes multiplier theory is used to raise the goaesthat in the 1990s Japan’s public
investment multiplier kept decreasing successidelgpite of expansive fiscal policy
and anticipated results were far from being acldewasnd reasons for the failure of
“investment multiplier” are discussed. Meanwhilejsi also pointed out that public
investment generates crowding out effect on privat@stment: although Japan’s
official interest rates are kept near zero and itlegublic investment is added by the
government again and again, private equipment ime#t still remain at low level.
According to the authors, one key reason for Japanable to get out of long-term
recession is that prosperity anticipation has néemn formed, residents’ marginal
propensity to consume keeps low and long-term st@esnakes residents even more
uncertain about future consumption anticipationd @hereby a vicious circle is
formed between depressive private consumption &actbarden of government debts.
According to Zhang Yujin's researtha key reason for Japan’s long-term economic
recession since the 1990s is due to inconsistehtaynchronous fiscal and financial
policies, which have limited functionality and eficy. Japanese banks started to cut
interest rates in 1989, but the government’s pedi@dopted such as controlled gross
amount of real estate financing and levying of laradue tax etc. aim to prevent
overheated economy from further expanding and thexeachieve lower asset price,
so the two moves conflict with each other. On thigeo hand, prosperity incentive
measures such as expanding public fiscal expemeditatc. were not implemented
until August 1992, almost four years later, whi@s tbecome a critical reason for the
burst of Japan’s economic bubbles.

China’s reform starts from “decentralization”, espdy the fiscal
decentralization between central and local autiesrihas tremendous influence on
China’s economic system changes and economic graitier this real background
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of China’s reform and development, China’s Japamemy researchers also show
their interest in Japan’s fiscal decentralizatigatem. Studies by Zhao Huimin and
Dong Lei** introduce in details the dividing of Japan's ig@rernmental
administrative powers, the structure of fiscal exgpwmires, the dividing of
intergovernmental taxation powers and tax categara intergovernmental transfer
payment. By use of Japan’s experience, the stumlss analyze the problems in
China’s intergovernmental tax system and possiblentermeasures. Li Shuxia and
Miao Fef? perform empirical analysis of the relationship vibetn Japan’s fiscal
decentralization and economic growth, and conchssia@rawn include: after
implementing fiscal decentralization, Japan’s loggvernments become more
autonomous in spending, which drives the growthath local and national economy;
fiscal decentralization is positively correlatedtlwifiscal revenue and revenue
autonomy has negative impact on economic growthiclwis a conclusion quite
different from other studies; among the severaltoiac affecting growth, fiscal
decentralization contributes less than private tahpnvestment, but more than
regional relative richness.

China’s Japanese economy researchers also shoamexinterests in Japan’s
financial system and policy under long-term recmssas well as their reform and
adjustment. With Japan no longer being the mosbrtapt industrialized economy in
the world and changes in economic situation, thema traditional financial system
has lost its original comparative advantages amhdoo be reformed. As a matter of
fact, the reform which is based on financial libeeion has begun even before the
long-term recession. During the recession, Japhm@ncial system faces severer
challenges, especially after breaking out in 1995he financial crisis which is
symbolized by bad creditor’s rights, Japan has lacated reforming its financial
system. In 1996, the Hashimoto Cabinet releasedpart titled “Reform of the
Financial System — A Newborn Tokyo Market by 200Which is deemed the
Japanese version of the financial big bang. Thesative of this concept is to
completely handle bad creditor’s rights and atdame time restore Japan’s financial
market to the same level as international ones asdlew York and London etc.

Both Japanese and British financial big bangs ¢ontiae basic concept of
liberalization, but the British version aims only reform of the securities market,
while the Japanese one aims to reform the wholanéial system. Due to the
profoundness of Japan’s economic system refornefeected in the Japanese version

41 Zhao Huimin, Dong Lei: “Japan’s Fiscal Decentralian System and its Experiences to China”, Re\iéw
Economic Research, No. 17.2007

42 Lj Shuxia ,Miao Fei: “Fiscal Decentralization aBdonomic Growth in Japan”, Contemporary Economy of
Japan, No. 4. 2007

41



of financial big bang, many of China’s Japan ecopaasearchers have devoted to
this theme, for example, Yu Yongditfy Fu Junweff, Wang Luolif® and Liu
Yucad® etc. have provided in-depth analysis of this. Agdmem, through reviewing
the Japanese version of financial big bang, Gam@e's researci gives deep
analysis of Japan’s postwar financial system frapad’s financial administration,
bank-centered indirect financial system and thetratibank system, believing that
any system operated is very inertial, so it’s pattrly necessary to break out of the
obstruction by old vested interest groups and bfaswious financial system to
establish a brand-new, vigorous one, so as to aoomlate to the changed
international and domestic environments. For Japa&osts much a price to be aware
of this. As a result, paying attention to analyzoiganges in environmental factors,
seeking an economic system suitable for local #tks and conducting system
adjustment at a proper time is an eternal topgcwnomic development and operation.
Yan Kun's researcfi, under the background of the Japanese versiomadial big
bang, systematically discusses the key contents hasiric process of Japan’s
financial liberalization and financial system rafgras well as their influence upon
Japan’s financial and economic development. Sitgjlaresearchers of Japan’s
financial system reform under the Japanese veddidinancial big bang also include
Xiang Weixing and Li YuyonQJ, who take a retrospect on measures for and the
process of Japan’s financial system reform frore [E@70s to early 1990s, thinking
that various structural defects still existing e tfinancial system due to incomplete
reform are the fundamental cause for Japan’s fiahngdsis since 1995.

One of the key areas for Japan’s financial systeform is its financial
regulation system. For long, Japan’s financial audsiiation and regulation is
controlled by Ministry of Finance, while its non@p and nontransparent way of
policy operation as well as delayed handling oaficial issues during the crisis is a
crucial institutional reason for Japan’s finanaialrest. The lag in and measures for
reforming Japan’s financial regulation system hatteacted the attention of many
Chinese scholars in Japan economy, including Chengy Zhang Daront} and
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Tong Tiechendf etc. Among them, the research by Li Jianwei, Yo dmd Ke
Kasheng® performs an onsite investigation on the progressibJapan’s financial
regulation system reform, analyzes in-depth theaes, strength, steps and measures
of such reform, and introduces in details the fiomal division and legal basis of
existing financial regulators, the organizationabnfiguration and functional
positioning of Financial Services Agency and itspeswision over financial
institutions, the dividing of labor and collaborating relationgtween Financial
Services Agency and Ministry of Finance, the orgatibnal structure of Japanese
banks and way of their regulation, as well as tivedishg of labor and collaborating
relations between Japanese banks and Financiat&grgency etc. In this research,
six important features of Japan’s financial regafaisystem reform are summed up:
stressing on the central bank’s independency, gtitening the independency of
financial regulation, transforming from industriggulation to functional regulation,
striving to keep the advantages of industrial ratiah while realizing functional
regulation, strengthening the coordination betweifierent financial regulators, and
getting in line with the development trend of fical liberalization. Liu Hong’s
study* describes the shortcomings of Japan’s traditifinahcial regulation system
and objectives of reforming the financial regulatgystem, and divides the process of
setting up a new financial regulation system irgarfstages. According to Liu, the
consequence of Japan’s financial regulation systeform is, a new financial
regulation system in which an independent centhkbcentered on Financial
Services Agency and deposit insurance organizajmngy participate has taken its
preliminary shape. Compared with the traditionaé,othis new financial regulation
system has the following features: the independendéyancial regulators are greatly
strengthened; key objects of financial regulatise aehanged; means of financial
regulation become more market-oriented, early ctise measures are introduced,
and past practices like administrative order amedation etc. are abandoned; ways of
financial regulation are also changed from prevpumdustrial regulation to
functional regulation, while industrial inspecti@nd supervision is provided by
functional regulators.

During Japan’s long-term recession, a lot of finahmstitutions begin to face
operational crisis, especially an unprecedentech@occ phenomenon since World
War Il has occurred, i.e. financial institutiongybeto close down just like productive
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enterprises. The falling of financial institutionsicluding banks shows the
profoundness of the long-term recession, while nregstaken by the government to
cope with operational crisis and even closing oéficial institutions on the one hand
reflect changed relationship between governmentraarket, and on the other hand,
they also reflect the adaptation of governmentgiesi Pei Guifen’s study gives a
comparative analysis on crisis handling of finahdiastitutions in Japan and
European and American countries since the 199@sparthe basis of this, the way of
crisis handling for Japanese financial institutiemgeviewed to find the following
problems: first, the time of injecting public funds not good and the government
does not meet its responsibility to explain, foample, neither definite rules are
formulated before injecting capital to the speclausing fund nor credible
explanation is given afterwards; second, injectoapital to financial institutions
simply for the purpose of salvation has deviatenimfrthe objective of banking
regulation policies which aim to maintain stableaficial orders or protect the interest
of depositors, and the consequence of offering igmeent-dominated fund injection
to large banks is quite serious. From the legasppastive, the research by Ouyang
Yuan and Yang Hual3b discusses how the Japanese government deals aviknupt
financial institutions and recovers bad creditaights. During this process, key
measures taken by the Japanese government inditedleestablished the Financial
Services Agency to take over the power of regujapnivate financial institutions
previously practiced by Ministry of Finance, redsgbe Bank of Japan Lato make
Japanese banks more independent, weakened the pbWinistry of Finance, and
adopted eight acts ithe Financial Revitalization Lawn a bid to restore as soon as
possible the confidence in Japanese economy bdtbraé and abroad. On the basis
of organizational adjustment and law revision, teaith problematic financial
institutions in limited timeframe and let some bém go bankrupt, while at the same
time injected public funds to boost market conficksnset up liquidation and claim
organizations to recover bad creditor’s rights e targest extent possible and to
investigate the criminal responsibilities of rethtpersons, and set up a special
regulatory department to adjust the dividing ofdialbetween various government
units concerning financial regulation. These measutaken by the Japanese
government pursuant to law have very good effectsthe reconstruction of the
financial sector and recovery of bad creditor’sitgy

Since the collapse of Japan’s bubble economy in 16@0s, the Japanese
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government has continuously adopted loose fiscdlraanetary policies though the
situation of long-term recession is not changedifumentally. In terms of monetary
policy, it is generally agreed Japan has fallero ithe “liquidity trap” which
previously only existed in abstract economic hypsis, that is to say, investment and
consumption can no longer be stipulated when theetaoy authority increases the
supply of base currency and therefore the mongtaligy fails. For such issues as the
loose monetary policy and even zero interest ralieypimplemented by the Japanese
government during the long-term recession, theuftldy trap” for Japan economy
and the effectiveness of monetary policy etc., €Ebdnresearchers in Japan economy
have also studied to some extent. Sun XiaBjutiscusses the effect of Japanese Yen
depreciation for Japan to get out of the “liquiditap”. For the opinion which
believes the Japanese economy can walk out otuwdtiits only by implementing
administrative inflation policy, namely lowering Yeexchange rate and sticking to
inflation, this research concludes through empliran@alysis that to raise domestic
inflation rate by one percent, Yen should be des@lat least 16.8%. Apparently, it’s
almost impossible to restrain years of inflatiothad one percent increase, while the
cost paid for this is too much. This means, sauve dansiderable depreciation,
restraining deflation and stimulating export — tgaals of yen depreciation are very
difficult to achieve, while at the same time yemgeiation is hard to maintain and it
will reduce the rate of capital sufficiency of Japae banks which possess plenty of
overseas assets. Consequently, the key point isJabanese government should
restore the confidence of investors via reform. gkding to the study by Zhuang
Xifeng and Huang Yixuali, Japanese banks maintain low interest rates dihieg
long-term recession, but still fail to effectivediipulate the recovery of prosperity and
the dispute over whether Japan falls into the diquiand investment traps has also
been triggered off. By use of the VAR model, tlasearch explores the effectiveness
of Japan’s monetary policy during the low intenede period from 1993 to 2006. As
suggested from empirical results, monetary polisyeffective only through the
channel of real exchange rate and has no appanffu¢rnice on real interest rate and
stock price, that is to say, the “liquidity trapbeks exist in Japan. The interest rate,
which is already very low, can no longer be furtbet down even if Japanese banks
keeps implementing expansive monetary policy, armmhetary policy also has no
marked influence on output either.

57 Sun Xiaojun: “Could Japanese Yen's Depreciationl Biedp Japan Get Out of the Liquidity Trap—Research
of the Relationship Between Interest and InflationeRabtudies Of International Finance, No.4 .2002

%8 Chuang Xifeng, Huang Yixuan: “Effectiveness of Mg Policy during Low-interest-rate
Periods—Experiences of Taiwan Region and Japangr€i & Economics, No.1.2008
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Studies on Japan’s Enterprise System and Corporaté&overnance

Structure

The Japanese model of operational management leasbeen famous around
the world, and islso the most concerned area and research focudhioa’'s Japan
economy researchers since its reform and openingAupresent, this area is still
under continuous research though the directiorshdted towards Japan’s enterprise
system and corporate governance structure. Duramans long-term economic
recession, the nation’s enterprise system which astthe micro foundation of its
economic system has seen huge changes, and faredsen the reform of Japan’s
enterprise system and corporate governance steuttas attracted wide concerns
from China’s Japan economy researchers and plentgsearch fruits have been
obtained.

The “Japanese model of operation” is a traditimeskarch area and seems an
old topic as well. But still, there are some resbachievements, for example, Zhou
Jian's study® believes that the generation and development ef lapanese
operational model not only reflects the particijanf Japan’s capitalism economic
process and internal/external environment, but ialstosely related to Japan’s unique
social culture and class composition of entrepresiéAccording to the study by Wan
Tao and Xue Shufffl, a harmonious modern Japanese operational systbaséd on
the managerial philosophy of Japanese enterprisgsn@anagers — “harmony”. Some
studies, however, are critical about “Japanese hmaideperation”. For instance, as
pointed out in Liu Junsheng's stUdy the Japanese model of operation makes
employees more likely to rely on others and resgraheir spirit of innovation,
hinders a free, transverse labor market, brings ghenomena of seniority and
redundant top managers and deprives the joy of mgrand meaning of laboring,
while on the other hand enterprises stress on ledialy a long-term mutual
transaction relationship, which makes enterprigek bf the drive to adjust product
structure based on changed market requirementelssvto introduce technologies
and upgrade equipment. Wang Li's stffdyrolds that bad assets are due to the
shortcomings of the Japanese operational mechatigsns because the relationship
between Japanese enterprises, especially betwespreses and banks, is a mutually

%% Zhou Jian: “Philosophy and Values of Japanese-$fignagement”, The Journal Of World Economy,
No0.3.1998

80 wan Tao, Xue Shunli: “Reconsideration of Japanage bf Management System Based on Harmonious
Management Theory”, Contemporary Economy of Japan 2N2005

51 Liu Junsheng:"Knowledge Economy and Japanese-stgteagement”, Japan Studies,No.2.2000

52 Wang Li: “The Japanese Business Management Sys&idn-performing Capital”, Contemporary Economy
of Japan, No. 2. 2004
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stockholding interest community, so when entergrisperate badly and even get
bankrupt, banks will try their best to provide sagpwhich is the root cause for the
problem of bad assets not solved for long.

One of the sub research areas relating to “Japamesgkel of operation” is
permanent employment system. There are contraglictopinions over its
development and tendency in long-term depressiothénacademic circles. Zhao
Zengyao® regards that Japanese enterprises have launchewsmanding
reformation toward the problems resulting from ttiadal employment system, but it
doesn’t mean over-all disintegration of traditiosgstem which is still be attached to
as ideal Japanese employment system by labor w@mdrenterprise, nevertheless it
will be shrink to core employees, also enterprisgsintroduce annual salary system
based on incentive pay. But Wang Wetonsists different opinion that “labor
agreement on employment” adopted in December 2082 ot only solve
employment problems, but also be marked as thekdapanese employment system
after the war. Zhang Naili’s stufy believes that the human resource exploration has
been lagged behind other developed capitalist cesntrom the aspect of corporate
operation model. Facing the human resource congetithe long-term enforced
permanent employment system and senior systenadirigefor a collapse.

Traditional Japanese enterprise system faces gieallenge in long-term
depression and changes profoundly. A series oareBes have centered on this topic.
By analyzing the economic depression, Dong Weisly$f describes problems in
corporate cross shareholding, decreasing main Hanktions and permanent
employment system, and points out that the refaomadirection is to change the
tight share holding into a loosening one, and tange the permanent employment
system and Managerial Sovereignty. By comparatimstitutional analysis in
relationship among enterprise, government, empldate/een America and Japan,
Wang Shengjin and Dong VWéifind out the disharmony in Japanese enterprise
system is one of the important cause of Japanesmoetc depression. Li
Hongjiang® points out that weakening international compegitiess is influenced by
external environment, but the root cause is thedal®eness of internal management

53 Zhao Zengyao: “Japanese Labor Market System an@Hallenges Together With New Changes”,World
Economics & Politics,N0.12.2000

54 Wang Wei: “The End of Japan’s Postwar Employmayst&@n”, Japanese Studies, No.1 .2003

8 Zhang Naili: “New Features and Problems of HumasdRece Management in Japanese Enterprises”,
Contemporary Economy of Japan, No. 6. 2006

% Dong Wei: “An Analysis of Problems in Contempordapanese Corporate Governance”, Contemporary
Economy of Japan, No. 5. 1998

57 wang Shengjin, Dong Wei: “The Roots of Japan’s Booic Recession as Seen from the Similarities and
Differences of the Japanese and American EnterBystems”, Japanese Studies, No.6 .2001

% |i Hongjiang: “Business Decline Inspires Instituti Innovation, Adapting Environment Changes to
Regenerate—Analysis about Contemporary JapanesepBs¢einstitutional Innovation”, Contemporary Ecomo
of Japan, No. 2. 2001
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system. The real way out is to adapt to environalesitanges and reform enterprise
system.

There is corporate governance structure theorylwfioms new aspect of enterprise
system research rising in the two decades in iatemmal economical academy. This

shift is reflected in Japanese economy researcifChima, traditional Japanese

operation study has shifted considerably to Jagaeeterprise system and corporate
governance structure, plenty of research fruitseh&een obtained and mainly

concentrated on the following aspects:

Reformation and development of Japanese corpomterigance: By analyzing
managerial sovereignty system, Hou Huiying andngh&@hangsherig points out
that the present Japanese reformation is perfofroedinsider governance, which is
make great significance to improvement and comdtidi Managerial Sovereignty, i.e,
to restructuring the internal organization of dices, and make it more definite and
clear in operation.Hu Fang and Huangpu'3upints out that Japanese traditional
corporate governance changes in response to chamggethinology, economic system,
international environment and domestic economy. @h@&ges have manifested in
variation of position and function of managemehgreholder and bank. Xue Youzhi
and Liu Sd* believes that the internal control governanceesgsformed after the
war is determined by unique ethics character ohdegpe enterprises which can be
reflected by director governance ethics, sharelmh@deernance ethics and main bank
governance ethics. The governance structure andsethf Japanese enterprise
develops and evolutes in response to dynamic edteemvironment. Logical
relationship determines the direction of innovatiand evolution of Japanese
enterprises.

International comparison of Japanese corporate rgamee: By comparative
analysis of managerial sovereignty and equitycstine in Japan, German and
America, Sun Li? summarized that the supervision to operator iorerfl by
corporate control market of external governanceesysin America, and hostile
takeover can not happen even there is no legakgrioh in Japan because of
corporate cross shareholding, and as the samethathof Japan, the complicated
equity model and cross shareholding seriously irapdéte development of corporate
control market in German. Far different from thanstard corporate governance

% Hou Huiying, Zhang Changsheng: “Japan’s Manag&uafereignty Phenomenon and Reform of Corporate
Governance Structure”, Contemporary Economy of Jagan4. 2005

% Hu Fang, Huangpu Jun:“Recent Changes in the Steiofufapan’s Business Governance and Their Reasons”,
Contemporary Economy of Japan, No. 2. 2005

"™ Liu Su: “Co-evolution and Innovation of JapaneseiBess Ethics and Corporate Governance”, Contemporary
Economy of Japan, No. 6. 2008

2 Sun Li: “Operator Sovereignty and Equity Structth@omparative Analysis about Corporate Governance
Mode in Japan, America and Germany”, Japan StuNies4. 2002
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mechanism, the governance operates effectively ansiderable Japanese and
Germany enterprises although there is no exteroa$tcaints and supervision. Sun
Li's another stud{® on comparative research on corporate governanosebe
Chinese and Japanese companies, analyzed mairsystekn, employee shareholding
system, corporate cross shareholding system, siameh can be used for reference of
establishment of operation and corporate governaimaeture for Chinese enterprises
in the period of transitions. Song Xiaozhong andnivaVenjurd* explore the root
cause and reformation direction of Chinese stateeslwcorporate governance by
comparing the governance structure of Chinese apang&se enterprises.

Cross shareholding and Japanese corporate goverstincture: Pang Deliaftg
analyzes cross shareholding system and bank leagystgm in Japanese corporate
after the war, and concludes that the establishneéntooperatively multiplied
governance system including shareholder, empldy&ak and society is not only the
inevitable product of history, but also a more etifee supervision mechanism for
enterprises. Gao Yu's reseafthi{2005) believes that cross shareholding is in the
tendency of disintegrated and evolutes in diffetnicture which is mainly due to
great influence to Japanese economic mechanisnuding financing, stock,
governance, internal labor market which is posethbyeasing cost and risk of cross
shareholding, decreasing dependence on bank, kekpig-tem business relationship
with customers and business strategy restructangf changes in macro economic
environment. Cui Xuedong’s reseaftirevealed the problem in Japanese corporate
governance by analyzing change of cross sharelpl@dind demonstrates that the
main content of Japanese corporate governancenrafion is to remove the
relationship capital structure of cross sharehgiai@ntering on bank.

Main bank and Japanese corporation governanceditthiexplores the forming
process of dominantly bank leading corporate gaeea, and further analyzes its
Advantages and disadvantage. Wu Hao’s stlidfiows that there is since enormous
financial gap among different enterprises and egvacenvironment changes will
have dramatic effect on main bank functions, theestision and control of main

™ Sun Li: “An International Comparative Study of tB&uctures of Improving Corporate Management—the
Enlightenment from Japan”, Japanese Studies, I20(3.

™ Song Xiao-zhong, Wang Wen-jun: “The Corporate Adstiation Mechanisms of the Chinese and Japanese
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bank is different in different enterprises. Goverrgstructure centering on main bank
produced dramatic complicated effect to the opematof Japanese large-scale
enterprise and even to the development of Japasasgomy. At present negative
effect are continuously emerging.

Changes on corporation law and equity structureiénice Japanese corporation
governance structure. Wu Jianbin's stfidgverviews the context and process of
corporation law amendments happened at the begjrofithe century in Japan, and
points out the guidelines comply with internatiotr@hd and amendment thoughts of
loosening pre-defined control and tightening suisgom afterwards and concrete
measure of integrated planning, proceeding steptéyy and making the best use of
the situation, all of which can be reference of adments of Chinese corporation law.
Wang Zhiping and Li Zhiping's study analyzed the development of Japanese new
corporation law, background, and major changesnterprise system and corporate
governance by modern enterprise theories.Li ®biranalyzes equity structure
development of Japanese enterprises, forecastdetrelopment tendency, and also
probed into the course of equity structure in défé period and its corresponding
effect to corporate governance, pointes out thasscishareholding is the important
reason of Japanese corporation governance probl&ersy Wenli's researfi
believes that the principal features of Japanespocate governance are mutual
constraint bank between contingent governance argbrate cross shareholding, and
with the change of domestic and international engncenvironment of Japan, the
negative effect of shareholder supervision mechariecame more obvious and the
mechanism evolutes from organization-orientatiomsyket-orientation.

(Translated by Zeng Wei, Li Wenkui)
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Studies of Japanese History in China during the PaPecade
(1997-2007)

SONG Chengyou

In 1997, Japan Studies in China edited by LUO Wgjland XU Yiping (Social
Sciences Academic Press) provided a comprehensivenary of the progress of
Japan studies in China, including the researchapankse history. And today, as the
Institute of Japan Studies of Nankai Universityc@mpiling the achievements of
Japan studies in China since 1997, rd like to qeotme academic works already
published as a means of summary.

I. New elements and research panorama

A number of new elements have accelerated the @segof the studies of
Japanese history in China during the past decadsui up, they mainly include the
following aspects:

Firstly, the situations of the Sino-Japanese m@tstip and the development of
China's economy have further promoted the studie3apanese history in China.
Since the 1990's, the Sino-Japanese relationskipéan witnessing general stability
and economic & trade partnership, although thenee Heeen constant frictions and
troubles, including the "ravings" by some Japaneff&cials, the problem of
right-wing history textbooks, civil claims by Chse war victims, the interference of
some Japanese groups in the Taiwan issue, theasiwogly heated dispute on the
sovereignty of the Diaoyu Islands, etc. In patacuduring his administration in
2001-2006, Junichiro KOIZUMI insisted on visitinget Yasukuni Shrine each year,
bringing the political relationship between Chimalaapan to a new low. Irritated by
those frictions and troubles, people from all watkdife in China have been paying
greater and greater attention to the historicaiosi of the said problems. At the same
time, the rapid growth of China's economy has mledisufficient financial support
for the active development of academic researaliceSDeng Xiaoping's visit to the
South in 1992, China's economy has entered thegefirapid growth, stimulated by
the goals of establishing the socialist market eoon and building a moderately
prosperous society. The prosperous market and ¢heeaeconomic trades have
resulted in rapid increase in public revenues. Agiogly, the National Research
Foundation for Social Sciences, the Ministry of Eatlion and China Academy of
Social Sciences have offered more funding for wexricesearch projects. In view of
the gradually fierce competition in obtaining apgb of research projects,
institutions of higher learning and of scientifiesearch around the nation have
encouraged their employees to file project promysaith commitments of related
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financial subsidies. Therefore, there has beennaneasing amount of financial
support for different kinds of research projectsluding those concerning Japanese
history. In a word, thanks to the new requiremeatsstantly proposed by the current
situations of the Sino-Japanese relationship a$ agelthe steady increase in the
research funding, the studies of Japanese histo@hina .have been significantly
different and greatly stimulated during the pastadie.

Secondly, young and middle-aged researchers haveeasded the older
generation and become the major players in thaestuaf Japanese history. The past
decade has witnessed the departure of prominemiasshof the older generation,
such as Professors WU Jie, ZHOU Yiliang, WU Tinggnd ZOU Youheng, who
were active researchers of Japanese history inll®€-50's and have left behind
outstanding achievements. Scholars of the secomerggon, who started their studies
of Japanese history in the 1960's, have retiredabaitstill making contributions. On
the whole, however, the third generation, who bexamture in the 1980's, has taken
the important responsibilities and come to thetfoa of teaching and researching on
Japanese history in China. Scholars of the foughegation, who emerged at the
beginning of the new century, are now announcirertpresence and showing the
hope of future development. When young researdrerplaying the major role in the
studies of Japanese history in China, the third taedfourth generations are also
prominent in their academic qualifications. Sincankiai University established the
first doctoral program on Japanese history in Chvnthe early 1980's, universities,
social sciences academies and other researchuiitsig have followed suit, enrolling
doctoral candidates for the professional and syatientraining in Japanese history.
Thus, every year there are a considerable numbeloctioral candidates obtaining
their degrees and becoming researchers of Japhaistsey in China. While doctoral
candidates were basically trained domesticallyhie ¢arly 1980's, their successors
have since benefited from the steady developmentacdédemic exchanges
internationally. During their doctoral programsjd#nts can expose themselves to the
latest information of academic research overseasledtures by foreign experts,
international academic conferences and meeting ldwdry exchange schemes
domestically. Besides, with academic exchange awgats, they also have the
opportunity to study in Japan by means of joininiray, pursuit of academic degrees
or government funding. During their studies in Jgptney can master the latest
research development and methods and collect iafitom which they cannot find
otherwise in China, thus broaden their horizon angroving the quality of their
doctoral dissertations. In the meantime, activg/gis in this academic domain also
include Chinese scholars who teach and study Japdmetory in universities and
research institutions in Japan as well as thosenieg to China from their oversea
studies, who are all important forces in the stsiché Japanese history. So, young
scholars with prominent academic qualifications wasll as international and
diversified backgrounds have become the major ptaye the studies of Japanese
history in China during the past decade.
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Thirdly, the publication market has exercised omespnt influence on the
academic studies of Japanese history. Prices dfsbleave constantly risen since the
1990's and reached new highs in the 21st centuscolering the new business
opportunities in the readers' eager to learn allayan, publishing houses and
publishers have become enthusiastic in printingkbam Japanese history. Driven by
the potential profits and aiming to take marketrebapublishing houses often specify
a number of research projects and publish multitm& books on regional history,
national history, general history of great natidmstory of world civilization, cultural
comparison, etc. Books on Japanese history argartemt choice in the planning of
publication series, and they are printed in gresngty due to the double stimuli of
needs and profits. Moreover, the paces of sodmlhave accelerated along with the
rapid growth of China's economy, thus seeing irginga popularity of easy and
interesting books on Japanese history, which featsmccinct words and are
accompanied by vivid pictures. Accordingly, publioas on Japanese history in
China have gradually downplayed the stereotypextbboks and become lively and
vivid.

Fourthly, in view of the great social attentionJapanese history, the Internet has
become a new force in the research domain, allowmgvenient and diversified
communication of academic information, which matke advent of "grass roots
history". The latest statistics show that, as ofté&mweber 2008, the Internet penetration
rate is 22.6% in China, 0.7% above the global ageer&hina has now 298 million
netizens, including 270 million broadband usersthwi3,572,000 national CN
domains, being No. 1 in terms of all the indexesthWwhe advent of the IT era,
research groups of Japanese history or Japan iaugauniversities and academic
institutions have set up their own websites. Faaneple, the Institute of Japanese
Culture Studies, Zhejiang Gongshang University Isas up a website named
"Japanese Culture Studies Online" (http://www.zdras), which publishes around
15,000 kinds of writings, theses, essays and Itstiodata for online reference. The
"Full-Text Retrieval System of Japan's Historicakterials Written in Chinese"
collects around three million words of variousritires, with nearly 4,000 registered
members. It is one of the most resourceful websfess kind in the circle.2 Now,
research institutions publish and update their doasiormation via the network
platform on a regular basis, including their predil academic achievements, faculty
strengths, research topics and bibliographical nadse thus making themselves
better known and understood. Thanks to the powértalnet, the studies of Japanese
history are no longer limited to a small circleppbfessional scholars. More and more
amateur and young researchers, out of their gnéatteist in Japanese history, have set
up related websites, such as the "Forum on Japacient History", which has over
2,500 members and 550,000 posts, 3 sharing thesr iemarks and discussions on
topics or research works of Japanese history. Anadmonopoly has been replaced
by the extensive social participation, and it hasdme an irreversible trend to adopt
an information-based and diversified approach adamic studies.

53



All those new elements above-mentioned have cart& to the overall
academic environment for the studies of Japanesterhiin China during the past
decade or so. During that period, the studies phdese history in China have
developed on both sides of the Taiwan Straitshag have always been. Scholars of
research institutions and universities on bothssitleve made progress based on the
academic achievements in the 1980-90's.

Thanks to the strong stimulus of the reform andnopeup, Japan studies,
including the studies of Japanese history havaemiato an unprecedented period of
prosperity and development on the Mainland. Inc@tepktatistics show that, as of
December 1996, there were on the Mainland a tét@8onstitutions and 43 societies
of Japan studies, with around 10,000 persons b#iagmembers of at least two
research groups concurrently, including 1,260 medess. And there were 33 kinds of
magazines and academic publications on Japan studiel949-1993, 3,529 books
were written or translated and 19,456 thesis wettdighed, most of those research
achievements being obtained after 1978.4 AcrossTéman Straits, Japan studies
developed actively in the early 1980-90's. Sinc@71however, Japan studies on the
island have been compromised since the forces aiwan independence" have
become obsessed with political stunt of "dezinatiiimn".

Generally speaking, the research panorama acres3diwan Straits has had
some changes since 1997. Based on the academis aloelady published, there are a
number of major features. Firstly, the number ofkgmon Japan's general history has
significantly increased, with the quantity of res#aresults on the modern and
contemporary history exceeding those on the andmstory. Secondly, as far as
Japan's ancient history is concerned, studies bese mainly focused on the history
of remote ages and the modern history, with redfififew achievements in the
domain of medieval history. Thirdly, studies of ttupical history in modern Japan
have exceeded those on the contemporary histagrims of the quantity of research
results. And fourthly, mainland scholars have egeeetheir Taiwan counterparts in
terms of overall strength and the quantity of redeaesults, playing a major part in
the studies of Japanese history in China.

Research organizations of the studies of Japanisseryh established in the
1970-80's across the Straits are still active weirtmesearch. On the other hand,
however, they are also facing difficulties suchdeiplinary adjustments, brain-drain,
resources relocation, etc. But even so, a numbegsefarch organizations of Japanese
history are still carrying out their functions, lading China Japanese History
Association, China Association of History of Rearste War against Japan, the Center
of Research on Japanese History of the Instituté/afid History and Culture under
the Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijingedpof Sino-Japanese Relations
History, Beijing Society of History of Sino-Japare€ultural Communications,
Northeastern China Society of Sino-Japanese Refatitistory, Suzhou Society of
Sino-Japanese Relations History, Nanjing AssoaiatibResearch on the History of
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Nanjing Massacre by Japanese Invaders, Zhejiangi$af Sino-Japanese Relations
History, etc. In addition, the Japan studies groupsiozens of universities and
provincial academy of social sciences across ttiemaontinue to develop. Some of
those research institutions, such as the Instdtifapan Studies of Nankai University
and the Institute of Japanese Culture Studies efiding Gongshang University, have
their own buildings, dedicated teaching and reseataffs, modern facilities and
resourceful libraries, as well as funding suppeant Japan, showing marvelous
academic vitality.

In Taiwan, the Japan Education Foundation estaddish 1996 plays the leading
role on the overall scale. And Japan research gréive also been established in
different universities. Among them, Soochow Uniugrsset up the Institute of
Japanese Culture Studies in 1980, with 115 masigred theses as of 1997 and 9
doctoral dissertations in 1990-1999. Established 983, the Graduate Institute of
Japanese Studies of Tamkang University is engagdticomprehensive research on
Japan. And its master degree candidates had caddd® theses as of 1997.

Academic publications include: Japanese Studieshbylnstitute of Japanese
Studies of the Chinese Academy of Social Scienggsan Problem Studies by the
Institute of Japanese Studies of Hebei Universigpan Issues the Institute of
Japanese Studies of Liaoning University, Collectddapan Studies by the Institute
of Japanese Studies of Tianjin Academy of Sociaér®es, Collection of Japan
Research by the Institute of Japan Studies of Nddkaversity, Japan Studies by
the Center for Japanese Studies of Peking UntyeiResearch on the History of
Sino-Japanese Cultural Communications and Reseancllapan's Ideology and
Culture by the Institute of Japanese Culture Studié Zhejiang Gongshang
University, Collected Papers on Japanese Studiglebinstitute of Japanese Studies
of Fudan University, etc. In addition, core publficas such as History Research and
World History often carry weighty dissertations fapanese history.

Across the Taiwan Straits, there are also a nurobeesearch publications for
scholars to express their views, including: PCCUadamic Journal on Japanese
Studies by Chinese Culture University, Japaneseratiire jointly by the Japanese
Department and the Graduate Institute of Japan#sdieS of Fu Jen Catholic
University, Academic Journal of Japan Researcthbylapanese Studies Association,
Collection of Works on Japanese Culture by theitlitst of Japanese Culture Studies
of Soochow University, Collection of Works on Japgmntly by the Japanese
Department and the Graduate Institute of JapanasheS of Tamkang University,
Collection of Works by NTU Japanese Research Cénténe same institute, etc.

Il. Research results in the general history and Jagn's ancient history

1. Japan's general history.For the past 10 years, Chinese scholars have made
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plentiful achievements in this domain, including:

ZHENG Liangsheng is the professor emeritus of Tamgk#&niversity and
specialized in the history of the Ming Dynasty, &dpan and of Sino-Japanese
relationship. He published 11 series of CollectodrResearch Works on the History
of Sino-Japanese Relationship in 1990-2001, A Gerdistory of Japan in 1993 and
A History on Sino-Japanese Relationship in 2001.t@mof those works, his new
book entitled A History of Japan (San Min Book Add.) came out in 2002, showing
his profound academic achievements. In 2006, A @énidistory of Japan by
Professor LIN Mingde of Taiwan's Academia Sinicasweprinted by San Min Book
Co., Ltd. In that book, the author divides the dngt of Japan into several
development stages, including the primeval times,ancient nation, the nation under
the ritsuryo codes, the samurai government, théednregime, the modern age and
the contemporary period, providing logical and ewsitic discussions. Guangxi
Normal University Press printed the two volumegapan History by WANG Gongji,
a senior scholar and a professor of Chinese Culilmiersity. Dividing Japan's
history into the ancient era, the medieval timbs,tear ancient times and the modern
period, the two volumes focus on historical figuaesl answer in simple words some
profound questions which the readers may be inegtesuch as Xu Fu's navigation
eastwards, reign of empresses, contention betweskesand Heike for hegemony,
confrontation between Northern and Southern Dyaasshogunate generals and the
vicissitudes of modern Japan. With good readabilihey are popularizers on
Japanese history.

On the Chinese Mainland, A New History of JapanLBy Jiangiang (Foreign
Language Teaching and Research Press, 2002) isosechpf four volumes and gives
a popular introduction to Japan's general histwhych is divided into the ancient era,
the medieval times(early stages of feudalism), nn@dern times (later stages of
feudalism) and the modern & contemporary perioce Bhok features kana symbols
for some Japanese proper names and unusual words arie difficult to pronounce,
in addition to useful appendixes, thus making irenoractical. A History of Japan by
the University Institute of Japanese Culture Staidie Tamkang (Higher Education
Press, 2003) delivers some new information in teofngewpoints and materials. A
Brief History of Japan by WANG Xinsheng (Peking Uarisity Press, 2005) focuses
on the changes of rulers, dividing the generalonysbf Japan into four major eras,
including the ancient times ruled by aristocratg, tnedieval times when the samurai
were in power, the modern times dominated by sddsad the contemporary times
governed by bureaucrats. It details upon Japasterigal transition from the ancient
era all the way till today with new research resuthe latest historical materials and
new methods. In 2006, WANG Baotian published A BHestory of Japan (Shanghai
People's Publishing House), which pays attenticar¢beological results and tells the
life of ancient people from multiple aspects. Stgrfrom the macroscopic angle, the
book includes four chapters for the ancient tinoe® for the modern era and one for
the contemporary period, trying to depict Japahaacteristics at various historical
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stages and to understand the vicissitudes in Japdmstory from the view point of
Sino-Japanese cultural communications and glotatantions. SUN Xiuling's A Very

Short History of Japan was also published in theesgear (by Jinghua Publishing
House). Starting from the image of Japan in thes @fe¢he Chinese people, it vividly
introduces and comments on the development of éspdmstory.

2008 witnessed the publication of three books ada general history, making
the number of similar works by mainland scholatsltto eight since 2002.Among
them, A History of Japan by WANG Zhongtao and TAKBongnan (People's Press,
2008) firstly tells the archeological forgery byisbhi FUJIMURA, before it starts
from Japan's stone age, to its ancient era, mageaes all the way to the year 2006
when the Shinzo ABE cabinet was in power. The asthdentify the influence of
China's and international elements on the twiststams of Japanese history, trying
to summarize the development features of Japanses@yhwith extensive analysis.
They pay attention to the vividness in wording @navide either detailed or succinct
descriptions in each chapter in a flexible and fiecacway. All those characteristics
enhance the value of the book. A General Historyagfan by FENG Wei (Shanghai
Academy of Social Sciences Press, 2008) has adbtaler 800,000 words, making a
record in the length of a similar book by an indival author. A Brief Textbook on
Japanese History by WANG Xuesong (Wuhan UniveBityss, 2008) features vivid
wording and pictures, thus helpful for the read&rsunderstand the geographical
conditions, social customs, historical progressauitliral features of Japan.

2. Japan's ancient history. Among the works on the dynastic history in ancient
times, WANG Jinlin's A Brief History of Ancient Jap published in 1984 is still
unmatched today. Since 1997, however, Chinese achbhve identified and made
achievements in a number of new research topics, asi the ethnic origin of ancient
Japanese , the correlation between the cultureefgrowing in China and Japan in
ancient times, the origins of jade culture in theo tcountries, the nations &
sovereignty, religious beliefs and the capital @ygtem in ancient Japan, spread of
Confucianism eastwards, the social, family and tabstructures in ancient Japan, the
circulation of ancient Chinese books, Chonin Ceéltur the Edo Period, Japan and
East Asia in ancient times, etc. Limited by spdtk,like to provide just a brief
summary as follows:

Scholars of the first generation did pioneer worthvgreat hardship, setting the
example of dedicated research. The merits of secioolars are well demonstrated in
a number of topical research achievements conagtldpan's ancient history, such as
Historical Works on the Sino-Japanese Cultural &elahip by Mr. ZHOU Yiliang
(included in Collection of ZHOU Yiliang's Works (4Japanese History and History
of Sino-Foreign Cultural Communications Liaoningu€dtion Press, 1998), ZHU
Qianzhi's Zhu Zi Studies in Japan, Ancient Studied Yangming Studies in Japan
(People's Press, 2000) and A History of JapanesesBphy (People's Press, reprinted
in 2002), as well as the volumes on ancient, mediand near ancient times of Japan
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History by Mr. WANG Gongji. Among them, Mr. ZHOU Nang's works are
impressive with their profound academic achievemantd detailed textual research..

Scholars of the second generation are harvestimy thcademic results
accumulated over the years and continuing theorisff SHEN Ren'an's Historical
Works on the Tokugawa Period (Hebei People's PhuhtisHouse, 2003) and Origin
of Japan (Kunlun Publishing House, 2004) includeumber of academic essays by
the author on ancient Japan and the modern histmglving such basic issues as the
formation of ancient Japanese nation, internatioglations in East Asia, evolution of
the samurai class, historical features of the EelaoR, the three major reforms, civil
movements and foreign relations. The works combiseorical facts with academic
comments, questioning some opinions of Japanesaasshand featuring detailed
analysis. When we read and compare them with lothoh to the Studies of
Japanese History published in 2001 (Hong Kong $&deences Press), we can easily
notice that the author has been consistently aimaingnd making efforts for the
establishment of a system with Chinese charaatsi$dr the research on Japanese
history. WANG Jinlin, who are good at proposingowmative ideas in the studies of
ancient history, have continued his efforts andipbbd a number of works, including
Japan's Emperor System and Its Spiritual Struc{iiranjin People's Publishing
House, 2001), Primitive Belief of the Japanese @Xia People's Publishing House,
2005) and  Studies of Japan's Shintoism (SharDicéionary Press, 2008).Based
on abundant literature, archeological and civilenats, the author conducts thorough
studies of the spiritual world of the Japanese |gedpm the evolution of the
Emperor System, relationship between the impeuélee and Shintoism, as well
as the correlation between Shintoism and TaoismidMin texts and pictures, the
works reveal the origins and development of the &mpSystem and primitive belief,
and are popular among the readers.

Scholars of the third generation have demonstrdtent vigor and strength in
expanding and renovating the research on Japasienahistory, making a number of
achievements. Some of the publications include idoKai's Belief, Interests &
Power: Promulgation of Christianity and Japan's iGho(Northeast Normal
University Press, 1999), ZHAO Deyu's Spread of \fesCivilization to the East and
the Responses of China and Japan (World Affairs2001), QI Yinping's Research
on the History of Early Jesuits in Japan (Commeéreiass, 2003), and LI Hu's A
Comparative Study of Western Civilization in Chinggrea and Japan (Central
Compilation & Translation Press, 2004). Those wqrtavide profound research and
a lot of updated historical data concerning thelisgi of early European knowledge
and Western knowledge in modern Japan, as welheagsléstinations and historical
influence of the three major powers of East Asilazhuo has compiled a number of
books, including Traditional Culture and Family @uwé: A Comparative Study
between China and Japan (Tianjin People's PubysHuse, 2000), Family System:
A Comparison between China and Japan (People's,P@34) and A Study of Family
Precepts in Japan (Tianjin People's Publishing B0R806), offering profound and
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thorough studies of the similarities and differende family systems and cultural
features between Japan and China, creating a newaidowith China's academic
characteristics. There are also innovative workstloe domains which Chinese
scholars have rarely dealt with before, includint LYi's Takamagahara Genre
Painting: Japanese Mythology and The Life Philbgopf Enlightenment: Zen in
Japan(both reprinted by Liaoning University Press2000), WANG Baoping’s
Shintoism and Japanese Culture(Beijing Library &8803),WANG Weixian's
Philosophical Ideas of Suika Shinto in Japan(Shagddeople’s Publishing
House,2004), and WANG Jian’s Differentiation Andalysis of Shintoist Substance
and Confucian Function(Elephant Press,2006), WANGGYS Japanese Culture: The
Path of Imitation and Innovation(Higher Educatia®$3,2001) depicts the panorama
of the cultural development in ancient Japan based large number of updated
historical materials and by identifying the two orajfeatures of imitation and
innovation. It has been reprinted many times dugstpopularity among the readers.
XU Jianxin’s Research on the Rubbings of King Ho@tele(Tokyodo,2006) is a
piece of prominent writing based on the authorlgyeint collection of the most stele
rubbings from at home and abroad over the yeaggther with his own thinking and
analysis. Upon publication, it has received favt@atomments unanimously from
academic circles both domestically and internatipgn®ANG Haiyan’s The Space
and Rituals of the Capital of Ancient Japan(Tamkéngyversity Press,2006) expands
the horizon to the capital city system in ancieapah, featuring similarly innovative
values in domestic and international academic estcPENG Enhua’s A History of
Japanese Haiku and A History of Japanese TankaghuadPress,2004) as well as
ZHAO Weiping's A Study of the Transmission of AngieChinese Music Eastwards
to Japan(Shanghai Conservatory Press,2004) catryn@u explorations into the
domain of literature and arts. The above workgadvide profound explorations into
specific topics in the ancient history of JapandAheir publications indicate the
overall strength of the scholars of the second iggioa in China.

During the past decade, the history of the Tokugd#®eaiod has become a
highlight in research. A Preliminary Investigatiorio the Tokugawa Shogunate by
Taiwan scholar LIN Jingyuan (IPC International Rsiihg Co., Ltd., 1999) probes
into the establishment of the Tokugawa Shogunhteshogunate system, the power
structure, the fall of the shogunate, Edo Cultthie,life of common people and other
topics, providing a comprehensive depiction of Tokugawa Period. There has been
new progress in the studies of Japan's foreigrtioal® and academic schools in
modern history. Research on Japan in Early Modesioky and the Orders of China
and Foreign Countries by CHEN Wenshou (Hong Kong&@dciences Press, 2002)
makes full use of the historical materials of Chidapan and Korea, offering an
innovative description of the causes and developnan seclusionism. HAN
Dongyu's A Study of New Legalists in Japanese ird&to History (Zhonghua Book
Company, 2003) reviews the schools of thoughthéTokugawa Period and offers
new inspirations. In the well-examined domain oh@aianism in the modern history,
there are also new works, such as HAN Lihong's An@arative Study of the
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Thoughts of ISHIDA Baigan and LU Xiangshan (Tianieople's Publishing House,
1999), WANG Qing's A Study of OGYU Sorai, a Confutiin Modern Japan
(Shanghai Classics Publishing House, 2005), YE i@ogland CHEN Mingzi's A
Continuing Investigation into the Sinology in Japg&ast China Normal University
Press, 2008), WANG Wei's Values of Honor for Jagan®amurai ,(Social Science
Documents Publishing House, 2008), ZHANG Baoyu &idl Xingging's edited
Analects of Confucianism in Japan in the Tokugavesidd (East China Normal
University Press, 2008), etc.

Besides, the Department of History of Peking Ursitgrstarted publishing the
collection of "Serial Studies of the History of thekugawa Period" in 2003, with the
first works including SHEN Ren'an's Historical Werkn the Tokugawa Period as
above-mentioned and LI Wen's Japan's Samurai arrd Mtglernization (Hebei
People's Publishing House, 2003).And there ard stilnumber of doctoral
dissertations on the currency system in the Tokagderiod, the opening of
Yokohama, Bushido, shogunate reform after openfrigeocountry, the Ise Belief, etc.
Those dissertations well-written, resourceful andll fof China's academic
characteristics, but unfortunately they are yetb® published due to financial
difficulties. In recent years, the Institute of dapStudies of Nankai University has
also completed several doctoral dissertations om fidimily precepts, temple
elementary school education and schools of thoughtee Tokugawa Period. The
School of History and Culture of Northeast Normalikérsity has teamed up its
research forces to study the history of thoughtsmodern East Asia, and will soon
publish their research results.

[ll. Research results in the modern and contemporay history of

Japan

1. Since 1997, there have been few works acrosstth#gs on Japan's dynastic
history in modern times. The latest works by Taivaad Hong Kong scholars during
the past decade include CHEN Shuifeng's A Modestdry of Japan with the second
impression by Taiwan's Commercial Press in 199K, Mingde's A Modem History
of Japan with the third edition by San Min Book (dd. in 2006, and LIAO Dasi's
Facets of the Modern History of Japan (Pan Oceareldpment Co, Ltd., 1999). On
the Mainland, SONG Chengyou's A New Modern Histmiryapan (Peking University
Press, 2006) starts from the viewpoint of variatéom consistency. It identifies the
influence of Chinese factors on the developmeniaplan's modern history, trying to
provide new explanations on some well-known hisadrphenomena. In the book, the
author tries his best to quote and illustrate thgearch achievements by Chinese
scholars in recent years. Compared with the sgaotistudies of dynastic history in
modern times, there are plentiful works on the dabresearch concerning modern
Japan.
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2.Studies of the political and diplomatic history @dapan in modern and
contemporary times. ZHANG Xiangshan's Facets andnbfds of Sino-Japanese
Relationship (Contemporary World Press, 1998), LDg¢you's Reflection: My
Experience in Sino-Japanese Relationship (CommeRiass, 1999) and WU
Xuewen's Difficult Times: My Experience in Sino-dagse Relationship (World
Affairs Press, 2002) are all memoirs by witnesdeth® development of the post-war
Sino-Japanese relationship, revealing some rarelgwk details and featuring
considerable historic value. YU Xintun's Sino-Jagaplomacy History during the
Revolution of 1911 (Tianjin People's Publishingude, 2000) and A Study of
Sino-Japan Diplomacy History during the Revolutminl911 (Oriental Bookstore,
2002) disclose the complexity of Japan's policiesvards China during the
Revolution of 1911 and the historical truth of Sitrepanese relationship, based on a
large quantity of archival and first-hand materialie author wrote those books
despite his chronic illness, which deserves respdcQingyu has edited On Japan's
Diplomacy in a Century (China Social Sciences £r&898), coauthored Japan's
Strategies and Policies towards East Asia in Modarres (People's Press, 2007) and
written Post-War Japanese National Security SjyatXinhua Publishing House,
2000), which are consistent in detailing upon teeefbopment and changes of Japan's
national strategies after World War II, with acdereemarks and analysis. HUANG
Dahui's Japan's Foreign Policies and Domestic iBol{Contemporary World Press,
2006) and, Japan's Power Building-up and Sino-JsggarRelationship (Social
Science Documents Publishing House, 2008) are basembundant historical data
and offer persuasive remarks on and analysis ohtinmalization of Sino-Japanese
relationship, Japan's new nationalism and new cwassm and other issues. In
addition, MI Qingyu et al's Japan's Policies towattte Middle East after World War
Il (Tianjin People's Publishing House, 2000) andS-lapanese Relationship, LIU
Shilong's (World Affairs Press, 2003), LI Fan's The&apan-USSR
Relationship1917-1991 (People's Press, 2005) andAOQLinsheng's Japan's
Foreign Policies and the ASEAN (People's Press6Rffve expanded the research
horizon of Japan's diplomacy, gradually formingdrae a related research system in
China. XU Siwei's A Study of the Diplomacy IdeasY®SHIDA Shigeru (Xinhua
Publishing House, 1999) and ZHENG Yi's YOSHIDA Sdtig An Iron-wrist Prime
Minister (World Affairs Press, 2001) both focus MOSHIDA Shigeru, who
established Japan's general diplomatic policiesr &ftorld War Il, carrying out their
studies from different facets and demonstrating neademic strength..

There has been progress in the studies of Japalitisgd history. For example,
after publishing Japan in the Fifty Years afterrd/dNar 1l (World Affairs Press)
and The Vicissitudes of the Liberal Democraticty?dmianjin People's Publishing
House) in 1996, WANG Zhensuo offered another preminbook entitled Japan's
Party Politics after World War 1l (People's Pre2804), forming a series of weighty
works in the related domain. There are also worikis thorough and detailed research
on the parliamentary system, operation of politgaities and policy establishment in
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post-war Japan, including Japan's Rise and Falar21st Century edited by JIANG
Lifeng (China Social Sciences Press, 2000) andnkpgaovernment and Politics
coauthored by the same scholar (Taiwan Yang-ChibkBoo., Ltd. , 2002), WANG
Xinsheng's Japan's Politics in Contemporary Tinke®Komic Daily Press, 1997) and
GAO Hong's A General Review of Japan's PoliticaftyP&ystem (China Social
Sciences Press, 2004).

3. Studies of Japan's Modernization. WU Tingmiu's Sdudy of Japan's
Modernization (Commercial Press, 1997), LI Zhud® Family System and Japan's
Modernization (Tianjin People's Publishing Hous897), WANG Jiahua's Japan's
Modernization and Confucianism (Rural Culture Asatien Press, 1998), ZHOU
Songlun's A Study of the Social Transition Period/iodern Japan (Northeast Normal
University Press, 1998), LIU Jincai's A Study oé tGhonin Ethics Thought." A New
Insight into the Causes of Japan's Modernizati@ki(®®) University Press, 2001) and
YANG Ningyi's Self-identification of the Modern Japese People (Tianjin People's
Publishing House, 2001) not only demonstrate Clairseholars' profound reflection
on the characteristics during Japan's modernizgironess, further highlighting the
research on the elements of ideological cultureethgtal consciousness, but feature
a broader research horizon as well. Among thengstigations into the family system,
together with the Chonin ethics and self-identtima mark new trails for Chinese
scholars to study Japan's modernization, thus inffesome refreshing ideas. A
Modern History of East Asia: Traditions and Modeation in China and Japan
compiled by Taiwan scholar LI Feiwei explains tteiation of culture and traditions
in modernization, providing insightful comparisondaanalysis of the response by
China and Japan to the Western culture in modaresti

4. There are a lot of research achievements coimgedapan's economic history
in modern and contemporary times. The experienoddessons in Japan's economy
development have always been good reference fonaCkince her reform and
opening-up. Studies of economic history are vakabbt only academically but
practically as well. YANG Dongliang's National Pawand Economic Development:
Research on Japan's Policies on Industrial Ratizateln after World War Il (Tianjin
People's Publishing House, 1998), An Analysis opad& Current Economic
Situations (coauthored with XUE Jingxing, China i@b&ciences Press, 1998), A
Study of Reforms of Japan's Economic System sinoddvh Times (People's Press,
2003) and A Study of Economic Policies in Japameiging Capitalism (Zhonghua
Book Company, 2007) are based on actual conditaors trace back to history,
providing insightful descriptions, supported by atant historical materials, of such
major issues as the establishment, implementatimh adjustment of economic
policies by the Japanese government in modern antemporary times. Regional
Economic Cooperation in East Asia: China and Jagdited by WANG Zhensuo
(Tianjin People's Publishing House, 2002) focusesn@jor issues of the further
development of the East Asian economy, expresdmegviewpoints of Chinese
scholars by analysis of key factors for realizireggional economic cooperation.
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ZHANG Jian's The Post-war Economic Diplomacy of atap(Tianjin People's
Publishing House, 1998) points out the economiceress of national political
behaviors and concludes the basic characteristidapman's diplomacy, offering a lot
of new ideas. BAI Xuejie's A Study of Japan's Irtdak Organizations (Tianjin
People's Publishing House, 2001), ZHANG VYulai's Aidy of the Corporate
Innovation of Toyota: With a Sideline Discussion thre Development Pattern of
Japan's Automobile Industry (Tianjin People's Raliaig House, 2007) and LEI
Ming's A Study of Japan's Control/led Economy in tikfae: With a Sideline
Discussion on the Second Economic Reform in Jagahstory (People's Press,
2007) start from more specific research objectsyiding marvelous and impressive
analysis of the major players in Japan's econorexeldpment. WEN Juan's A
Fundamental Study of the Promotion of Land Rentafel Businesses in the Early
Meiji Period (published by Seseragi, 2004) conduetgonal case studies in the Meiji
Period, demonstrating the historical features ofdléax reform. The above works
provide topical studies from multiple facets inghgithe economic policies, systems,
organizations and patterns in modern and contempodapan, featuring both
academic values and realistic significance.

5. Studies of the history of thoughts in modernadapNVANG Zhongtian's An
Outline of the History of Human-oriented Thoughts Japan (Beijing Publishing
House, 1999), CUI Shiguang et al's Social Thoughts National Emotions in Japan
(as a coauthor, Peking University Press, 2001Jjrlixu's Modern Japanese Society
and Social Thoughts (China Social Sciences Pre¥37)2further investigates the
evolution of Japanese society and trends of theuafteér World War 11, offering some
important information for understanding Japanesgesp in modern times. Those
works also provide thorough exploration into thealibgical evolution in modern and
contemporary Japan. In 2004, Zhonghua Book Compalegsed LIU Ping's A Study
of TSUDA Soukichi, QIAN Wanyue's A Study of NAITO dhan and ZHANG
Zhejun's A Study of YOSHIKAWA Koijiro, which introdie those famous Japanese
scholars to Chinese readers and provide relatethatians, by means of serious
studies for the first time. Following the publicati of A Study of Confucianism in
Modern Japan (Commercial Press), LIU Yuebing ptkelisMeiji Confucianism and
Modern Japan (Shanghai Classics Publishing Hou665)2and Thoughts and
Confucianism in China and Japan in Modern and CQoptgary Times (Sanlian
Bookstore, 2007), carrying out a profound explamtinto the development of
Confucianism in Japanese Society.

6. Studies of Sino-Japanese relationship. YU XinthuA War of Words:
Diplomacy of China and Japan during the Septem8#r hcident (Guangxi Normal
University Press, 1997) and Secret Records of HUANGY's Activities in Japan
(Tianjin People's Publishing House, 1998) as weNANG Xiaogiu's A Study of the
History of Sino-Japanese Relationship in Modem Tirfighina Social Sciences Press,
1997) and A Study of the History of Sino-Japanesdtutal Communication in
Modern Times (Zhonghua Book Company, 2000) havéhéued related studies by
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means of archival materials in large quantitiesamiatd from Japan. There are also
other works which have enhanced related researcmdgns of discussions from
different aspects, including Japan's Colonial RuleChina in Modern History
coauthored by SONG Zhiyong and QI Jianmin (TianjiReople's Publishing
House, 1998), External Penitence: RemainingsDeylapanese War Criminals
after Return to their Home Country translated adided by ZHOU Weihong et al
(Liberation Army Publishing House, 1999), Japath@ Eyes of Chinese in the Early
20th Century by SUN Xuemei (Tianjin People's Puihg House, 2001), ZHOU
Enlai and Daisaku IKEDA by JI Yaguang (CPC Centrisrature Press, 2001), A
History of Post-war Sino-Japanese RelationshiplBNG Lifeng et al (China Social
Sciences Press, 2002), Japan's Policies TowardsaCand Sino-Japanese
Relationship by LIU Tianchun et al (People's Pr&§§4) and LIANG Qichao and
Japan by SHI Yunyan (Tianjin People's Publishingi$¢g 2005).

There has also been significant attention to theesmsing political confrontation
in the Sino-Japanese relationship during Koizuadihinistration. LIU Jiangwu, who
created the expression of "cold politics and waoonemy"”, has published Twenty
Issues in Sino-Japanese Relationship (China Retunimersity Press, 2007) and
China and Japan: "Cold Politics and Warm Economythe Change (People's Press,
2007), which provide profound analysis in simplerag of the current situations,
development and restraints of the Sino-Japanesgiomthip, clearing the readers’
doubts and becoming popular among them. Similamprent works also include
FENG Zhaokui and LIN Chang's A Report on Sino-Japgelations (Shishi
Publishing House, 2007), LIANG Yunxiang's Japan$-¢¢ntered Diplomacy in the
Showa Period (China Social Sciences Press, 19@B)awan's Politics, Economy and
Diplomacy in the Post-Cold-War Era.

In recent years, the relationship between Japan Tamdan has drawn the
attention of researchers, who have carried outuoste explorations into the issue
by a number of works, including CHEN Fenglin's Astdry of Post-war Relations
Between Japan and Taiwan (1945-1972) (Hong KongaE8ciences Press, 2004),
ZHANG Yaowu's Taiwan Issue in Sino-Japanese Relahip (Xinhua Publishing
House, 2004) and GONG Qian's A Study of Relatioesvben Japan and Taiwan
since Normalization of Sino-Japanese Relationsh§y2-2003) (Hong Kong Social
Sciences Press, 2008).

7. As for modern and contemporary cultures, a nurobevorks have continued
the research on Japanese culture or comparatigeestaf cultural mentality between
China and Japan, including LI Zhuo's edited booklapanese Culture Research:
Centered on Comparison of Chinese and Japaneser€uliChina Social Sciences
Press, 1998) , SHANG Huipeng's A Comparative SwidZhinese and Japanese in
Terms of Social Groups, Behaviors and Cultural Myt (Peking University Press,
1998), LI Shuguo's Japan's Popular Novels and Nowethe Ming and the Qing
Dynasties (Tianjin People's Publishing House, 1998AN Lihong's A General
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Introduction to Japanese Culture (Nankai Univer$tess, 2006), and LI Wen's
Spread and Influence of Japanese Culture in Chir®¥2(2002) (China Social
Sciences Press, 2004).

8. Studies of wartime Japan and the history of @feResistance against Japan.
"January 28th" Songhu Anti-Japanese War by YU Zidad ZHANG Linlong is
(Shanghai Publishing House, 2000) is one of theesadited by WANG Kuilin on
China's War of Resistance against Japan. The keegges, published by Guangxi
Normal University Press with a total of over 10 lmait words, concerns various
aspects of the Sino-Japanese relationship durang4hyears from the September 18th
Incident to the surrender of Japan. SU Zhiliang'sS#tady of Comfort Women
(Shanghai Bookstore Publishing House, 1999), SeweS| of the Japanese Army
(People's Press, 2000), Monstrous Crime: Comform@fo System of the Japanese
Army during World War 1l (as chief editor, Academiress, 2000) and Left-over
Problems and Compensation Issues Related to Jayam'sof Aggression against
China (co-edited with RONG Weimu and CHEN Lifei, rf@mercial Press, 2005), as
well as HU Peng's Women Organizations in Japamduorld War Il (1931~1945)
(Jilin University Press, 2005) put forward new w@sh topics and conduct
breakthrough studies of civil compensation clainys "bomfort women", women
organizations in Japan and other related issueadans of detailed materials. Some
works offer positive remarks on the contributiong Kuomintang troops in the
Anti-Japanese War, which have long been negleateth® Chinese Mainland, thus
being conducive to related studies on a compreherand true basis. Such works
include XU Kanming's A Military History of Chinesexpedition Troops (Military
Science Press, 1995), On the War of Anti-Fascidted\lagainst Japan (Yunnan
University Press, 2005), Flying Over the Hump: Thegest Strategic Airlift in World
War Il (coauthored with LI Lianfen, Liberation Armiublishing House, 2005), A
History of Anti-Japanese War on the China-Burmaariittlefield (Liberation Army
Publishing House, 2007), as well as SHI Guangdomy H Boxiang's A History of
the Chinese Expedition Troops (Chongqing Publishtayuse, 2001), GUO Rugui
and HUANG Yuzhang's China's Anti-Japanese War Con@jzerations (as chief
editors, Jiangsu People's Publishing House, 2002 )Pdoenix Satellite TV's Chinese
Expedition Troops (China Friendship Publishing Camyp 2005).Works in the
domain also include YANG Ningyi's Seizure of PowgrJapanese Fascists (Normal
University publisher in Beijing, 2000), which proe analysis from the aspect of
modernization, HAN Yongli's Macro Strategies of USAd Anti-Japanese Battlefield
in China during World War 1l (Wuhan University Pse2003), WANG Zhen's The
Anti-Japanese War and China's International Std&mcial Science Documents
Publishing House, 2003), HU Dekun and LUO Zhiga/AgiOutline of the History of
the Second World War (as chief editors, Wuhan Usite Press, 2005), JIANG
Lifeng's On Japan's Militarism (as chief editor,bdie People's Publishing House,
2005), LEI Yuanshan's A Study of the Decision-mgkiHistory during Japan's
Aggression against China (Academia Press, 2006),HQhgshen's A Study of
Education in Northeast China during Japanese Otiomp@eople's Press in Liaoning,
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1998), and LI Hongxi's A Study of Japan's Consudatteé Police Organs in Northeast
China (Yanbian University Press, 2008). Those watlast from various aspects and
carry out new exploration into and review of thetdrical status of the War of
Resistance against Japan, Japan's militarism angoiicies of aggression against
China, the dictatorship of Japanese fascists anddlonial rule.

9. Studies of Japanese history from the East Asiawpoint A History of
Sino-Korean-Japanese Relationship edited by KIMc@Gun (Heilongjiang Korean
Nationality Publishing House, 2000) is based on parative studies concerning the
East Asian kingdoms from ancient times to the end/arld War 1l, and details upon
the evolution from the Northeast Asian Culturald&rin ancient times to the modern
framework of diplomatic relations among the threerdries in Northeast Asia. The
author deals with the relations among China, K@ed Japan as an organic whole,
expanding current studies from bi-lateral to mlateral relations, broadening related
horizon. LEE Chang-sik's Formation of and CompaeatResearch on Modern
Thoughts in Korea and Japan (Jilin Education Phirigs House, 2000) investigates
the ideological reasons for the different pathsi@felopment of Japan and Korea in
modern times, by means of a comparison of LEE HangBAK Gyu-su, KIM
Ok-kyun, YU Kil-chun, SO Chaep-il and other refostsiin Korean history. A History
of Sino-Korean Relationship in the Qing DynastylifJiLiterature & History
Publishing House, 2006) coauthored by GANG Ryongaband LIU Zimin depicts
the evolution of relations between the Qing Dynaatyl Korea from the rise of
Nurhachi to the signing of the Treaty of Shimonaseffering a number of new ideas.
A History of Northeast Asia edited by LIU Debinl{diPeople's Press, 2006) starts
from the evolution of the framework of internatibnalations and discusses the
vicissitudes of Northeast Asian countries on thgiamal stage. Such a research
viewpoint is of macro values to understand the geann Japan's international status.
AN Seong-irs On the History of International Redas in East Asia (Jilin Literature
& History Publishing House, 2005) focuses on Japeslations with China and Korea,
offering an insight into Japan from the Chinese #mel Korean points of view. A
Modern and Contemporary History of East Asian Nai@s jointly compiled by
China, Japan and Korea (Social Science DocumertifisRuing House, 2005) is a
work refuting right-wing history textbooks in Japamd revealing the truth of
historical development in East Asia, thus settingggample for the joint research and
compilation of history textbooks among the threertaes.

10. New progress in the compilation and publicandbmaterial collections and
reference books. The compilation of material coitet is the barometer of the
attention by studies of Japanese history in Clonaldssroom teaching. Distortion of
history and denial of invasion have become théhébcof some Japanese politicians,
with the understanding of history being a greattatie in the sound development of
Sino-Japanese relationship. In the circumstancédneSe researchers of Japan's
modern and contemporary history have collected an@dnged corresponding
historical data earnestly and thoroughly, and hpubklished a number of weighty
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material collections, laying the foundation for thght and correct understanding of
historical facts. The War of Resistance Againstadapompiled by ZHANG Bofeng
and ZHUANG Jianping (Sichuan University Press, 199 a large series of
comprehensive material collection with 7 volumekchapters and a total of around
10 million words, providing resourceful and relialgroofs of historical facts for the
studies of the War of Resistance Against Japan-2003 witnessed the publication
of A Collection of Historical Materials on Resistanby Koreans in Northeast China
Against Japan (Heilongjiang Korean Nationality Rslihg House). The 10-volume
work, edited by KIM U-jong, includes a large numbef first-hand historical
materials such as the documents, reports, resotutamd work reports by the CPC
Provincial and Special Committees in Manchuria frb®27 to 1945, providing a true
record of the resistance by ethnic Koreans in Nash China against Japan and
important historical materials for related studies.

Another highlight in the recent decade is the mation of material collections
revealing the crimes of Japanese invaders in Ciidew Collection of Files on the
Crimes of Japanese Invaders compiled by LiaonirayiRcial Archives (Guangxi
Normal University Press, 1997) includes variousdemces of crimes of Japanese
invasion in 1903-1947. A Complete Collection of tdrscal Data on "The 21 Articles"”
between China and Japan edited by HUANG Jilianectdl materials of various
aspects concerning the proposal by the Japanesrnmgoent to turn China into a
protectorate and the eventual failure of the comaspj thus conducive to studies of
"The 21 Articles". Six years after the publicat@nZHU Chengshan's Testimonies by
Foreigners on the Nanjing Massacre by Japaneseddnya(Jiangsu People's
Publishing House 1999), the first 8 volumes of Al€xion of Historical Materials of
the Nanjing Massacre edited by ZHANG Xianwen wablighed in 2005, and the
work will include a total of 12 million words aftehe publication of all the 25
volumes. The data in this material collection pdavisufficient factual basis for
revealing the historical truth of the massacre.r&hare also material collections
exposing the bacteriological warfare, forced ladwod many other crimes of Japanese
militarism during the invasion of China, includingBlood-weeping Accusations:
True Records of Survivors of Japanese Anthrax alahders Attacks edited by LI
Xiaofang (CPC Central Literature Press, 2005),dlad Proofs of Crimes of Unit 731
Archives on "Special Transmission” by Kanto Gendawes compiled by
Heilongjiang Provincial Archives (Heilongjiang Péep Publishing House 2001), A
Collection of Historical Materials on Kidnapped akdrced Laborers by Japanese
Invaders in North China compiled by JU Zhifen anHUANG Jianping (Social
Sciences Academic Press, 2003), An Oral Historg€lihese Laborers Kidnapped to
Japan during World War 1l edited by HE Tianyi, dfdstorical Materials on Japan's
Economic Plundering in Central China compiled byai&fhai Municipal Archives
(Shanghai Bookstore Publishing House, 2005).

Although not many reference books have been coohple published, their
qguality has been improved. The year 1997 saw th#igation of Japan Studies in
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China edited by LUO Weilong and XU Yiping (Sociali&ce Documents Publishing
House).This reference book was compiled in thegshaf Chinese Association for
Japanese Studies and the Beijing Centre for Jap&tadies, sponsored by the Japan
Foundation and with the cooperation of instituti@mgl scholars of Japan studies on
the Mainland. The book provides a clear pictureghaf general situations of Japan
studies in China, profiles of major institutionsceties and scholars of Japan studies,
reference to major works in that regard and relatestellaneous information. While
studies of Japanese history are just part of itsterds, the book still helps us
understand relevant developments before 1995.

In 2000, the World Affairs Press published StuagiEdapanese History in China
edited by LI Yu, TANG Zhongnan and LIN Zhen, as Masd Research on the History
of Sino-Japanese Relationship in China edited byl XIA Yingyuan and TANG
Zhongnan, which can cover the inadequacy of Japadies in China in terms of
historical remarks. Those two works describes tiueliss by Chinese scholars of
Japanese history and the history of Sino-Japareatonship from ancient times to
the mid-1990's, dividing the historical processoirgeveral special topics and
reviewing the research results of Chinese schdlaesefore they are very good books
in helping the readers understand the progressbasd viewpoints of studies of
Japanese history and the history of Sino-Japamedestsonship.

IV. Translation and publication of foreign works

Importance has always been attached to the traoslaf works by foreign
scholars on the studies of Japanese history. Dtinedast 10 years, a lot of works by
Western and Japanese scholars have been tranaladegublished. Among them,
works on Japan's general history at least includ#'sHlapan: From Prehistory To
Modern Times (translated by DENG Yi and ZHOU YiligrCommercial Press, 1997)
and Kenneth Henshall's A History of Japan: Frorn&tdge to Superpower, which
has been translated and published by both Taiwails Publishing Company (2003)
and World Publishing Corporation (2007).

The past decade has witnessed the publicatioran$lated works on historical
figures, but the most popular ones are those on UGKWA leyasu and Emperor
Hirohito. For example, historical novels by the tam writer YMAOKA Sohachi,
such as TOKUGAWA leyasu, TOYOTOMI Hideyoshi, ODA bimaga and DATE
Masamune, have been selected for publication byn@iiag Publishing Group,
Hainan Press and many other publishers acrossttagssand the multi-volume
TOKUGAWA leyasu have become a bestseller and popaimaong the readers.
Although those books are not research works imiet sense, they are still conducive
to encouraging Chinese readers to pay attentidapianese history.

Herbert Bix's Emperor Hirohito (translated by LINafgui, China Times
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Publishing Company, 2002), KOMORI Yoichi's The Emgés Imperial Voice
Broadcast (translated by CHEN Duoyou, Sanlian Babig House, 2004) and Bix's
Hirohito and the Making of Modern Japan (translabgdWANG Liping, Xinhua
Publishing House, 2004) are of resourceful arcinnaerials, including a number of
data published for the first time, thus of veryhlgstorical values. The publication of
those historical data provides important proofsidgntifying Hirohito's historical
orientation and disclosing his responsibilitiestfoe war.

Some other works are of academic values in undetstg the views, research
methods and archival data of Western and Japaohstass, including MARUYAMA
Masao's FUKUZAWA Yukichi: A Thinker in Modem Japatranslated by OU
Jianying, World ,Affairs Press, 1997) and A Studyhe History of Political Thoughts
in Japan (translated by WANG Zhongjiang, Sanliaoi&tore), MURAKAMI Senjo's
An Outline of the History of Japanese Buddhismn@tated by YANG Zengwen,
Commercial Press, 1999), UMEH,ARA Takeshi's Kamighlm Ruzan (translated by
BIAN Ligiang, Economic Daily Press, 1999), MASUMuUnnosuke's A Political
History of Japan (translated by DONG Guoliang etGilina Commerce and Trade
Press, 1997), Yoshiie YODA's Japan and China in éfiodlimes (translated by
BI,AN Ligiang, Shanghai Far East Publishers, 2004j)n Toland's The Decline and
Fall of the Japanese Empire(1936-1945) (translatedsUO Weigiang, New Star
Press, 2008), IOKIBE Makoto's 1945-2005: A HistofyJapan’s Postwar Diplomacy
(World Affairs Press, 2007), and John W. Dower'sbEaming Defeat (translated by
HU Bo, Sanlian Bookstore, 2008), etc.

As the history of Japan's economy development ignplortant reference for
China's reform and opening-up, the eight-volume istéty of Japan's Economy by
metrological lhistorians (Sanlian Publishing Hous897-1998) have been published
in succession. Among them, HAYAMI Akira's Estabhsént of Economic Society in
the 17th-18th Centuries, Hiroshi SHIMBO et al's ¢xening of Modern Growth,
UMEMURA Mataji and YAMAMOTO Yuzo's Port Opening an&estoration,
Shunsaku NISHIKAWA's The Age of Industrializatiowo{umes | & Il), Takafusa
NAKAMURA et al's A Dual Structure, Takafusa NAKAMURSs "Planned Economy"
and "Democracy" and YASUBA Yasukichi's High-speew\h have been translated
and published by LI Yiping, LI Rui, LLAN Xiang, YNG Ningyi and HU Qilin.
MORISHIMA Michio's Perspective of the Strange G&raf Japan's Prosperity and
Decline (China Financial and Economic Publishingusy 2000), Bai Gao's Japan's
Economic Dilemma: The Institutional Origins Of Ppesity And Stagnation
(translated by LIU Er, Commercial Press, 2004) Bodnomic Ideology and Japanese
Industrial Policy: Developmentalism from 1931 to6%9(translated by AN Jia,
Shanghai People's Publishing House, 2008) areringpior the comprehensive and
objective understanding of Japan's economic devaop.

The translation and publication of the diaries, ommications and other
firsthand materials by foreigners on the Nanjingsk&cre are proofs with important
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historical values. Such works include The Diariéslohn Rabe (Jiangsu People's
Publishing House, Jiangsu Education Publishing Hpd997), ZHANG Kaiyuan's
translation and publication of the original arclswd the International Committee for
the Nanking Safety Zone as well as letters, diaaied other historical materials by
some of its members, American Missionary Eyewitaes® the Nanking Massacre
(1937-1938) (Nanjing University Press, 1999), Tharipof Minnie Vautrin (Jiangsu
People's Publishing House, 2000), The Diary of AZAJ8hiro (Jiangsu Education
Publishing House, 1999), The Battlefield Diary oEZWMA Shiro (World Affairs
Press, 2000), etc.

V. Brief comments and outlook

During the past decade, Chinese scholars of Japdmns®ry have catered to
social demands and seized relevant opportunitiesking significant progress in
terms of innovative ideas, publication of theses academic works, as well as
compilation of historical materials, in addition psoposing a number of valuable
frameworks for academic discussion. During the diteanal period, the academic
community has become younger and better qualifieith international and
diversified backgrounds. The third and the fourtbnerations of scholars have
become the major forces in the teaching and studfiekapanese history in China,
marching ahead following the path of their predeces We have also witnessed the
advent of the "grass roots history" and the inargpsocial participation in the studies
of Japanese history thanks to the Internet. Alls¢handicate that the studies of
Japanese history have entered into a new era efaf@went in China.

However, there are also a lot of challenges, @@u to establish a system with
Chinese characteristics for the studies of Japanissery system; how to coordinate
fundamental research and applied research; howéocgnsideration to both learning
& introduction and independent innovation; hownhake a balance between the
research on the history of different dynasties #rat of various features; how to
further explore new research topics; how to furteahance trans-regional and
multinational studies; how to carry forward the itseof previous scholars in terms of
research and accomplishments; how to strive formaathtain the discourse power of
Chinese scholars in the process of aligning ouesahith international standards, etc.

Among all those challenges, it is apparently theatgst one in the new century
to demonstrate China's academic characteristitiseo$tudies of Japanese during the
process of international exchanges. Only by resglvhat problem properly can we
make new progress and achievements in the domalapainese history studies in the
new century, in addition to establishing a relatedearch system with Chinese
characteristics.

Opinions on "China's academic characteristics",dw@x; naturally differ. At the
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risk of oversimplification, I'd like to summarizeyhopinions here. Firstly, we should
observe Japan from the our viewpoint and offer @pinions as Chinese scholars,
instead of just copying and paraphrasing the idéasir foreign counterparts, or even
worshiping foreign scholars and belittling domesties. Secondly, we should exhibit
the merits of comprehensive thinking of Chineseokis and conduct our studies
with a macro mechanism and "see the big picture'bd specific, we should combine
different parts and the whole as well as individsjpbts and the entire facet in our
thinking, and we should study the origins and dewelent of things in a
comprehensive and complete manner, rather than iscéated and scattered way. We
should understand not only "what" and "who", buawh and "why" as well. Thirdly,
we should combine research and application togethdrlearn from the historical
experiences and lessons of foreign countries, dh ghocess, we should differentiate,
select and arrange others' opinions for the sakdismiovery, instead of uncritical
acceptance, self-depreciation or irrational adnuratFourthly, we should write in
accurate and fluent Chinese rather than copyingnksge words or using the so-called
"Manchukuo dialect".

We cannot talk about China's academic charactsistiJapanese history studies
without referring to the achievements of the pre@ogdcholars in different domains.
For example, research works in the dynastic hishoiy the general history include A
Modern History of Japan by WAN Feng (China SocieleSces Press, reprinted in
1981), A Brief History of Ancient Japan by WANG limand A Brief History of
Modern Japan by LV Wanhe (both printed by Tianjimople's Publishing House,
1984),, A General History of Japan edited by ZHA@nin and LIU Yuwei (Fudan
University Press, 1989), A History of Japan by Widghiu (Nankai University Press,
1994), etc. Although those works only reflect thedl of Japanese history studies on
the Chinese Mainland in the 1980's, they can bé neekred as the cornerstones of
the mainland's research on the general historyttandynastic history of Japan. Those
works might have some inadequacies in terms of maégdend individual expressions,
but they are indeed good examples of China's adademaracteristics in terms of
research viewpoint, theoretical framework, genemadderstanding, summary of
historical experience and lessons, as well as wgrdnd phrasing, which deserves the
careful reading, contemplation, inheritance andnation by succeeding scholars. We
would be making a spectacle of ourselves if we ligrtbose previous achievements
and just talk wishfully about "breakthrough".

On the long way towards establishing the systerdapfanese history studies in
China, the horizon is encouraging if the succeedicigplars can follow the path of
their predecessors and continue blazing new trHils undoubtedly, however, the
academic circles, including the studies of Japartestory in China, have been
affected by the showy, boastful and impulsive tewts in the publication market
during the past decade. The sound developmeniacao-environment for dedicated
research does not benefit from the project propasdloperation under the system of
planned economy, the "invisible hand" in the pudiimn market, the pressure from
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evaluation of professional titles, or the inflexdlgrocedures in organizational review,
which all go against the rules of academic resedPelhaps it is not exaggerating to
regard those phenomena as the causes for the sheahlthy tendencies. But we
believe that those problems during development bellgradually resolved with the
elapse of time. And we can foresee greater achientsmin the studies of Japanese
history in China by that time.

(Transtatey SONG  Zhigiang)
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Chinese Scholars’ Research on Japanese Culture aaciety
(1997 — 2007)

Li  Zhuo

In the ten-year period between 1997 and 2007, Witina’'s comprehensive
national strength being improved and conditionsaicademic research getting better,
a large number of researchers went to Japan fearels and exchange and their
academic capability has thus been enhanced; imms@nwhile, many young and
capable Ph. D students have entered into their fteloh for special research, and a
growing number of Chinese students returned tandt®n after finishing their study
abroad and presented themselves as the new emdogoes among the Chinese
legion of Japan research. Among the thriving redess on Japan which were
prompted by these favorable conditions mentionexalis the research on Japanese
culture and society, one of the areas with the dsggdvancement, the strongest
social influence and the most research fruit.

1. Unprecedented Concern about Japanese culture

China and Japan enjoy adjacent geography anithsionltures. People of both
countries shared a time-honored history of mutui@igndly exchange ever since the
ancient time as well as a harrowing experienceeiidpinvaders and the invaded in
modern times. Since 1970s when diplomatic relatlwetsveen China and Japan were
restored, mutual economic and trade exchangesleare getting closer as time went
by. As far as the scope and depth are concernada®hesearch on Japan has gone
quite ahead of that on other countries within tingt fwo decades since the reform
and opening-up. Albeit Sino-Japanese relationsaypny entered into a frozen period
in the past decade, we have to notice that insi€hding reduced to stagnation due to
twists and turns in politics, Chinese research apad has proceeded further,
particularly when it comes to enhancing the publidésire further understanding and
analyzing the Japanese people. It has become aortamp topic to examine the
Japanese people from a cultural perspective.sifis to say that the attention that has
been paid to Japanese culture was unprecedentée past decade, as we can find
out from the following:

(1) Successive publication of research series on Japanudture

In The Collection of Eastern Cultuseith Ji Xianlin as the chief editor, there are
many works on Japanese culture, sucflas History of Japanese Literatudgono
no aware and Yugen—— the Aesthetical Idea of thbanksewritten by Ye Weiqu
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and Tang Yuemeilhe System of Emperor of Japan and its Spirituaic8ire written

by Wang Jinlin, Wang XiaogiuModern China and Japan—— Interaction and
Influenceand translation works lik&ods Going Around: on Kojiki of Japamritten

by Umehara Takeshi and translated by Bian LigiardjZhao Qiong, andihe Theory
of Japanese Cultureritten by Shuichi Kato and translated by Ye Weijew Series
of Humanistic Japampublished by Ningxia Renmin Publishing House hasrbup to
now published in 20 volumes and it is a serieseskarch books on Japanese culture
with the most comprehensive content and the lamgesttity within China so far. All
writers of such series are domestic famous exper@scomplished scholars in related
fields. In this series, they located themselvetha academic frontiers and collected
many a subject; through simple explanation of protb matter and illustrated
writings, they combined research and popularitythe books and presented the
audience a stage to learn about the panorama ahds@ culture. Among 37 volumes
of Nankai Series of Japanese Stymiplished by The Institute of Japanese Study of
Nankai University, 12 of them are about Japane$iereuand society. There are two
series chiefly compiled by Wang Yong and publistidShanghai Ancient Books
Press, nameliibrary of Cultural Research of China and JapamdLecture Room of
Japanese Cultuterhe former was first published in 2001 and hawvdlimes up till
now, and as for the latter, there are four volum@®ing out, i.eThe Art of Chess
Ikebana(the art of flower arrangementylusicandMartial Arts. Lectures on Culture
of East Asia initiated by Tsinghua University in 020is a forum aiming at
expounding Japanese culture from multi-perspecewesit has been held for over 60
times till now, and on such basis, a series of baodmedooks of JaparrtHumanism

in East Asiahas been published with academic essays and ggiabout feelings of
traveling in Japan as its major part. Apparentesysttization and specialization are
ready to find out in these series of books, whighlsolizes that the research of
Japanese culture within China has gone far abaateaha decade ago in terms of
both depth and scope.

(2) Researchers are no longer limited to specegarh institutions and a growing
number of people are concerning about the researchapanese culture. In the past
decade, the development of Sino-Japanese cultuchlange and the deepening of
mutual economic and trade relations as well as dipbomatic frictions of the
historical problems all provided the public withatites to learn about Japan. Many
non-specialists of Japanese research have obs@aypash from different angles and
have left us their distinctive thougldapan in the Transitiomvritten by Zhao Yining

is “a transnational report of investigation givey & Chinese reporter crossing the
border” and it is a relatively comprehensive, impithe report-style research on
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Japanese culture. The writer 8kura and Samurais a doctor of economy of
agriculture and forestry, who lived for a long tine Japan and had personal
experience over its culture. In this book, the autimterpreted and analyzed the
“inherent gene” ——customs and social rules—— thatednined the trace of
modern Japan’s growth, and disclosed the charaet@isbehavioral habits of the
Japanese and categorized Japanese culture asueeaflhumiliation”. The author of
The “Ambiguous” Neighboris Yu Jie, a young writer particularly appreciateg
youngsters interested in literature. The book sedaupon the interviews the author
had with Japanese congressmen and nearly one ldusniEeage Japanese people. The
author realized from his experience that he himsatf known so little about the real
Japan and that it was a tough task to learn alspdnJin a real sense. Yu's idea is
rather enlightening that “Caring about Japan” iatal link of “caring about China”.
Wu Jisong, a governmental official, wrote the badkSee the World——Japan’s
Recycling Society, and made a faithful account i@tider insightful analyses on what
he saw and heard in Japan from the aspects of g@ogrhistory, humanities, ecology
and management of water resources. Although these-Special” works are not the
research in its real sense, these writers’ observatight be more realistic and have
greater influence than that of specialists.

(3) The participation of mass media such as TV #re Internet greatly deepens
public learning about Japanese culture. TV is thestnpopular and the fastest
information communication medium with the widestga of audience so falapan

the 7" period of TV series The Emerging of Powerdilmed by CCTV and many
experts and scholars, tells us how Japan leapthet@nly capitalistic power in Asia
from a weak and backward feudalistic country in ¢last, and how it stepped on the
wrong road of militarism from its original path development. In addition to the
telling of history, the TV show also covers Japanesitural traditions and their
national spirit, which has stirred strong reactiansong the public. Another TV series
Japan in the Eye of Yansong made by CCTV with aiam@erspective and the
sensitiveness of a reporter was put on show in 20@7offered the audience close-up
observation on Japan’s politics, economy, lifetuna, fashion, and entertainment.
The content of this feature program is not as deegxperts or scholars’ research, and
there are no emotional comments or empty talkirige akers try to present a real
Japan to the audience through plain and objectegergption and thus this program
has much greater visual impact than print mediatures have achieved great effects
of propaganda as of Hu Ping’Sée Japan through Its Culttiren Aug.12, 2006,
Tang Zhongnan's The Road of Powers — — the Emergence of Japanlan.27,
2007 and Yang Dongliang'drperial Power and Japan’s Modernizatioon Jul.8,
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2007 in Century Auditorium of Phoenix TV. As forethnternet, special websites
about Japan starts from the scratch, and one dfesieof them is the web of Japanese
culture researchChttp://www.zdrbs.com set up by the Research Institute of Japanese
Culture of Zhejiang Gongshang University, in whitfere are about 1500 works,
papers, travels, essays and historical materialsta amount of literatures collected
in the full text retrieval bank of Japanese andhsut three million words. The web
now has nearly 4000 registered members and is btileeanost resourceful website
among domestic similar websites.
2. Remarkable achievements of multi-perspective rearch on
Japanese culture

On the aspect of macro researdapanese Civilizatiorchiefly compiled by Ye
Weiqu is one ofThe Collections of World Civilizatigrin which there is detailed
account about the origin, evolution of Japanes#ization and its means, channels to
contact other continental civilizations as well thsir differences, and is the most
complete works introducing Japanese culture in &€hip till now. In this book, the
exchange of Japanese civilization and foreign izations is concluded as the
collision between two civilizations, which has ungtne the continuous cycle of
“imbalance— self-consciousness and reflection of two civiliagas— the beginning
of containment> disintegration and combination of two heterogeiseou
civilizations— creation and restructurirg a new balance”. Ye Weiqu also wrdtke
History of Japanese Culturdf we take these two books as works examiningadap
from the external environment, then Tang Zhongnalépanese Culture and
Modernizationis a book that focuses on locating the underlyagses of Japan’s
modernization from its internal structure. In tbisok, the author discourses upon the
relationship of traditional culture and moderniaatirom the aspects of the change of
social structure, the continuance of family systéne, advancement of culture and
education and the modernization of human beings.

On the research of exploring the historical anducal features of Japan, Gao
Zengjie's The Collision of East Asian Civilizations: The Hist and Features of
Japanese Culturés a book committed to examine the features ohdepe culture
from the view of civilizations in East Asia. In thmok of Japanese Culture: The
Trace of Imitation and CreatignProf. Wang Yong gives an account of the
development of the Japanese people from its ot@igdo Period, and proposes that
the fundamental features of Japanese culture eésflthion of imitation and creation”.
This book is not only a textbook for undergraduated postgraduates, but an ideal
introductory book to learn about Japanese cul@ng Yong chiefly compiled The
Research of Book Road between China and Japanndhid book he explained with
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details the meaning of “Book Road” proposed by inthat if silk is the symbol of
Chinese material civilization, then books must hesrgregated spiritual creation of
Chinese civilization and therefore possesses sagwower of revival that it can pass
benefits on to the descendents through the time. pfbposal of the idea of “Book
Road” is aimed at breaking the traditional conaaptSilk Road” and building up a
new pattern of exchange in East Asia. In the bdokadition and Modern Times: the
Research on the Culture in Japanese Soc\dBng Xiuwen, the writer, made careful
examination upon the historical evolution of Jafs@neultural customs in terms of the
system of family name, marriage customs and festoffeducation development.

Yan Dexue’'sThe Path of Samurai: Japan’s Strategic Culture dviditary
Trendis an analysis on Japanese culture from its mjlitéstory, which provides us
with a new angle of research. In this book, thehautpoints out that the blood
bondage among the Japanese and their spiritual ¢gamedy have no match around
the world, and the high organizational efficiendyJapanese society, particularly in
military aspect, is rather rare in the global higtdResearches about the impact of
Chinese culture upon Japanese culture remains #éestream in studies conducted
from the angle of Sino-Japanese cultural exchalRge. example, there is Li Qihu’s
The Study of Book of Documents in Japan and leydtiire Zheng Pengnian'$he
History of Japanese Assimilation of Chinese Culturerinsheng’sOn the Impact of
Chinese Culture of the Tang Dynasty upon Japémang Yue'sThe Theory of
Wealth—— The Development of the Thought of Rightess and Wealth in Ancient
China and its Influence on Japa@ai Yi's Traditional Chinese Culture in Japaand
so on. InThe Research about Zhu Shunshui's Teaching in Jagan Qixun
investigates and examines in a comprehensive armedutavay the reasons, targets
and contents of Zhu Shunshui’s teaching in Japan (€ a scholar at the transitional
period of Ming and Qing dynasties) and the gregbaat of such an activity on
modern Japanese culture. On the other hand, siocem times, particularly after
China’s reform and opening-up, foreign cultures pasduced huge influence in
China, among which Japanese culture comes firg.i3¢ue of how Japanese culture
influenced China has entered into scholars’ sighwell. InThe Spread and Influence
of Japanese Culture in China (1972-2002) Wen completely and systematically
summarized the channels of spread and contentapaingse culture in China since
the restoration of Sino-Japanese diplomatic relah@ and evaluated objectively the
role of imported Japanese culture in China’s madation. In Liang Qichao and
Japan Shi Yunyan, the writer, examined Liang Qichao'slitcal and cultural
activities in his 14-year exile in Japan, reacti@fisJapanese government and the
influence he received from thinkers of Meiji Peri@&hi’'s book moved forward by a
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big step the research on Liang Qichao within thadamic circle. Feng Tianyu’s
Chitose maru’s Trip to Shanghiai a book about Chitose maru’sa Japanese official
boab trip to Shanghai for observation and study initiaby the shogunate in 1862.
The account in this book reflected Japanese gowamtisnchange of their view about
China and honestly described the conditions of &linthat time, and therefore is of
great value as historical materials.

It is the new sparkling point in the research gfaleese culture in the past decade
to study Japanese figures. The first research aaments of The Research Databank
of the 28" Century International Chinese Studies are allistudpon Japanese famous
scholars, including Qian WanyueBhe Study of Kodawarizhang Zhejun’'sThe
Study ofYoshikawa Kojir@and Liu Ping'sThe Study of Tsuda Mizuhikihough these
studies aim at Chinese studies, the relatively desparch on Japanese spirit and
masters is no doubt important progress of domssiidy on Japanese culture. On top
of that, in Review of Jian ZherHao Runhua accounted Jian Zhen’s life and had
in-depth discussions about his contributions tadape Buddhism and his status and
influence on the history of cultural exchange bev€hina and Japan.

It is an important topic in the research of Japar@msdture in the past decade to
study it from the angle of historic problems.The Theory of Japanese Militarisma
nearly one-million-word works chiefly complied biadg Lifeng and Tang Zhongnan,
there are accounts about the geographical envirotanafluence on the formation of
Japanese national character, the tradition of wopshg martial art and the spirit of
Bushido, the belief of the nation of God and thenmdtion of Japanese Emperor and
so on. The authors explored the original sourcprtmluce the thought of Japanese
militarism, the process of its formation, its meaisan and so on, analyzed the
historical origin of the outward aggression andamgoon by Japanese militarism, and
disclosed in an all-round, multi-level way the fanaental origin of the occurrence of
Japanese militarism. IThe Research on Postwar Japanese Culture and Wearfar
Cognition Liu Bingfan explored Japanese cognitive idealanfare after WWII, and
analyzed its underlying reasons.Japan’s Cultural Invasion to China——Aggressive
War of Scholars and Intellectualgvang Xiangyuan used lots of first-hand Japanese
materials and disclosed comprehensively the sieggeghannels of implementation,
means and harms of Japan’s cultural invasion toa&hi
3. Prolonged flourish of researches on the theoryf dapanese culture
and the theory of the Japanese

Along with the ending of “the era of bubble econdrapd Japan’s economic
recession in “the lost decade”, the theory of Japarculture and the theory of the
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Japanese begins to lose its previous attractiveimes¥apan. However, Japan’s
economic and social change has instead offered stanseholars a good opportunity
to further examine the Japanese and their culture,the theory of the Japanese and
their culture becomes a lasting hot issue.

The so-called “theory of Japanese culture” and ditheof the Japanese” are
doctrines that systemize and emphasize the belahyattern and thinking pattern of
the Japanese. In other words, they are accounist dlapan’s culture, society and
national characters. In the past decade, workstahai matter are quite many and
there have emerged many studies with profound rsightful observations compared
with those 20 years ago.

As far as the theory of Japanese culture is coederdian Zhongdoa wrote the
book named.eap and Ponder: Japanese Culture in thd' Zenturyin which the
author disclosed in a deep and broad way the ceoatpll dual character of Japanese
culture by accounting the spirits of various Jaganeultures in the 0century. In
Japanese Cultural Pattern and Social Changang Wei emphasized the leading and
restrictive role of local Japanese culture in agatmg foreign culture, and explored
the melting pattern of local culture of Japanedesisnd foreign cultures from the
aspects of spirit, system, material and the walfefbefore showing to the readers
the change of Japan’s society and history. As éoious theories of Japanese cultures
such as “the culture of variation”, “the cultured$grace” and “the culture of alloy”,
Wang Yong interpreted each and every doctrin€ha Theory of Japanese Culture:
Interpretation and Restructurpublished in Japanese Studie' {§sue, 2007) and
pointed out that the mechanism of Japan’s culticeeation should be “the culture of
reproduction” rather than a culture of imitatiorr mme of independent creation.

In the study of “the theory of Japanese culturedingna scholar tried very hard to
explore “Japanese spirit”. In the last decade,etlveere at least two books named
Japanese Spirihaving been published. In his book Idpanese SpiritQin Qixun
started from analyzing scholar’s success and fiiarstudying Japanese spirit and
explored the formation, development of change chsspirit. He pointed out that the
essential spirit of the Japanese was their indegg@rmoneering spirit, which was the
underlying internal reason that drove them to mdéocWward and was the fundamental
reason of the success of Japan, an island couknother Japanese Spirit features on
the account of such spirit through detailed obgemaupon Japan and the personal
experience of the author. There is a third bookudising about Japanese spirit, i.e. Li
Dongjun’s The Moment when Flowers Fall: Bottom Colors of thgirit of the
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Japanese In this book, the author employed refined andub&d diction, and
discoursed upon ideas such as flower arrangenemgdremony, poetic drama, and
Bushido before her exploring over the appreciatbtibeauty” of the Japanese and
their understanding over life and death from thiéucal perspective.

The study on “the theory of the Japanese” is actppbple are more concerned.
Works about it are the largest quantity as weldl amost of them are based on writers’
close observation on the Japanese and their pémsgparience of Japanese culture.
Shang Huipeng has been engaged in the study ohds@aational character and the
deep structure of behavioral pattern of the Jamanies has published in the last
decade works such a¥o Know the JapaneseChinese and Japanese—a
Comparative Study on Their Social Groups, Behavidratterns and Cultural
PsychologyandCase Study on Cultural Conflicts and Understandiegveen China
and Japan In these books, he made in-depth analyses owrhheacter, behavioral
pattern and cultural psychology of the Japaneseg¥ding's To Learn about the
Japanese: the Self-consciousness of the Japasmaseook that introduces and studies
how the Japanese see themselves. In this boolguther pointed out that Japanese
self-consciousness of Meiji Period is the starttloéir self recognition, which
contained both the dangerous theory of Japanes#iexwe and the precious theory of
introspection. InThe Ambiguous Japaneskei Zhaozhong analyzed the conflict of
personality that lay in the inner heart of the Jeys&@ and that contained extreme
self-conceit and inferiority, extreme modesty andtdélity, extreme elegance and
cruelty, and extreme intelligence and foolishnesg] he also pointed out that such
contradictory personality left the Japanese an gothis impression. The author then
analyzed the causes of such ambiguity from the céspef historical change,
geographical conditions and resources and envirotnie addition, books such as
Sheng Banghe'$he Japanese in PerspectiVde Japanese That Cannot Be Sketched
with One Strokechiefly compiled by Gao Zengjie, Wang Zhigian@sach Japanese
Zhou Xingwang'sWhat Does the Japanese Rely?Oand Cui Xia'sSee Japan
through the Third Eye——the Postwar Japanese NdtiGharacter in the Eye of a
Women Journalisare all works examining and analyzing the natiafaracter of the
Japanese. Seen from the contents, perspectivedegtld of these books, it can be
found that Chinese people’s understanding abownJepgradually deepening.

Chinese people’s view on the Japanese has beergiogaalong with the
long-term, various exchanges with Japan. The acadeincle of China is carefully
summing up the change of the view on the Japanese ¥arious studies on “the
theory of the Japanese”. In Li Zhaozhondggpan beyond Exact Definition——Japan
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in the Eyes of Chinese Cultural Elitethe interpretations of Japan given by 16
Chinese cultural elites such as Lu Xun, Guo Morugu Dafu and so on, who had
personal experience in Japan; these masters’ uaddisg reflect Chinese people’s
view on the Japanese to some extent. Similar bowksde My Impressions of Japan
which is compiled by Jia Zhifang and has collectwdtings about Japanese
impressions given by Lu Xun, Guo Moruo, Ba Jin, g-éfikai and so on, andu
Xun’s Impression of Japanompiled by Fan PingZhou Zuoren’s Comments on
Japan published by Shaanxi Normal University Prede 7 Volume of the
Collection of Zhou Zuoren’s Literature—— A GlandeJapanchiefly compiled by
Zhong Shuhe and so on. Moreover, books on Chinese ean Japan include Wang
Xiangrong'sThe View of Ancient Chinese on Japand Sun Xuemei'€hinese View
on Japan at the Transitional Period of Qing Dynaahd Republic of China——with
Zhili Province as the Centem The Collection of Travels in Japan at the Late Beri
of Qing Dynastychiefly compiled by Wang Baoping, some books hdeen
published such aghe Collection of Chinese and Japanese Podime Investigation
on Military Affairs in JapanandThe Investigation on Japanese Politics and Law
4. Obvious progress of the research on Japanese tight and
religions

The research on Japanese thought and religiondbd®s a brilliantly shining
point in the field of Japanese culture researclhha past decade which is in the
meanwhile theoretically demanding and calls foheatspecial knowledge and great
skills in discoursing. Particularly in the field tfe history of Japanese thought, many
profound works came into being. East Asia and Integration——An Interpretation
on the Unification of Confucianism, Buddhism, anaoi$m Li Suping and He
Chengxuan studied comprehensively and systematitadl trinity of Confucianism,
Buddhism and Taoism in East Asia from the perspeatf integration. InTradition
and Transcendence: the Spiritual Trace Japaneselléttuals Wu Guanghui
analyzed the ideological features and philosophaeds of typical Japanese thinkers
of modern times.

Japanese society of modern times experienced adpfdoded with various
thoughts. Wang Qing’s book Survey on Japanese Thoughts in Modern Times
covers Confucian teachings, Chinese national @jltDutch learning, the thought of
chonins and farmers, and is a book that is rather in our country and that briefly
summarizes and introduces the history of thoughthadern Japan. In The Research
on New Legalists in Modern Japan, Han Dongyu pdirdet that “getting rid of
Confucianism” went through the entire process @afé modernization in order to
refute the idea that Japan has carried out Confumagitalism. Sorailism created by
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Ogyuu Sorail, an thinker in the middle-and-latetpdrEdo Period and his disciples
led to the birth of New Legalists in Modern Japaxd aesulted in the campaign of
“giving up Confucian thoughts and following legaleas” in the thinking circle of
Edo Period, which directly and indirectly stimuldtehe occurring of Meiji
Restoration and became the theoretical herald apddese leaving behind Asian
neighbors and keeping company with European casitri

The research on Japanese Confucianism has alwagsheefield where Chinese
scholars have put much emphasis on. Wang Qifbs Research on A Modern
Japanese Confucianist——Ogyuu Soisithe first book written by domestic scholars
that systematically studies Ogyuu Sorail, an exélgmmportant scholar in the
academic history of modern Japan. For quite a ltamg, Confucian research in
Japanese academic circle has been carried out carthat in Edo Period, and
domestic scholars thought that there was no painstudying Confucianism in
modern Japan. Liu Yueging disagreed to the ideatiorad above and wrote and
compiled successively three works about the stddyomfucianism in modern Japan,
namely The Research on Confucianism in Modern Jap@anfucianism in Meiji
Period and Modern Japaand Modern and Contemporary Thoughts in China and
Japan and Confucian Teachindsu pointed out that modern Confucianism in Japan
is an independent stage and form in Japanese yhistdConfucianism, and it is the
inheritance and development of the traditional @oi#@nism in a new historical
period. After Wang Jiahua’s study on Japanese @ariism in the last decade which
had caused great reaction in Japan, Liu Yuebirgesarch mentioned above received
once again concern and credit in the Japanese ra@ad&cle. Moreover, inThe
Discrimination of Theology as the Base and Confuisia for Application: Cultural
Destiny of Confucianism in Japanese HisfoWang Jian put forward the idea of
theology as the base and Confucianism for apptinat—the Japanese psychological
structure, and expounded the destiny and valueoafu@€ianism in Japan.

Shintoism is a mysterious and strange area for &irscholars, about which
there was little study. In recent years, scholangeelmade pioneering achievements in
this field through their hard work. Se Yinlapanese Shintoism and Cultymeblished
in 1999 was a brief and general introduction tot@#m. In A Religion with No
Scriptures: Japanese Shintoigmblished in 2005, Liu Lishan made comprehensive
investigation on Shintoism which covered the emeegeand evolution of Shitoism,
its sects, Shitoists’ political practice in modearciety, and the feature of Shintoism.
As an introductory book, it is quite readable. Wadndin, who had been working very
hard in the field of Japanese culture researclgude a long time, devoted himself to
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the study of Shintoism in recent years. His b&wknitive Belief of the Japanese
interpretation and exploration on the early Shitgisnd on such basis, he published
the book named aghe Study on Japanese Shintgismwhich he began his narration
from the primitive Shintoism, and then discusse@uabthe impacts of Chinese
Taoism on Japanese Shintoism, the establishmel#painese Royalty, the opposition
and combination of Shintoism and Confucianism awdeign Buddhism, the
formation, role, disintegration of national Shistmi in Japan and Shintoism in the
postwar period. The complete content and insighdiidlysis make this book the
greatest study of Shintoism ever made by Chinekelas so far. IrShintoism and
Japanese Culturea collection of research papers compiled by V\Bagping, there is
in-depth study on the culture of Shintoism conddidtem different angles.

As for the research on Buddhism in recent yearns, ihok ofJapanese Zen
written by Liang Xiaohong introduces the origin,vdlpment and maturation of
Japanese Zen. In this book, the author holds thp&nkse Zen was originated in
China, and it formed and developed along with tlesec exchange between Zen
masters in both countries. In spite of its Chin@sgin and each sect’s rough keeping
of the characteristics of Chinese Zen, it is thegmwth of Chinese Zen and has its
own features no matter in ideological systems othi@ way of practice. In He
Jinsong’sModern Buddhism in East Asia with Japanese Milgiars Aggressive War
as Its Clue we can find out detailed analyses and judgmentherrole of Japanese
Buddhism in the war of aggression.

Researches on Christianity are small in quantity,Lib Xiaobai's Belief « Interest
* Power —— Christians’ Preaching in Japan and Theedaction of Eastern and
Western Civilizationand Qi Yinping’'sThe Research on the Early History of Society
of Jesus in Japaare both works with detailed materials and in@sanalysis, which
are also the representative works in this field.
5. The Research on Japanese popular culture risireg the focus

As time passed, Japanese popular culture has wrdergst changes in the
blending of traditional customs and modern civiiiga. Along with the frequent and
deepening exchange between China and Japan, domsdipblars have been
continuously expanding their research on Japangselgr culture and a large number
of great works thus came out. Among them is Caogdds The Popular Culture of
Modern Japanin which the author took as his clue the fooattahg, shelter and
transportation of average people in contemporapadaand expounded the life in
modern Japanese society and the process of cutraraition through describing
Japanese clothing, residence, diet, transportataip and TV, publication, education,
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newspapers, ads and magazines. Wang Ruilin and Was&hatting about Japan: a
New Perspective of Japanese Cultuseanother book which introduces popular
culture through examining historical cultural exepa between China and Japan. In
An Overview of Japan’s CustonGao Guanzhong introduced the historical changes,
geography, economy, culture, scenic spots, histbsites, local legends, anecdotes of
celebrities, local conditions and customs of 47 iadstrative areas and over 70 cities
in Japan, and he also provided readers with spetiapters about the overall
conditions of Japan, its brief history, climateansportation, urban scenery and
traditional art of architecture. It is a book faflknowledge and interest.

The traditional Japanese art is elegant and delisafft and meaningful, and is a
cultural form that typically reflects oriental sensf aesthetics in the world history of
art. The research on the traditional Japanese aviedhmuch further in the past
decade. There are ten volumes in the collectiomloé Traditional Japanese Art
chiefly compiled by Li Shumin, in which there wexecounts about narrative painting,
Yamato-e, Buddhist painting, armor, Japanese swoood architecture, and ancient
ceramics and so on. It is also the first serieflugdtrated works which introduced and
evaluated traditional Japanese art on a grand amgrehensive scale. Trhe Account
about Japanese Art till the 9Century Teng Jun combined the research of history,
art and folklore and the actual experience, revktdaus typically traditional Japanese
art forms such as sculpture, gagaku (Japanese puisic), Yamato-e (traditional
Japanese painting), masquerade tragedy and cowyedly and gardens, cahdo (tea
ceremony), ikabana (flower arrangement), ukiyoapéhese woodblock prints), and
kabuki (Japanese dance-drama), etc.

What's more, there appeared some special resea@hdbe research of kabuki,
Li Ying wrote the book ofThe Art of Japanese Kabukn which he reviewed the
historical origin of artistic exchange between @Ghamd Japan, explored the evolution
of Japanese kabuki and analyzed its artistic featunThe Comparison of Beijing
Opera and Japanese Kabukzhu Xiangchai introduced the similarities and
differences in the performance of these two amnfrOn the study of Japanese tea
ceremony, its development was introduced in JirsHdie Shared Flavor of Tea and
Zen: the Culture of Japanese Tea Ceremamd Zhao Fangren’Anecdotes about
Japanese Tea Ceremor@n the study of the art of flower arrangement,@wnfang
and Hu Lingyuan’s The Art of Flower Arrangementya@dume of the series books of
Lecture Room of Japanese Culture chiefly compiledilang Huayong examined and
described the attitude of the Japanese peopletbeldrds flower arrangement and
revealed their longings, pursuits and thoughtsezubty. On the research of painting
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like Yamato-e, there are Pan Li'Yamato-e Li Peiling’'s Yamato-e from
Japan - Cultural Character of Japanese Desjgviei Zhongzhi'sElaborate Works of
Japanese Yamatoand so on. As for sports like sumo wrestling, Chiemgbing, Jin
Shuying and Liu Ying wrotdapanese Sumo Wrestling and Sumo Wresilenshich
the authors described the history and currenttsstuaf sumo wrestling.

Japan has always been in the lead as far as tleagm of modern technology
is concerned. The emergence and popularity of dasbomic and animation are an
epitome of application of modern technology in tidd of popular culture. In
Japanese Comic and AnimatjoBai Shaohuang introduced the features of Japanese
comic and animation, comic publishing industry apdn, the status of comic and
animation industry in the national economy of Japaninfluence on China, Europe
and the U.S., and the rising of China’s comic amidhation industry.

Moreover, inComparative Study on Chinese and Japanese Dietaiitures Jia
Huixuan examined China and Japan’s farming culfutiesetic ideas and customs and
the origin of food cultures from the following asp® namely archeology, history,
folklore, cultural anthropology and so on. The ba®k good reference for the public
to learn about Chinese and Japanese food cultudegalao provides scholars a unique
point of view to study Japanese culture.

6. New harvest in the comparative study of culturesn China and
Japan

China and Japan are geographically close and allitiwonnected, but the paths
of development and social system these two cogntrdee taken are quite different.
Along with the deepening of the study in Japanediie, it has drawn the attention
of domestic scholars to carry out comparative nesean the cultures of China and
Japan so as to make clear the similarities andrdifices between these two cultures,
summarize each nation’s experience and lessonspamnder over the value of the
traditional cultures of both countries. Moreovene tcomparative study has also
become the new field of researchers. Although itather difficult to conduct a
cross-cultural and transnational comparison, secholaorked very hard and
accomplished a great deal. Shang Huiper@fsnese and Japanese: Comparative
Study on Social Groups, Behavioral Patterns andt@al Psychologymentioned
above is a typical works of comparative researclhemational character of Chinese
and Japanese people.

The comparative study on Chinese and Japanesaeasuigimainly centered on

two nations’ social transition in modern times.the late stage of feudalistic society,
China and Japan have adopted quite different d&suowards the impact of western
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culture, which produced remarkable impact on theeligment of their respective
history. As far as the impact of western cultureascerned, both Zhao Deyulhe
Progressively Eastward Spreading of Western Leg@ind Reactions of China and
Japan—— Comparative Study over Western Learnir@hina and in Japarand Yu
Guifen’s The Progressively Eastward Spreading of Westernrieg: Comparative
Study on China and Japan’s Assimilation of Westeufture are great works. The
former focused on the historic reflection and tladtek positive research. In
Comparative Research on the History of Western hiagrin China, Japan and
Koreg Li Hu expanded his review to the three nationg&ast Asia and tried to find
out the caused that resulted in their differenhgitBons into modern countries. In
Comparative Study on Western Learning in China andJapan before the
Sino-Japanese War of 1894i Shaojun pointed out that the huge differenne i
spreading and taking-in western learning was a magase that led to two nations’
distancing in their process of modernization. Chéingyan wrote the book
Comparative Research on Chinese and Japaneseeictigdl in the 19 Century He
conducted comprehensive comparison over the foomatif intellectuals in two
countries, their reactions to the impact of forepgnvers and western culture, and he
discussed the difference of “worshipping civilitghd “admiring force”, and the
difference of “having Chinese learning as the basel western learning for
application” and “possessing Japanese soul andenragtwestern techniques ”. In
this book, the author maintained that given thdeddht domestic and foreign
environments and the different cultural backgroyntes intellectuals of China and
Japan would play different roles and have diffeedings in modern society.

Family Culture and Traditional Culture—— Comparati$tudy on China and
Japan andComparative Study of Family Systems in China amhdare two books
written by Li Zhuo which are devoted to the compaearesearch on the family
systems in China and Japan. In these books, thmracarried out his analyses by
deploying macro theoretical analysis and posititedy the differences between
Chinese and Japanese family systems, and pointethaua Chinese family is a
group bonded by blood, while a family of Japan nsaperating organization with
domestic possessions as its center. Consanguinidy saciality of Chinese and
Japanese families consisted of the origin of eddfgrence between families in these
two countries. They resulted in the closeness ©hmese family and the openness of
a Japanese family, which further influenced thead@nd economic development of
both countries and led to the formation of différeational characters.

In addition, there are many other comparative stddn China and Japan
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conducted from different perspectives. As far aswhiter has seen, there are books
including Cai Yanwei'SComparative Study on Urban Structures of China aapoian
Jia Huixuan'sComparative Study on Chinese and Japanese Di&teiditire, Tie Jun,
Zhou Jie and Jiang XinxingShe Research on Native Culture in China and Japan
Liu Tingfeng’'s The Comparison on Chinese and Japanese Classice@Gar€ao
Lindi's The Comparison on Classic Garden Culture of Chimal aapan Chen
Qinjian’s Folk Customs: Blending and Conflicts of Chineseadmse CulturesLiu
Xiaofeng’s The Time of East Asia—— Comparative Study on CatahdCultures
Jiang Wengqing'€astern Classic Beauty—— the Comparison on Traditi€hinese
and Japanese Sense of Aesthetlcao Wei's Chinese and Japanese Cultures of
Habitation, Lin Huizi's Chinese Womerr Japanese WomenXu Yuanyong's
Comparative Study on Chinese and Japanese Musitur€sll Wang Lirong’s
Comparative Study on Contemporary Moral EducatiaonGhina and JapanLiu
Dalin’s Floating Life and Fancy Dreams: Comparison on Cemand Japanese Sex
Cultures etc. From the names of these books, we can findhat comparative study
on Chinese and Japanese cultures has proceededmwdmazing scope as well as
with certain depth.
7. Pioneering progress in the research on Japaneseciety

The new works coming out in the past decade ledeyasight on Japanese
society to its various social relations, socialug® and social life. The emergence of
new research perspectives, targets and methodsofigetbthat Chinese scholars had
made pioneering progress in their research on &spasociety.

Li Zhao has long been engaged in the researcheofathily system in Japan and
he has published successivdiamily System and Japan’s Modernizatioand
Comparative Study on Family Systems in China apaéidan which the author made
detailed discussions on Japanese systems as odgeariamily, and inheritance from
the social-historical point of view. For example, the book ofThe Research on
Japan’s Family Dictum Li took the family dictum of Japanese families las
research target, and carried out his expositiodapan’s family system, ethics and
family dictums by chapters in accordance with tideo of family dictum of the
samurai, the businessmen and moral code of womka. family constitution in
modern Japanese enterprises and the corporateot@datemporary companies are
actually the extension or outgrowth of pre-modeamify dictum, and they are the
characteristic of the history of the developmentashily dictum, which is naturally
the major part of this book. In this book, the authas chosen and collected typical
samples of family dicta of the samurai, businessnagm moral code of women,
correspondences and corporate dicta and then dtadsthem into Chinese, which
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facilitates further research in terms of materidlgl now, these researches have
formed a system, which can provide reference fonekiic research circles and help
the public learn about the Japanese and theirtgog&esearches on the inheritance
system in Japan also include Guan Weniiad's Adoption System in Japanese History
and Its Cultural Featurepublished irHistorical Researci{2" issue, 2003) and Hou
Qingxuan and Wang Weiwei'3apan’'s Family Ethics and Modernization which
the author discoursed mainly upon the role of fgrathics in Japan’s modernization,
particularly in the operation of enterprises.

Pioneering progress was also made in the researdaman’s society from the
perspective of gender. lapanese Women’s Groups under Wartime SystenPeng
examined from the angle of gender the appeararm&lapment, declination and
disappearance of women’s groups, their activities @les; the author revitalized the
overall image of Japanese women’s groups during whetime and conducted
profound thought and objective comment on theingsiduring the wartime. Similar
works include Li Jianjun’sWomen of the Military Nation: Japanese Women and
Great East Asia Wara book about Japanese women and the Weae.Research on
Women’s Education in Modern Japas a book about the history of women’s
education development in Japan. Wang Huirong, thieoa, divided it into different
stages according to features revealing in differemes and she systematically
introduced modern Japanese women’s achievememigmoting education among
women through examining typical female educatomdifierent periods.

As far as the research on different social classdapan, scholars have achieved
many accomplishments by carrying out their resefnam revealing the underlying
causes of Japan’s modernization. Liu Jincai’'s Rebeaon Chonin’s Moral
Thought—— A New Theory on Underlying Causes ofnJapgdodernizationis the
only book in our country that takes Japanese clsoamits research target. In this
book, the author carefully examined the formatidrclwonin class in modern Japan
and the role of their ethics in Japan’s moderniratiThe author held that chonin’s
morals were the original driving force that promptédapan’s change from a
feudalistic society to a modern capitalistic onectsan idea provided us with a new
perspective to examine the causes of Japan’s madeam. The Class of Samurai
and Japan’s Modernizatioms a book not limited to the traditional researmh
samurai’s morals. In this book, the author carmed his research on the relations
between the class of samurai and Japan’s modeonZabm the following aspects as
of the internal organization, social status of slaenurai class and formation of their
morals, the class of samurai and Meiji Reformatemmg families of scholar-officials
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and the take-off of Japan’s modernization, and thrmught the research on the
samurai class by a big step forward. Lou Guishupddished a great many papers on
the samurai and their traditional code of morald amook name@he Culture on the
Blade: Samurais and Bushido

Social thoughts and public consciousness in Japare fattracted scholars’
attention as well. InThe Contemporary Japanese Society and Social Thougdints
Tingxu combined the static character of the Japapesple and the tradition of their
social thoughts and the dynamic change of conteanp@ocial thoughts in Japan by
using methods of history, sociology and politiasg attempted to explore the trend of
social changes in modern Japan and the relatiomgebr political development and
social thoughts. IIdapan’s Social Thoughts and National EmotioBs0 Zengjie, the
chief-editor, expounded the interaction betweenttmight of nationalism and the
thought of pacifism in the postwar society of Japad analyzed the social bases of
such changes and its impacts on Japan’s domediicgand its foreign policies by
employing structural analysis of sociology and mamperation used in the history of
thought. Similar works including Xu Jingbo and Hundgyuan’s Major Social
Thoughts in Postwar Japan and the Sino-JapanesatiBeshipand Zhao Jinghua’s
Japan’'s Post-modernism and Intellectual Left-winglescribe Japan’s social
transformation and social thoughts since 1970s.

8. Growing concern on the research of social prolhes

Along with the economic development in China, tbs&ue of people’s livelihood
is attracting growing concern from both the goveenimand the people. Japan, our
neighbor to the east, endowed with well-developeshemy and having a cultural
background similar to that of China, has done &ebgbb in the respects of social
welfare and social insurance, so the research dalgeality of Japan rises as the new
hot issue nowadays.

The research on social security system in Japbadasming the new focal point.
In Social Security System in Japahv Xuejing analyzed and commented
comprehensively on the history of the establishmamid development of social
security in Japan, and Japanese systems of anmetical insurance, employment
insurance, worker’s compensation insurance, minimsubsistence security and
social welfare. In the book dthe Development of Japanese Social Security System
Shen Jie divided her introduction in terms of iratidn period, period of formation
and establishment, developing period and perio@dpfistment and restructure. In
Song Jinwen’s bookThe Rural Social Security in Japawe can find detailed
description of the transformation of family supptartsocial support of the seniors in
the country of Japan and effective measures thergowent has taken in maintaining
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rural social security.

To be honest, the research on the issue of Japagial security within China is
still in its initial period in that there are fewolaminous works and most of research
results are presented in research papers. For éxaimphe aspect of pension system,
there are Bian Wei'®ayment Crisis of Public Annuity and Reform of Bmchent
Insurance System in Japaublished in Japanese Studies(iSue, 2003) and Wang
Wei's Review on Japan’s Reform on Public Pensiost&y published in Japanese
Studies(4' issue, 2007); in the research about medical dttgridsurance, there are
Li Guangyong’'s An Analysis on Reasons of the Esthbtent of Japan’s Social
Attending Insurance System publisheddnntemporary Economy of Jap4@™ issue,
2003) and Lin Xianpeng’s Japan’s Medical InsuraBigstem for the Aged: Status quo,
Plight and Countermeasures published in Japanesbest(% issue, 2005); in the
respect of Business Annuity, there are Mao Huihang Dai Weizhou’'s Japan’s
Business Annuity System and its Indications to @hpablished in Japanese Studies
(4™ issue, 2004) and Zhu Mengnan and Yu Haiyan’s Theic@ of Development
Mode of Business Annuity System: Japan’s Experiergk Enlightenment published
in Japan Problem Studies{&sue, 2007) and so on.

In recent years, the issue of aging and decreasimgproduction has drawn
increasing public concern. There are many a papewhich the authors described the
features and the present situation of Japan’s agmagety, analyzed its causes and
listed its impacts on Japan’s economy and socMtyeover, they introduced the
measures the Japanese government has adoptedlimgde#h the aging society.
Such papers include Chen Hongbilgiing and Low Birth Rate——A Difficult
Problem Japan Cannot Solymiblished in Japanese Studie¥ {8sue, 2003), Song
Jinwen’s A Theory on Modern Japanese Family and Supportihghe Aging
published in Sociological Studies'(&sue, 2001), Wang WeiEhe Trend of Japan’s
Population Structure and Its Impact on Socigtblished in Japanese Studie& (4
issue, 2003), Che Weihan'dapan’s Aging Society: Status quo, Impact, and
Countermeasures publishéd Japan Problem Studies”(42004), Chen Ming'sThe
Status quo of Japan’s Aging Industry and Its Rel&eliciespublished in Population
Journal (&' issue, 2002) and so on. In the papefloé Comparison of Aging in China
and Japanpublished in Population & Economics"{dssue, 2003), Wang Guixin
attempted to explore Japan’s experience and lessalesaling with the aging problem
and its indications to China.

In the past decade, there were some research papearsitted to the once cold
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issue of population. In the paperd#panese Society’s Population Growth Control in
the Period of Modern Transformatiopublished in Journal of Northeast Normal
University (3° issue, 2007), Li Xiabai explored through a semésstatistics and
analyses Japan’s control on population growthte Eedo Period and its deep reasons.
The issue of population in modern Japan was discussthe following papers, i.e. Li
Tongping’s The Impact of Population Growth on Economy: Japaggperience
published in Population Research™(&sue, 2002), Wang Guixin'€hange and
Growth of Populations in China and Japgublished in Population and Family
Planning (&' issue, 2002), Gu Yangmeikhe Research on Sustainable Development
of Japan’s Population, Resources and Environmmriilished in Population Journal
(6™ issue, 2005), Hao Bingjian and Chen Xinahte Population Factor of Japan's
Modernizationpublished in Journal of Historical Sciencé%(®sue, 2003) and Wang
Wei's The Trend of Japan’s Population Structure and mgpéct on Societpublished

in Japanese Studies{#sue, 2003).

9. Two features of Chinese Translation of Japaneseorks

A vital part of the research of Japanese cultucesatiety lies in the translation
and introduction of research accomplishments mad&pan. In the past few years,
Chinese translation of Japanese works reveals tajorrfeatures:

Firstly, the selection of works to be translatedhisre concerned about academy
and masterpieces of scholars with academic inflerere much more susceptible to
be chosenWhy did Japan Succeeded®itten by Michio Morishima in 1980sa
professor of London Institute of Politics and Ecaryp once stirred a major reaction
among Chinese readers. In 1999, Morishima Michioteviupon such basis another
book, Why Will Japan Fall?,which was translated by Tianjin Compilation and
Translation Center and was published by China Fiaar& Economic Publishing
House in 2000. In this book, the author analyzesl Japanese society in terms of
population, spirit, finance, industry, educatiott, @nd predicted that Japan would fall
in 50 years. He proposed that the only remedy dpad should lie in the connection
of the fate of Japanese people with that of pewptbe entire Asia, and only in such
common prosperity and development could Japanzeedts long-term growth.
Minami Hiroshiis one of the key post-WW!II scholars who introduc®&eherican
socio-psychology into Japan. His work&ie Theory of the Japanese: from Meiji
Restoration to the Modern Timésnslated by Qiu Shuwen was accredited as “the
masterpiece in exploring the people of Japan ovegrdury”. The time span of the
book ranged from Meiji period, through the peri@figaisho, Hirohito to the modern
times, and it is safe to say that it was a histirgelf-consciousness of the Japanese
people and a book specially committed to objectteenment on “the Japanese
reviewing Japan”. Koizumi Yakumo’s boalapan——the Country of Goaslas his
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masterpiece in which he made an overall invesbgatin the evolution of the belief
of God and the religious beliefs among the folketighout the Japanese history, and
traced back to the very origin of the formatiorttué Japanese character. Such writing
was the earliest attempt of the westerners’ inetgion on the fundamental drive of
the exotic civilization of Japan. There were a gomahy translated works like these
with similar strong influence, such &ke Research on the Spread of Chinese Classics
in Japanin Edo Period written by Ooba Osamu and translatedi Yinping and
others,The Variation of State Power and Civil Power——$ypaii Structure of the
Japanese in Meiji Periodvritten by Matsumoto Sannosukeand translated by Li
Dongjun,Japanese Legends and Hearitten by Kawai Hayao and translated by Fan
Zuoshen;The Theory of Japanese Society——Sociology of thly=and the Society
written by Torigoe Hiroyukiand translated by Wang Jie, Social Stratificatidn o
Modern Japan written by Takazaka kenji and traedldty Zhang Xian and others,
and the Bushido classics Hagakiitee Book of Hakaktranslated by Li Dongjun, etc.

Secondly, translated works are often published has ftuit of planned and
organized teamwork and are often in the form ofeseof books. The Commercial
Press translated and published in the past decadgng from 2004 over 150
academic works about Japan, among which there amrmarketNative Customs
written by Watsuji TetsuroThe Psychological Structure of the Japanesdten by
Doi Takeoand The Research on Bureaucratic System of Japae Collections of
Translated Classics of Japanese Socioldgnslated under the organization of
Beijing Research Center on Japanese Study considtedn volumes, including
Tominaga Ken'ichi's Modernization and Social Change of Japakumazawa
Makoto’s Reform and Development of Japanese Business Maeagehrirota
Yasuo'siImmigrants and the CityFujii Masaru’sHistorical Sociology of the Family
and the ClanYoshino Kosaku'sociology of Cultural Nationalism——Orientation of
the Self-defining Consciousness in Modern Jafala Yumiko’'s A Device of Sex
Domination SakuTa Keiichi'sSociology of ValueUeno Chizuko’sFormation and
Ending of Modern Families Masamura  Toshiyuki's Secret and
Disgrace——Exchange Structure of Japanese Soeaiety Tachibanaki Toshiakihe
Disparity of Wealth in Japan: Analyzed from the $pactive of the Income and Assets
These books were all the latest sociological waukdslished after 1990 and had won
great appraisal within the academic circle of Japéot only are they of help for our
research on Japanese society, but they have importdue of reference to our
research on the society of China.
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Apart from the works of Japanese scholars who ewjothe advantage of
geography and materials, the huge number of treaslaorks about Japan included
also the introductory research concerning Japarerbgdscholars of other countries.
For instance,The Religion of Tokugawa: the Origin of Modern Jagpse Culture
written by Bella of the U.S. and translated by Wafigoshan and Dai Rong is a
works with profound research on the social striecand economic ethics of Japan. In
this book, the author pointed out that a seriesogfal changes in Edo Period such as
the establishment of the national market, the agrebnt of cities, the
impoverishment of the samurai caste, and the imgmant of businessmen’s social
status had directly led to Meiji Reformation in 83&nd the rising of new Japan, and
in this sense, Edo Period could be regarded asotlyggn of modern Japanese
civilization. Japanese Sense of Dwindlitignslated by Zhang Naili is a writing of Li
Yuning, a South Korean scholar. By observing fromurdque perspective and
analyzing in a special way, the writer saw throumggny social phenomena in Japan
and reached the conclusion that the Japanese aceajalwindling and can prevail
through their smallness. Australian scholar RosseiddJnderstanding the Japanese
andSugimoto Yoshio'sThe Formula of the Theory of the Japanase also parts of
Collection of Translated Works on Japanese Culamd were published by East
China Normal University Press in 2007.

Concluding remarks

To sum up, Chinese scholars have been advancimy kstestep in their
exploration of Japanese culture and accomplishetankable achievements which
deserved our credit. However, there are aspectialvehort of. Given the adjacent
geographical location and similar cultural backgmwf China and Japan, people in
China are getting more concerned about the Japaodisee and society, which was
fueled by the alternation of the historical roléghe teacher and the student and the
bitter experience of Japanese invasion in Chingjcpéarly a string of frictions in
Sino-Japanese relationship in recent years. Aloitly evdinary Chinese people being
more informed and the booming of IT, their desordetarn about Japanese culture and
society is strengthened as well, an issue thateafully supported by the following
fact. According to incomplete statistics, Nitobazn’sBushidohas been reprinted for
9 times up to 2006 since it was first translatedzhgng Junyan and published by the
Commercial Press in 1993. Moreover, there have la¢daast 5 different editions
since 2003. BenedictChrysanthemum and the Swonhs first translated by Lv
Wanhe and others and was published by the Commé&haas in 1990; it has been
reprinted for 16 times with 6 new editions till @acber 2007. The happening of such
a phenomenon reveals the need of the public onhamel, and the absence of
“classics” with so strong authority and influenaetbe other hand. From now on, it is
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essential for us to combine each and every reseiéscivisdom and ability and
promote cooperation among colleges and institutés eareful and overall planning
so as to further improve our research on the ceitund society of Japan.

(Translated bydd Yu)
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Studies of Japanese Literature in China (1997-2007)

Wang Xiaoping

Among all the researches on Japan, the study ofnkge culture and
literature has yielded substantial results in ChiAathe early stage of reform
and opening up, Chinese researchers creativelysiated and introduced a
great number of Japanese arts, including moviekth&lse actually became the
first light that Chinese saw when they opened thedaw of the world and
promoted ideological liberation movement in Chiddong with the deepening
of reform and opening up, Japan gradually toppee wish lists of many
Chinese students studying abroad. A large numbesctiolars, who learned
Japanese language, literature and arts, personaiiyessed the complete
picture of Japan and contacted with Japanese eulflihen, a true Japan is
communicated to Chinese people by them. In anotwd, it is through the
study of literature and arts that a bridge of mutuaderstanding between
Chinese and Japanese is erected to withstand widdvaves.

Study of Japanese literature in China has scorgdreus development since
the reform and opening up. Many masterpieces of eanodliterature and
classical literature were translated and publishashong which many fine
works made great and widespread impact on readdemanwhile, Chinese
scholars’ study has gained considerable progressesihey gradually shifted
from pure appreciation, criticism or translation &ipanese works to having
their own set of research methods and theories.n®ans of open-minded
learning, understanding and imitation of Japanésedture, then the integration
with the Chinese academic tradition, Chinese salsoéstablished close contact
with Japanese academic circle. They found an apmtgpway of expression
suitable to today’s cultural environment, which argded the influence of
Japanese literature on a big country with 1300iomll At the same time, the
outstanding elements in Japanese literature wersorabd to help create
modern culture in China.

After nearly 20 years’ sediments and accumulatistydy of Japanese

literature in China continued to develop in 1997020 Professors in
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universities and colleges and scholars from varimsgarch institutes launched
a great number of research achievements, whichXeeeded that of any decade
in history in both quantity and quality.

Compared with the research on other foreign litematin China, the
characteristics of Japanese literature study aceeasingly prominent. Thanks
to adjacent location and close cultural origin, thenslation circle in China can
respond rapidly to Japanese literature. Based dah biales’ strong willingness
to exchange and diverse channels of communicatilbe,Japanese literature
researchers in China have more opportunities toncomcate immediately with
Japanese culture. According to incomplete stasstic the past 20 years there
have been over 60 Chinese researchers in IntemadtiBResearch Center for
Japanese Studies, among which culture and litezatasearchers occupied a
large proportion, especially in the early stage. dddition, due to various
reasons such as historically cultural ties, incmegly close economic links,
related political issues and tourism hot in recgaars, Chinese readers show
increasing interest in Japanese issues and culfimeugh literature of Europe
and America still holds the first place in Chinessaders’ appreciation of
foreign literature, Japanese literature has grdguaken the fancy of public.
As more and more Japanese works were translatedirarabuced to China,
studies of Japanese literature began to possesdicafeundation among the
masses.

On the basis of brief analysis on the main reseamsults of Japanese
literature in 1997-2007, the author will put formlasome points of view on how
to promote the research to a more profound anddoleeel.

1. The milestone of “made in China” emerged in tlesearch of Japanese
literature history

History of Japanese literature has always beerkélyeo the study of Chinese
researchers. In recent years, thanks to frequeternational communication,
Chinese researchers got access to more originaksvand in-depth exchange
with foreign researchers. The 1997-2007 decadeesgad the publication of
general history of Japanese literature, dynaststolhy and some main research
achievements on the development of major literasymf, among which the

research of Ye Weiqu and Tang Yuemei from InstitofeJapanese Studies
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CASS is the most fruitfulHistory of Japanese Literature Thoughsitten by
Ye Weiqu, History of Japanese Literature, A Brief History dhpanese
Literature and 20th Century History of Japanese Literaturg Ye Weiqu and
Tang Yuemei were all published in this period.

History of Japanese Literaturby Ye Weiqu and Tang Yuemeiwith 2.1
million words in four volumes, is another great estement in the study of
Japanese literature history in China since Xie Liyote History of Japanese
Literature in the 30s of last century. The new versionHi$tory of Japanese
Literature, which is regarded as “the new milestone in thedgtof Japanese
literature history” (Lin Lin) by the academic cig;l represents “the great
accomplishment and summary of the general histomtirvg of Japanese
literature”. It “not only sets a landmark for thesrgeral history writing of
Japanese literature, but also provides a solid dation for the future
researchers” (Wang Zhongchen). “Three-dimensiomal entersected research
system” (multi-directional and multi-level researaofechanism) is adopted to
illustrate overall and systematically the wholetbrscal course of Japanese
literature. Macroscopically speaking, authors gralke relationship between
Japanese literature and philosophical aesthetics explore the formation of
Japan’s Aesthetic System. Microscopically speakitngy analyze the literary
creation and theoretical construction of those egpntative writers and literary
theorists. Meanwhile, the book discusses in ddgtel communication between
Japanese and foreign literature (Chinese literaitackided), then puts forward
the development model of the Japanese literaturdéjchw is “conflict,
coexistence, integration'History of Japanese Literature Thoughts another
achievement of “three-dimensional and intersectesearch system”. In this
book, Japanese literature is put in the social enltural development process
of the whole society. Writers, works, theories amdicism are collected to be
systematically analyzed and compared with eachrotBg means of a large
number of empirical studies, the author shows tbkision, convergence, and
integration process in which Japanese native liteeathoughts communicate
with foreign ones. With the distinctive researchrgpective of thoughts, which
is quite different from usual formation mode ofeliary history, the book is

regarded as an innovation in the study of Japahesature.
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Chinese Subjects in the History of Japanese Litemtwritten by Wang
Xiangyuan is the first Japanese general historjnWhinese theme at home and
abroad. The vertical historical evolution and hontal comments on the
writers and their works are combined in the boolexplore systematically the
Japanese literary works with Chinese people asdzeri reflects the evolution
and change of Japanese people’s views on ChinanWMaé&e, through analysis
of the status of Chinese subjects in Japanesealuss, the book reveals the
huge and continuing impact of Chinese culture opada&se literature. Its main
content is also included in the author’s anotherkwacmamedSource of the
Flowing Water-Japan’s Contemporary Historical Noweld China’s Historical
Culture.

Guided by historical materialism, Luo Xingdian wedlistory of Japanese Poetry
to illustrate the development process of Japanese poetry (modern free verse)
which appeared after Meiji Reformation. It is redgd as not only a pocket-sized
encyclopedia on Japanese new poetry but also dleetren of the history of thought
in Japanese culture. Luo xingdiankapanese Poetry and Arts of Translation,
published in 2003, is divided into three chaptersluding “Japanese Poetry”, “Arts
of Translation” and “Extra Topics”. The first twdapters illustrate systematically
Japanese poetry and arts of translation, whildaiktechapter collects the author’'s own
poems and essays. Big progress has also been maémbestudy of Japanese poetry by
Zheng mingin, who narrates the development prooégdapanese national poetry in
his worksHistory of Japanese National Poetnynost of whose space is given to the
evolution of ballad and haiku from early moderndsrto modern timegdistory of
Japanese Haikis focused on each historical period of haiku ttgw@ent: the origin,
the cradle of period, the golden age, palmy daysthe revolution of haiku in Showa
Japan, as well as the relationship between haiduCdrina.

In addition,History of Japanese Classical Literatusg Gao wenhartlistory of
Modern Japanese Literatuley Tan jinghua anéfistory of Japanese Post-war

Literatureby Cao zhiming are all the outstanding achievemientise period.

2. Many ice-breaking works on modern and contenmydit@rature were published
For a long time, most research on Japanese literaas been focused on the early
modern times, especially those several writersha geriod, so that some scholars

even expressed their doubts over the limited rebeswbjects. The phenomenon is

98



attributed to many factors, such as political emvinent, one-sided literary concept as
well as researchers’ limited scope of knowledgeweler, a series of new works
published in the decade of 1997-2007accouncedréienary results of all-around
exploration achieved by the Chinese scholars.

The decade of 1997-2007 being at the turn of th@ucg schools of foreign
literature and Japanese major writers in the tweémttentury become understandably
the preferred research topics.

As a great master of modern Japanese literaturesuh@ Soseki is the focus of
various Japanese history of literature, and moshisfworks have already been
translated into Chinese. However, the monograpbsialzed in him and his works
were rare until the publication dapanese Great Modern Writer Sosekitten by He
shaoxian in 1998. Abandoning the general way otingigeography, the author
doesn’t emphasize on Soseki's novels but makesitensive study of his literary
theory and literary ideas from the perspective ofitic. The research method is rare
even in the research circle of Japan. In 200#@, Natsume Sosek’s Novdig Li
Guangzhen starts with the formation of Soseki'tiggualiterature outlooks to analyze
the novels’ ideological intention, characters, aave features and so on.
Interpretation on “I Am A Cat'written by Che Li gives a detailed account of &odse
life experience and his the writing technique andjue artistry expressed ImMAm A
Cat. Achievements have been made in some aspects,asuttte analysis of works,
ethical aspect of “Sokutennkixyosi”, the relatiomstwith Chinese literature and
comparison with Lu Xun, which are the focus of mpapers. As a whole, the papers
on the study on Natsume Soseki are of small nunalper the topics are quite
repetitive, which is not commensurate with hisustah the literary history.

Both Yasunari Kawabata and Kenzaburo Oe being NBbezé winners in literature,
the research on them continues to heat up. Asapang&se writer who has been most
frequently introduced and commented in the pashtyvgears. Yasunari Kawabata
remained a hot topic of Japanese literature reBehming 1997-2007. Every year for
the decade, one or more works about Yasunari Kaaaba his literature were
published. 1999 saw the ID@nniversary of Yasunari Kawabata’s birth and tfiae
Fifth Seminar on Yasunari Kawabata and Commemarafiteeting for 100th
Anniversary of Yasunari Kawabata's Birth was helddhangchun of Jilin province.
In the same yeailhe Eternal Beauty: Research on Yasunari Kawabatapiled by

scholars from China, Japan and America was puldlishewvhich 33 papers of recent
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years were included to give a systematic and @etatcount of Yasunari Kawabata’s
life experience and works. In addition, Beijing N@ University Publishing House
publishedSense Oriental Beauty: On Yasunari Kawabata’s “Si@wntry” in 2007.
The past decade also witnessed many essays onaragiawabata in all kinds of
journals. The focus of discussion is mainly histlaesc sense, the idea of nihility,
death awareness and feminist idea of sexualistyedlsas his attitude toward war,
tradition and modernity.

In his Yasunari Kawabata and Oriental Classi@&hang Shi strives to achieve the
unity of hermeneutics and demonstrations in theaieh method, while as for the
content and expression he tries to meet the redugs of Chinese readers. Dr.
Zhou Yue has always concerned the research on adtamwabata and in succession
published two books oA Critical Biography of Yasunari Kawabata: How Dodg
Write andUnion of Man and Nature - Snow Countaigd several papers. On the basis
of previous accumulation, he continued to publshCultural Study of Yasunari
Kawabata's Literature: Center on Oriental Cultuterom the perspective of intensive
reading of Yasunari Kawabata’'s works, Dr. Zhou Yis/s special attention to the
philosophy consciousness and mental sentiment ssgadan Yasunari Kawabata’s life
experience and works, as well as the various leMelsultural dialogue” centered on
“artistic beauty”. In the end, the author revedlsaapects of Chinese culture which
have been internalized into Yasunari Kawabata'atore consciousness. The book is
truly one of the basic works which reorganize thedern Japanese literary studies,
comparative literary studies and the Sino-Japaoaisaral relations in modern times.

Kenzaburo Oe won the Nobel Prize for Literaturd®94. In the following year, 13
papers specializing in him were published in Chitra.2001, Hebei Education
Publishing House publishe&dptional Collection of Kenzaburo Qeith a total of four
books in three volumes. Four years later, Nanhdilithing Company published
Kenzaburo Oe's Essayaloice from the Fringe: Mo Yan's and Kenzaburo Oe's
Literature written by Zhang wenying focuses on the comparigbthe two famous
writers, both of whom devote themselves into frinigerature in spite of different
nationalities and eras. Through the careful analgsid exploration of main fringe
images, the author tries to decode the writersrdiiure. With a quite sharp and
innovative perspective, the book enjoys high acaderalue. Other books include
Kenzaburo Oe’s Literary Worldhy Wang Xinxin andOn Imagination: Method of

Kenzaburo Oe’s Novelsy Wang Zhuo. In addition, the published paperglaed
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mostly tradition and modernity, impact of westeiterature, Chinese elements,
consciousness of salvation, politics and sex andrasruction.

Haruki Murakami, known as “the 80’s Natsume”, isesasf the most popular pure
literature writers in Japan. In the point of viella Shaohua, who translated Haruki
Murakami’s works into Chinese, his works “merge cassfully western rational
analysis and absurd dream consciousness into sema@s of the Japanese traditional
literature, and depict vividly the awkward positiohsmall potatoes in big cities and
the weightless spiritual world of young intelledgia Most researchers devote
themselves to the translation of Haruki Murakanvisrks. The research works
include Haruki Murakami and His Workby Lin Shaohua ané&ntering Norwegian
Forest: Haruki Murakami’s Worldoy Lei Shiwen and other papers. In spite of few
papers with profound theoretical analysis, theotelhg three have their original
perspectivesWell, Water and Taonism: On Taoist Philosophy ofukaMurakami’s
Literature (Japan Studies2001 No. 4) by Sun ShulirReality Is Passable,Not
Absolute:On the Unrealistic Factors and Realistiopit in Haruki Murakami's
Fictions (Foreign Literature Studie002 No. 1) by Zhao Renwei aR@terogeneous
Features inHaruki Murakami’s Fiction: Interpreting Kafka on ¢hShore (Foreign
Literature Review2005 No. 3) by Wei Dahai.

Tang Yuemei put forward that academic researchldhmot be subject to political
influence and Yukio Mishima deserved objective e®x8, and then she published
Yukio Mishiman 2003. As far as the papers are concerned, nideem focused on
his understanding of death and beauty. In addifonBo’sGreek Classical aesthetics
in Yukio Mishima’s Fictiongournal of Jilin TV & Radio University2007 No. 4)
probes into Yukio Mishima’'s aesthetic consciousndasauty vs. Vice in Yukio
Mishima's the Temple of the Golden Pavil{&oreign Literature Review2007 No.2)
by Guo Yong gives an analysis of Yukio Mishima’'srexe nationalisnOn the Inner
Direction of Yukio Mishima’'s Creatiof@apan Studie2004 No. 1) by Zhang Tao tries
to grasp his overall history of creation.

In addition, Akutagawa, Shirakaba Literatur@esthetic Literature, War Literature
including Anti-war and Aggression literature arscakhe concentration of research
topics. In his‘Pen Troop” and the War of Aggression against ChinaA Study and
Criticism of Japanese Literature during the Aggress against China Wang

Xiangyuan combined theory with history to give amtisive criticism to the “pen
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troop”, who concocted Japanese literature duriegatigression to preach the war and
became the main force of Japanese cultural aggreasd infiltration. In his opinion,
“If we don't study the Japanese Literature durimg Aggression, we cannot recognize
the forming and expanding of Japanese militarism;cannot explore the profound
social root of Japanese aggression from the petrgpexf Japanese consciousness; we
cannot have a thorough understanding of the hisibdapanese invasion. Therefore,
the research’s value and significance is far beybredscope of pure literature”. His
other works such a#é Contrastive Study of Sino-Japan Modern Literatared A
Translation History of Japanese Literature into @ésealso show his keen awareness
and remarkable ability of unifying complex matesial

During this period, a large number of Japan's mottarary works were translated
into Chinese and published. Gathering the well-kmotwanslators in China,
Akutagawa Ryunosuk@ive volumes) edited by Gao Huigin and Wei Dalsian

excellent translation.

3. The study of Japanese classical literature becaature.

Research of Japanese classical literature demaotisomly understanding of
modern Japanese culture but also a solid grounidintpe ancient languages and
Sino-Japan classical culture, which means it wilet longer time for a researcher to
be mature. In a financial-interest-focused eray timbse who are not tempted by fame
or fortune but happy for the loneliness and protbaecumulation are expected to
make achievements in this field. Fortunately, sqprmegress has been made in the
cultivation of doctors of classical literature iekhg University and Tianjin Normal
University. In addition, some masters of arts magrin Japanese also show their
interest in the study of classical literature.

In the 1980s, People's Literature Publishing Hoqusdelished a series of Japanese
classical masterpieces, such @bke Tale of Genjitranslated by Feng Zikai,
Makuranososhi and Tsurezuregusanslated by Zhou Zuoren and Wang Yizhu and
Heike Monogatariand Election of Japanese Ballad and Kyogé&anslated by Shen
Fei and so on. Fudan University Press publisBetlection of Ancient and Modern
Poemsand Manyoshu both of which have been reprinted several tinggsne new
translations appeared in recent years. In 188&tion of Manyoshtranslated by Li
Mang was published by People's Literature Publghitouse. In 2002, the full

translation of Manyoshuby Zhao Lesheng was published by Yilin Press. The
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translation ofTsurezuregusdincluding Hojoki and Tsurezuregugaby Li Junyang,
Tale of Genjiand A Haiku Journeyby Zheng Mingin andlale of Genjiby Yao
Jizhong reflect the new achievements in translatimory and practice gained by a
number of new stars.

The translators of Japanese ancient poetry suadheasg Mingin and Liu Derun
constantly offered new works. Yunnan People's Bhliig House publisheSeries of
Japanese Talesn which the new translations daketori Monogatarti The Tale of
Genji andHeike Monogatariwvere included. As foKonjakumonogatartranslated by
the former Beijing Compilation and Translation Rrekere are two versions: the one
revised by Zhou Zuoren was published by New Stédighers in 2006; the other one
revised and made notions by Zhang Longmei was ghidi by People's Literature
Publishing House in 2008. Zhou Zuoren’s translatbdapanese classical literature
has caused many readers’ concern and his tramdatiocluding Kojiki and
Makuranososhiwere collected iffranslations Done at the Studio of Uninterrupted
Rain edited by Zhi'anManyoshuand Konjakumonogataritranslated by Jin Wei and
Wu Yan, were published respectively by People'srhiure Publishing House and
Volumes Publishing Hous& Survey of Japanese Women Poetited by Chen Yan
and Liu Liguo, gave a comprehensive translation eatiebduction to the poets in
different periods and their different styles andcsuls.

In 1991, the publication of YomihonThe Legends of Eight Knights in
Nansousatomiranslated by Li Shuguo is a great achievemenilapanese literature
studies and translation. In 2005, Li Shuguo edi#ekction of Japanese Yomihon:
Ethic Customs in Edo peripdn which seven masterpieces were included such as
Kokon Kidan Hanabusa Zoushi, Kokon Kidan Shigeshigewa, Kokon Kaidan
Ugetsu Monogatari, Honchou Suikoden, Sakurahimed@emkebono (No) Zoushi
and Sansei Zenden Nanka No Yurtieprovides important data for the research on
civic novels in Edo period. His work¥apanese Yomihon and Fiction of Ming and
Qing Dynasty Perspective of Sino-Japanese Culture Communicatiot®98 is the
comparative study of the traditional novels in Ghend Japan. Through absorbing
and summarizing the research findings of Japanebelass, he summed up the
relationship between yomihon and Chinese literatute three books.Jiandeng
New-story Anthology, Three Collections of Shortri€soand Water Margin In his
opinion, Jiandeng New-story Anthologgnabled the reedited novels to emerge in

Japan and provided a distinctive approach to teatiom of yomihon; the yomihons
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in early days were created through the re-editiohhwee Collections of Short Storjes
and the yomihons in later period were created tjindhe re-edition ofVater Margin

In a word, centered on the above three novels in&Clhi Shuguo explored impact of
Chinese fictions on Japanese yomihons in his baitk, part of translation of main
yomihons after each chapter, which enhances itseevas literary document.

The Tale of Genjithe Japanese classic of ancient literature, delyirecognized as
the first saga novel in the world. Besides the asde from the perspective of the
comparative literature, aesthetics, psychology datklore, most of Chinese
researchers focused on the relationship betwWwéenTale of Genjgand Chinese culture.
International Conference ofhe Tale of Genjwas held in 2001 and the theses were
collected inThe Tale of Genji on the Background of Global Qeltedited by Zhang
Longmei, who is the one of the experts in the stoifdhe Tale of GenjiMany of her
theses were published in the academic journalgesehrch collections in China and
Japan, such aBolitical Nature inThe Tale of Genj(Kaishaku to kyozai no kenkyu,
2001 No. 12),The Tale of Genji and Collected Works of Bai J{#e Collected
Works of Sino-Japanese Cultural Communicatior§hanghai Lexicographical
Publishing House, 2005) afdhe Relationship between Fascicle Kiritsubo of Tale
of Genj and Song of Eternal SorrWwhougo no Gakushu to Kenky2007 No. 8) and
so on.The Tale of Genji and Chinese Traditional CultbgeYao Jizhong, specialized
in philology, explored the relationship betwe&he Tale of Genjiand Chinese
traditional culture. The comparative study ™ie Tale of Genjand Dream of Red
Mansionsis also the hot topic and many related theses haga published.

More research on Japanese classical drama wadrdtne period. InComparison
of Peking Opera and Japanese Kabukitten by Zhu Xiangchai, the first half is
given to introduce the similarities and differendedween the stage performance of
Peking Opera and Japanese Kabuki, while the selealfids used to study the stage
performance of New Romance of Three Kingdoms, whigs the large show of
contemporary Kabuki. Zhang JunzhEsrms of Sino-Japanese Classical Tragees
divided into two parts: forms of Sino-Japanese Sita tragedies and comparative
study of Sino-Japanese classical tragedies. Inbtwok, the author deals with the
relationship between the tragic motives in Chinaseient dramas and Japanese No
(Japanese ballad). In additialgpanese Ballads with China Theirad Introduction
to Comparative Literature of East Asaee also his achievements.

Other works also includ@apanese Kabuldy Li Ying, On Relationship of Drama

104



Culture in China, Japan and Korday Weng MinhuaAncient Drama and Oriental
Culture by Zheng Chuanyin and@he World Cultural Legacy: Survey of Japanese
Ancient Drama “No” by Wang Donglan.

The research on Japanese classical literaturedmasfocused ofhe Tale of Genji
Manyoshuy Japanese No plaganana aesthetic awareness of classical literature and
Chinese literature, especially the comparative ystidSino-Japanese literature and
culture, among which the researchManyoshus the most productive. The related
theses includeA Comparative Study On The Example Writing Fornmetian
Dunhuang MS And The Correspondence Formation of yilsinu (Dunhuang
Research 2004 No. 6) by Wang Xiaoping)n Divergence of Special Quality of
Chinese and Japanese Poems: An Observation of Téek Bf Songs and
Manyoshilapanese Studies Fory2006 No.1)by Hu Lingyuan artdow Baixue was
Absorbed into the Japanese Wdkareign Literature Revieyw2006 No. 4) by LU Li.
Ma Jun has published a series of articles on theareh oManyoshun Nihougo no
Gakushu to Kenkysince 1999 such aOn the Origin of Waka in Manyosh@n the
Origin of Chinese Vocabulary in Manyoshad On the Volume 16 of Manyoshnd
so on. Based on the accumulation over years, tlweabesearch focused on the
interpretation of the text and inflected the highdl of research ollanyoshu.

In 2005, The Literature Office of The Beijing Center Japanese Studies compiled
and publishedictionary of Japanese Classical Literatureshich became a quite
comprehensive reference book for the research pan&sme classical literature.
Established in China’s research circle and empbdson case study, the dictionary
not only illustrates the effect of Chinese literatuluring the analysis of works but
also tries to reflect the characteristics of Siapahese comparative study.
Chinese-Japanese Bilingual Chronology of HistoryLiterature in the appendix
enables readers to form a comprehensive and wauitiderstanding of Sino-Japanese

classical literature.

4. The studies of Sino-Japanese literature relstimmd history of Sino-Japanese
literature exchanges had exciting results.

Japan is definitely one of the countries which hbgen in close relationship with
Chinese culture both in ancient and modern timeday, as one-way flow of cultural
exchange is over, the two cultures have been ieebiw the more frequent and

profound interaction. In many fields, the two imbeked cultures seem identical but
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with great differences. There are few countriesciwvhihave the history of culture
exchange as long and productive as China and J&uéamg research on the cultural
exchange in the past and present is one of theapyirduties faced by Chinese
literature researchers.

There are many historical documents related to history of Sino-Japanese
literature relationship and exchange but not syateally reorganized yet. Yan
Shaodang'sThe History of Sino-Japanese Ancient Literatarel Wang Xiaoping's
The History of Sino-Japanese Literature Exchang®odern Timesboth of which
were published in 1980s, were regarded as “thedamistanding works” in this field.
Gao Wenhan'lComparative Study of Sino-Japanese Ancient Litezatwhich was
published in 1999involves all the periods in the history of Sino-dapse ancient
literature. Focused on the development of Chindgeeature in Japan and the main
writers and works, Gao Wenhan employed a combinaifempirical and theoretical
analysis to discuss Japan’s Chinese poetry and eS€hinlanguage and their
relationship with Chinese literature. Taking anrapée of Taketori Monogatariand
The Tale of Genjithe author also explored the tale culture’s diisgrand learning
from Chinese literature. Therefore, the works canrbgarded as an outline of
Sino-Japanese ancient literature history withyaidmplete theoretical system.

The discovery of Dunhuang literature in 20th ceptahanged part of Chinese
literature history and enriched the world’s undamsling of the relationship between
Chinese and Japanese Literature. In Japanesetuigranot only the effect of
Dunhuang literature but also its interlinked andeaged elements can be found.
Wang Xiaoping’'s Seeds from Tang Dynasty: Dunhuang Stories in Japad
Far-spread Legacy: Dunhuang Buddhist LiteratureJapan both of which were
published in 2005, emphasized Dunhuang Buddhistiestaand literature spread
widely in Japan. Through detailed information amgorous analysis, the author
discussed the spread of Dunhuang culture and Japaocéptance for it , and then
revealed ancient Japanese people’s value orientatid the original characteristics of
Japanese culture.

Poetry of Tang Dynasty in Japdnry Song Zaixin andRomance of Three Kingdoms
in Japanby Qiu Ling and Wu Fangling are also works in tinetd. Though the topics
were not innovative, the writers absorbed the agmeents of Japanese scholars and
then put forward their new points of view on masgues. As foiThe Love and

Marriage Worldin Ukiyozoshiby Wang Ruogian and Qi Xiuli, though the articlasv
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not well-knit, the writers made a useful attempictory out a comparative study of
Ukiyozoshi and Chinese vernacular novels sucBtases from a Ming Collection.

Big progress has also been made in the researcBimm-Japanese literature
relationship of modern times. Japan's modern veridatsume Soseki and Akutagawa,
Japanese left-wing literature and the contemponarer Yasunari Kawabata and so
on have a great impact on Chinese literature. Thezgeit is necessary to do careful
research on Sino-Japanese literature relationshige snodern times. In his works
Border-crossing and ImaginationComparative Study of Chinese and Japanese
Literature in 20th CenturyWang Zhongchen discussed some specific topics and
literary forms in 20th century Sino-Japanese litea However, the discussion was
not limited in the relationship between Chinese daganese literature. In some
chapters, their relationship with Western literatand media was also included. As
for Xiao Xia’s Romanticism: Bridge of Japan and May 4th Movemért9i9 the
author employed a combination of influence studgt parallel study to explore Lu
Xun and the Creation Society members’ early roneesrti and Japanese modern
romanticism. Choosing, Accepting and Transforming: The ChangeChbinese
literature and its Relationship with Japanese latere from Late Qing Dynasty to
the Early Thirties of 20th Centutyy Fang Chang’an went into the effect of Japanese
literature in modern times, including the liter&unnovation in late Qing Dynasty
and Japanese enlightening literature, the transfbom of late Qing literature to May
Fourth literature and Japanese literature, and modevels in 1930s and Japanese
neo-sensationalism, and then reflected upon soot#ems. Such research works also
include Hu Lingyuan's Awakening of Man and Consciousness of Literature:
Similarities and Differences between China and dgapydang Xiaoping’skRed Plums
and Pink Cherries: Japanese Writers and Chinesdu@lLin Qi’'s “Fenggu” and
“Mononoaware”. Comparative Study of Sino-Japanesentale Narration in
Twentieth Century Zhang Fugui and Jin Conglin'lComparative Study of
Sino-Japanese Literature Relationship in Modern tbfis Dong Bingyue’s On
Modern Literature Relationship between China angalaand Jin Mingquan’s
Japan’s Effect on the Development of Chinese Mobeenature and so on.

Border-crossing and Misinterpretation: On the Sidepanese Interculturby Gao

Ning discussed the cultural variation and misinesgtion after crossing the border
from the intercultural perspective, including theg and cons. Based on facts and
arguments, the works provide quite a few origirdgais. It not only followed the
writer’s highly critical tradition but also demoretied his resolution of challenging
himself.

The cross-national, cross-cultural and cross-diseipy research on Japanese
literature and its relationship with Chinese litera and culture, from the perspective
of comparative literature, is becoming graduallg treakthrough point for Chinese
scholars. Throwing off restrains of purely literatydies in the past, the researchers
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begin on cross-disciplinary subjects such as liseeaand philosophy, literature and
religion and literature and culture, which broadessearchers’ mind conversely. The
appearance of so many achievements also indidee£hinese researchers strive to
use a unique perspective to look at Japaneseriitevarks and analyze Japanese
literary trends and schools. In addition, the aodmeents bring a wealth of historical
materials to the study of Chinese literature esglgcihe ancient literature, and then
promote the development of Chinese literature rekeaThe importance of
international communication in the academic comryurbecomes increasingly

prominent.

5. Chinese scholars took lead in the research menJ3aChinese literature.

The mutual dependence and mutual promotion of GRitigerature and Japanese
literature in Japan has constituted the uniqueepatbf Japanese literature since
ancient times. The impact of Chinese literaturetio@ development of Japanese
literature and culture was ever significant aneéplaceable. However, in modern
times, Chinese literature even runs into the daofielisappearing from the cultural
memory. To give a proper evaluation of Chinesegditge by doing research is the
task that Japanese literature researchers shouldrtake. Considering Chinese
literature’s status in the world literature, Chi@escholars paid great attention to the
study of Chinese literature in Japan and wagedveacticademic exchange with
Japanese communities.

How to evaluate the historical role of Chineserditare in Japanese social life is a
problem related to the literary concept. Some suisahcluding Chen Fukang pointed
out that Chinese literature was once part of Jamrhinant ideology and should be
rediscovered.

Lu Shengjiang’s research on Kukai not only remaihshe forefront of Chinese
researchers but also makes up for deficienciesap&nd in this regard. He went to
mountains and temples during his twice visit toalapnd ran about the two sides of
the Taiwan Straits to identify the existing versoBy means of checking, annotation
and exploration, he filled up the omissions of tihé sayings and presented his own
opinions in hisA Collection of Essays on Bokyo Hihu Rath over 12 million words.
His another work¥ukai andBokyo Hihu Roris also the great achievement on the
research on Kukai in recent years. Lu Shengjiang bearegarded as the greatest

researcher dBokyo Hihu Rorat present.
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In his A Collection of Essays on Chinese Poetry in Jagaai,Yi embodied his 18
essays on Chinese poetry and Chinese literatudapan, ranging from discussing
Japan’s Chinese poets and their poems from Heiailodp@ntil Meiji period to
making comments on Chinese books’ complication @rmlation in Japan, even to
discussing the process and significance of theska#ion activities between China and
Japan. All his statements are solid and credibinyvessays in Jin Chengy@sudies
of Overseas Chinese Literature Classi® related to the research of Chinese
literature in JapanJournal of Overseas Chinese Literature Clasgidged by Zhang
Bowei is issued once a year, in which many essayshe documentary study of
Japan’s Chinese literature are worth reading.

In addition,Japan’s Chinese Literature in Modern Tim®s Gao Wenhan andeak
of Poetic Perfection: Japan€hinese Poems Related to Four Seaspn¥an Ming

also have a breakthrough in their own subjects.

6. China Studies in Japan became gradually théobat.

Throughout history, there have been a large nurmbscholars and works on China
in Japanese academic circle. In thousands of yéapsnese studied and learned from
China’s advanced culture. However, as Japan madeetrdous development in the
economy after Meiji Reformation and had increasinglose academic exchanges
with the Western countries, its purpose, methodk atitudes of research on China
have undergone a fundamental change.

Compared with China’s research results, Japanéssass sometimes have totally
different values for the same issue. The reasdhathe research is subordinate to
the Japanese cultural system after it is rootdtersoil of Japan. Then it reflects and
affects a variety of social thoughts in Japan,udtlg the nationalist ideology. The
purpose of Japan’s research is to develop Japan#see.

The study of China was not called “China Studiestiliuhe end of the World War
Two. Today, different cultures in the world strdmgt exchanges and cooperation to
promote mutual development. Chinese national ceiltamd China Studies abroad,
which belong to different cultural systems, conséttogether the world’s views on
China. Sometimes, they are mixed together, whigy thlay respectively a leading
role in their own cultures. As far as the long dtvigtand the breadth and depth of
communication are concerned, Japan’s China Studiespies a peculiar position in
the world.

There are a lot of manuscripts and block-printedudwents, which were spread
to Japan in the ancient times. These become thmblal first-hand information for
Japan’s China Studies. Since the Qing dynasty, n@ngese scholars have visited
Japan for books, most of whom are learned masteZhinese culture. Yan Shaodang
went to and from Japan for over 30 times during/@érs and reorganized more than
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10.8 thousand kinds of documents. In 2007 ,Bidiography of Rare Chinese Books
in Japanwith 3.5 million words was published, preceded @y the Circulation of
Chinese Books in Japa®n the Rare Books of Song Dynasty in JapadRecord of
Tracking Scarce Chinese Books in Japan: Yan Shaysidournal of Searching for
Books Yan Shaodang has long been devoted himself tputsuit, reorganization and
complication of rare Chinese books at home andaahron the basis of which he
formed a series of original insights and empiricaharacterized methodology. He
being a humanity scholar, all his above works la#t the foundation of his academic
basis.

In Japan, the research on local ancient cultureligerdture cannot completely
be separated from the Chinese culture. As for tlehad of research, Japanese
scholars’ study of China emphasizes on evidenceésareful exploration, and then to
some extent provides the Chinese scholars witliereée information on the research
of Anthology of Ancient Poetrgnd Collected Works of Bai Juyn the fields of
religious culture, Dunhuang Literature and histofySino-foreign relationship. A
series ofChoice Articles of Japan’s China Studiedited by Wang Xiaoping have
been published over twenty times by Zhonghua Boakmg@any since 2005.
Characterized by “great writers and small essalyg,series of books collect some
masterpieces and new writers’ works suitable fadess to make them understand
various perspectives of Japan’s China Studies apaden their horizons. The works
include: Manyoshu and Chinese Cultulbby Nakanisisusumu, who is regarded as the
first person of Japan’s research Manyoshuy Thingology in Chingby Aoki Masaru,
the famous Sinologist in modern timé&ayentieth Century and Chinese Culturg
Shiichi Kato, the famous critic; an€ollection of East Asian Historgy Kuwabara
Jitsuzo, one of the pathfinders of Chinese histesgarch in modern Japan, and so on.
With their special focus, the essays are not lichiteone style. Some essays focus on
the value of the preservation of Chinese documervitde some are supplements to
China’s local studies. Some pay attention to hisabrfunction of the research on
Sino-Japanese relations, while some specializdsireffect in Japanese academic
circle. In addition, they are both scholarly anédda&ble. Upholding the academic
standards, the series of books don't exclude diyessd individuality of the research.
In response to the slogan of “Returning to the Camieople”, more popular works
was selected as much as possible to meet the wéedaders at all levels, which
infused new blood into the research on Japan’'sa&tndies. After the publication of
this series, a hot discussion was aroused in Xiieilaand Guangming Net and a
variety of newspapers and academic writings puetisibook reviews, mainly
including China reading week]y China Book Business ReporNew Beijing
NewspaperShunpinandStudies of Overseas Chinese Literature Clas§Siosg Hong,
the well-known specialist in classical literatueiddes, said “Once launched, the
series exerted immediacy great impact. Many forgfresearchers of China Studies
in Japan regard it as a great honor if their waeks be collected in the series.”

As for the study of the researchers of China Studre Japan,The Study of
Yoshikawa Kjiro by Zhang Zhejun an@he Study of Naito Kondoy Qian Wanyue
are characterized by accurate and detailed maetaique perspective and sound
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arguments. In additiorsrom Sinology to China Studies: Japan’s ResearciCbima

in Modern Timeswritten by Qian Wanyue anflhe Record of My Study Abroadd
Japanese Scholars’ Seeking for Books in Chiaaslated by her established her status
in the research on Japan’s modern China Studies.

7. Large-scale series of books became the leadorgefto spread research
achievements.

Japanese scholars have set up research teams piectarge-scale collection of
academic books since modern times, which once @laye important role in the
promotion of academic research. Compared with ihgles book, the collection can
gather together the influential scholars in thedaaaic circle to launch the latest
research results according to the needs of acad#ggnelopment. At the same time,
this mode of operation is favorable to the cerzeali publicity so as to expand the
social impact. In the recent ten years, the appearaf large-scale research on
Japanese culture and literature indicated the draftJapanese literature research
group and the improvement of the overall researevell It represented the
researchers’ positive response to the needs cfaitiety.

New Studies of Humanity Japadited by Wang Xiaoping was published by
Ningxia People’s Publishing House. Written by sal@rell-known scholars in China,
the book focuses on Japanese culture and Sino-esgpaelationship and reflects the
frontier of the contemporary academic researchenkive reading of the original
works and in-depth study of related issues endidewriters to explain profound
theories in simple language. With sound analysid aivid language, the book
provides the readers with a platform to a comprsivenunderstanding of Japanese
culture. The four parts in dozens of volumes aspeetively named after plum, cherry,
bamboo and pine, with profound meaning. The topiss fairly broad, covering
Sino-Japanese cultural and literary relationshtprdture, religion, customs, history
and art. So far, twenty versions have been puldishe

Focus on humanity Japan, introduction to Japanaftare and embodiment of
Sino-Japanese communication history are the claarsints of this series of books.
The contents are related to poems of wak@anyoshy ballads, introduction of
Kenzaburo Oe, Haruki Murakami and Banana Yoshimalapan's Dunhuang
documents and Tang poetry, Japan Studies, Confagiagartoons, sumo and Kukai
and Saicho, both of whom once studied in China amgT Dynasty, and so on.
Nowadays, as two countries become increasinglyeclostheir economic and cultural
relations, it is of far-reaching significance toodden people’s vision and promote
their cross-cultural communication and mutual ustérding through equality-based
dialogue.

A Collection of Japanese Classical Novels withshiations, published by SDX
Joint Publishing Company, provides readers withuliucal feast in the form of
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“Monogatari Emaki”. Born before the Ticentury, “Monogatari Emaki” consists of
“pictures” and “writings”. Japan's “Emaki”’ is antamesting art of painting, with
emphasis on both pictures and writings. Derivingnfrthe localization of “Tang
Paintings” of China, “Emaki” gradually became thaimcomponent of “Yamato-e”.
Colorful paintings could deepen the cultural defsosn the stories and reproduce
vividly the aesthetic elements that the writersttrypresent through the stories. The
series of books employed magnificent paintingditstrate the beauty of Japan and
aesthetic characteristics of Japanese literaturdaced in the five classics of
Makuranososhi, The Tale of Genji, Taketori Monogatise Monogatariand Heike
Monogatari Reading the series may arouse readers’ enthusiasinpeospect of
Japanese classics, because the series showedheulyorld of Japanese classical
beauty, the feeling world of the ancient Japanegkthe world of Japanese ancient
paintings through the above representative clastikge a colorful art gallery, the
series of books enabled the readers to feel theye@nt and a quiver of emotion
from the Japanese classical literature. The puimicaof the series reflects the
inspiration of discovery that Japanese literatuesearchers in China posses to
transform the latest research results into populure.

In the middle and late of last nineties, ZhejiamgBle’s Publishing House of China
and Taishukan Publishing Co., Ltd of Japan coopdrab publishHistory of
Sino-Japanese Cultural Communicationith both Chinese version and Japanese
version. The series of books cover a wide rangeootents in ten volumes. What
makes it distinctive is that each of volume is terittogether by Chinese and Japanese
scholars, who interpret the theme of each voluramfdifferent perspectives. Issues
raised by the various authors are independeninkedi to each other and a hundred
schools of thought contend in the series of booK%e series of books aims to
illustrate that cultural exchanges are bilaterad aneracted with each other. This
mode of complication just reflects clearly the naltbenefits through bilateral
communication and cooperation and highlights thg@se of the book. The writers
include both senior experts and scholars and progigung people in the academic
circle, which is designed to express profound kmalge in simple language and
make the articles academic and readable.

Wang Yong, the editor afapanese Culture Forunmolds that the characteristics of
Japanese culture don't lie in imitation and oritfipabut rather in the choice and
assembly. It is not quite accurate if someone fagsJapan is good at imitating but
bad at creating. Japanese Confucianism is not flust duplicate of Chinese
Confucianism. Japan's modernization is also nth@same as that of the West. Meiji
system is formed by adopting as many useful lesfons as many western countries
as possible.

As for the studies of Japanese culture, China hadMestern countries have their
own preference. China pays more attention to thgaiion and preservation of
Chinese culture in Japan, so similarities betwéentwo cultures are their focus. On
the other hand, the western countries tend to\melieat Japanese culture is alien and
mysterious, so the differences are what they argt mterested in. As a matter of fact,
Japan has already had its own national identitielsuaique sense of aesthetics in the
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long process of development. Accordingly, theirtutd must have been banded with
it.

The series oflapanese Culture Foruns divided into four volumes, including
Martial Arts, Music, Chess Ceremony and lkebanahWhe systematic introduction
of Japanese representative culture, it will givepiration to both the experts and the
new learners. The special topic in each volume seteniead the readers into each
classroom of Japanese culture to listen to therexj@ce to face. In addition, with
simple language accompanied by illustrations, #rges of books are quite easy to
understand.

8. Large space of development is left for the gsidif Japanese literature in China.

Although many Japanese scholars are enthusiastiSimo-Japanese literary
communication, in general, Japan’s academic cisclather estranged from China’s
research and thinks poorly of Chinese scholarseaeiments. More efforts should be
made to strengthen personnel exchange and achiavem@amunication between the
two countries. For example, the introduction andlisation of essays on Japanese
literature written in Chinese, complication of bdual research journals and timely
provision of hot topics and information of the rassh in Japan and so on are all
attemptable. After all, literary exchange is a wim cause, which cannot achieve
even greater success without joint efforts andinaotis coordination.

Compared with Chinese literature in Japan, Japditesgure in China is still quite
young and has a long way to go. By means of the audtural resources, the unique
academic tradition and a large team of researcl@hia’s research is supposed to
inject new vitality to the study of Japan. It hasger space of development than that
of any other countries and areas.

First of all, there are not any large-scale sesfdsooks to systematically introduce
Japanese literature likBhe Series of Japan Classical Literatuaad The Series of
Japan Modern Literaturen China. The research focuses mostly on somecpkat
writers and works. Due to the comparatively narss@pe and concentrated topics,
the research can hardly give an overview of Japalitesature.

Secondly, as far as the research methods are comaethe imitation of
Japan-styled textual study and mechanical apphicaif Western theories coexist and
sometimes low-level redundant researches occur fim to time. Many researches
still remain the duplication or copy of Japan’'s iagements in 1980s, which is
incompatible to the rapid development of Chinesedamic research. In particular,
the lack of translation studies will affect the-atbund improvement of translation
level.

Thirdly, some people accept the education of Jaggaelture in China, while some
return to China after studying in Japan. Howevieeytare faced with a common
problem, which is how to integrate what they hazermt into local culture. To make
their voice heard, Chinese scholars need not amlynake more efforts to learn
Japanese language and culture but also to furthdly <Chinese culture (including
traditional and modern culture) and its theorieewHto make the research results
more easily be accepted by academic circle andersad among the topics, which
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will be conducive to the deepening of research @aheg are discussed in the research
community.

In order to discover and develop new forces in daga literature research, it is
necessary to strengthen the education of cultwldigmature for Masters and Doctors.
At the undergraduate stage, the education focusefamguage learning, so that
students cannot accept systematical educationtematlire. That will directly affect
the quality of education at the graduate stage tia@a have a negative impact on the
future research team. As the research conditionsnigersities and colleges have
improved, these problems are likely to be solvetl. we

On the one hand, the violation of academic starsdattbuld be corrected and
overcome. On the other hand, the researchers shewtticouraged to further expand
their research spectrum. Faced with the largestrvesreadership in the world,
China's study of Japanese literature has broadpgcts Accordingly, China’s
translation of Japanese literature still has cesstlvork to be done well.

(Translated by Zhang  Xiem)
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